New Mexico Division
4001 Office Ct. Dr., Ste. 801

Q Santa Fe, NM 87507

US.Department
of ransportation _ In Reply Refer To:

Federal Highway HDA-NM
Administration

June 3, 2009 B899 &

Subject: Alameda Trail, 4* Street to North Diversion Channel, Bernalillo County, New Mexico - -

Ms. Katherine Slick, SHPO

New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs
Historic Preservation Division : .
407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236 e
Santa Fe, NM 87505 S T

Dear Ms. Slick

Bernalillo County, in cooperation with the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) proposes to construct a new multi-use trail along Alameda
Boulevard (NM 528) beginming at 4™ Street and extending east to the North Diversion Channel for a
distance of 0.6 miles. The proposed trail will be constructed on the south side of Alameda Boulevard
within NMDOT right-of-way. Some use of private property may also be required. The trail will consist
of a 12-foot paved multi-use surface with an adjacent soft-surface trail with landscaping and other trail
amenities. The project is being sponsored by Bernalillo County and will be funded with a combination of
FHWA (STP-U, CMAQ), and local funds. FHWA is the federal lead agency.

A cultural resource survey of the proposed roadway corridor was performed by Criterion Environmental
Consulting (CEC). A copy of this report is attached for your review. The survey identified three historic
buildings, two historic irrigation ditches, and a historic railroad within the APE. Buildings 1 and 2 are
mid-20™ century homes that are recommended not eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Building 3 is the
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church and is recommended eligible for inclusion in the NRHP
under Criteria A and C. The proposed undertaking will have no adverse effect on this building.

The Alameda Drain and the Alameda Lateral both cross the proposed project area. These ditches are both
part of the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District (MRGCD) and as such are considered eligible for
inclusion in the NRHP under Criteria A and C. The proposed undertaking will extend one or both of the
culverts that carry these ditches under Alameda Boulevard. However, this will not affect the integrity of
the resources and the canals will continue to function as originally designed. The proposed project will
have no adverse effect on the Alameda Drain or Alameda Lateral.

The NMDOT railroad also crosses the proposed project area. This railroad appears to be the original
alignment of the Atchison Topeka & Santa Fe Railway that entered Albuquerque in 1880, dramatically
altering the social, economic, and political development of the city and the state as a whole. Therefore,
the railroad is recommended eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criteria A, B, C, and D. The
proposed undertaking will install safety devices such as striping, barriers, and warning lights to alert trail
users when trains are coming. Thése devices will not alter the characteristics of the railroad that qualify it
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for inclusion in the NRHP, and the undertaking will have no adverse effect on the NMDOT railroad.
Please feel free to contact David Albright of Bernalillo County Public Works at (505) 848-1516, or Julie
Kutz at URS Corporation at (505) 855-7513 if you have any questions or would like to discuss the report
further. Thank you.

Your concurrence is requested for the Alameda Trail, Bernalillo County

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Heitmann R. Blake Roxlan -

FHWA Environmental Specialist NMDOT Cultural Resources Bureau Manager
Lead Agency

For: J. Don Martinez For: Gary L.J. Giron

Division Administrator NMDOT Cabinet Secretary
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cc: David Albright, Bemnalillo County Public Works
Juilie Kutz, URS Corporation
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Ms. Julie Kutz

Project Manager

URS Corporation

6501 Americas Parkway NE
Suite 900

Albuguerque, NM 87110

Subject: Alameda Trail Project Initial Site Assessment (ISA), Bernalillo County, New
Mexico.

Dear Ms. Kutz,

A copy of the report was received in this office for review on June 2, 2009. In
accordance with the direction in the October 2007 Tribal/Local Government
Handbook, the Environmental Geology Bureau (EGB) has reviewed the document
to ensure it meets the reporting requirements of the EGB for initial site
assessments. The review does not include a statement on the accuracy of the
information contained in the report.

In its present form, the ISA is approved. This office believes that the required
reporting elements for the project as it is described are present. Should the scope
of work change, the Findings, Conclusions, and Recommendations will need to be
re-evaluated taking into consideration the new scope. As a reminder, if construction
is significantly delayed an update to the ISA may need to be completed as per the
ASTM E1527-05 Standard Practice requires.

Thank you for your efforts to ensure that further reviews and revisions were not
necessary. Please direct any questions you may have to me, 827-5376.

Sincerely,

UhDIer

Doug Jones
Environmental Geology Bureau

CC: NMDOT_EGB LGAB D-3 file

Office P.O. Box 1149 Santa Fe, NM

87504-1149

Bill Richardson
Governor

Gary L. ). Giron
Cabinet Secretary
Designate

Commission

Johnny Cope
Chairman
District 2

Jim Franken
Vice Chairman
District 4

Norman Assed
Secretary
District 3

Roman Maes Ili
Commissioner
District 5

Jackson Gibson
Commissioner
District 6

John Hummer
Commissioner
District |
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United States Department of the Inerior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New Mexico Ecological Services Field Otfice
2105 Csuna NE
Albuguerque, New Mexico 87113
Phone: (505) 346-2525 Fax; (505) 346-2542

OCT 24 868

Thank you for your recent request for information on threatened or endangered species or
important wildli{c habitats that may occur in your project arca. The New Mexico Ecological
Services Field Office has posted lists of the endangered, threatened, proposed, candidate and
species of concern occurring in all New Mexico Counties on the Intumet. Please refer to the
following web page for species information in the county where your project occurs:
hnp:f/www.fws.gov/southwest/es/NewMexico/SBC_intro.cfm. If you do not have access to the
Internet or have difficulty obtaining a list, please contact our office and we will mail or fax you a
list as soon as possible.

A fier opening the web page, find New Mexico Listed and Sensitive Species Lists on the main
page and click on the county of intcrest. Your project arca may not necessarily include all or any
of these species. This information should assist you in detcrmining which species may of may
not occur within your project area.

Under the Endangered Species Act, as amended (Act), it is the res ponsibility of the Federal
action agency or its designaied representative to determine if a proposed action "may affect”
endangercd, threatencd, or proposcd species, or designated critical habitat, and if so, to consult
with us further. Similarly, it is their responsibility to determine if a proposed action has no effect
10 endangered, threatened, or proposcd species, or designated critical habilat. If your action arca
has suitable habitat for any of these species, we recommend that species-specific surveys be
conducted during the flowering season for plants and at the approriate time for wildlife to
evaluate any possible project-related impacts. Pleasc keep in mind that the scope of federally
listed species compliance also includes any interrelated or interdependent project activities (e.g.,
squipment staging areas, offsite borrow material areas, or utility r:locations) and any indirect or
cumulative cffects.

Candidates and specics of concern have no legal protection under the Act and are included on the
web site for planning purposes only. We monitor the status of thesc specics. If significant
declines are detecied, these specics could potentially be listed as cndangered or threatened.
Therefore. actions that may contribute to their decline should be avoided. We rccommend that
candidates and species of concern be included in your surveys.

Also on the web site, we have included additional wildlife-retated information that should be
considered if your project is a specific type. These include communication owers, power line
safety for raptors, road and highway improvements and/or construction, spring developments and
livestock watcring facilitics, wastewater facilities, and trenching operations, '
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Under Exccutive Orders 11988 and 11990, Federal agencies arc required 10 minimize the
destruction, loss, or degradation of wctlands and {loodplains, and preserve and enhance their
natural and beneficial valucs, We recommend you contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers for
permitiing requirements under section 404 of the Clean Water Act it your proposcd action could
impact floodplains or wetlands. Thesc habitats should be conserved through avoidance, or
mitigated to ensure no net loss of wetlands function and vafuc.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits the taking of migratory birds, nests, and eggs,
except as permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. To minimize the likelihood of
adverse impacts to all birds protected under the MBTA, we recominend construction activities
occur outside the gencral migratory bird nesting season of March tarough August, or that areas
proposed for construction during the nesting season be surveyed, and when occupied, avoided

unti] nesting is complete.

We suggest you contact the New Mexico Department of Game and! Fish, and the New Mexico
Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department, Forestry Division for informanon
regarding fish, wildlife, and plants of State concern.

Thank you for your concern for endangered and threatened specier. and New Mexico's wildlife
habitats. We appreciate your cfforts to identify and avoid impacts 0 listed and sensitive species
in your project area.

Sincerely,

=

WaprZZopS, ™

Wally Murphy

Ficid Supervisor
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Wally Murphy, Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services

New Mexico Bcological Services Field Office
2105 Osuna NE

Albuquerque, NM 87113

[

October 20, 2008

+5063462542 T-150 P.003/003 F-452
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RECEIVED

0CT 232008
USFWS-NMESFO

RE: Request for Project Review — Environmental Assessment, Alameda Trail

Dear Mr Murphy:

The Bemalillo Connry Public Works
Highway Administration propase 10

would conneet the Paseo del Bosque
nortlysonth comruater trails in the region and
corridor currently is a safety concern for pedestrians,
crossings, URS Corporation
Supporieg documentation for this
related legislation.

Project Areat

The project arca appears on the Alameda, NM Geological Surves 7.5-minute
the enclosed project
i located within a mix of commercial, residential and agricultural land uses.
Alameda Boulevard infersects two major arferials (Fourth Street and
NMDOT railroad. The project area includes the Alameds overpass at
Alameda Bonlevard trail 1o the west neir Fourth Sireet,

convenience, the proposed wrail location is highlighved on
approximartely 0.6 mile in length and
‘Within the project area
minar arterials, and the
1rail will conmect to the existing

praject in order 10 comply with th National

Division, the New Mexico Depaytmaent of Transportation, and the Federal
construct or improve a multi-use
County, New Mexico, The purpose of the proposed praject is 10 provide a critical
Trail to the North Diversion
the Alameda Trail would previde
bicyclists, and othe users of the trail, particularly at the major
has been retained by Bemalillo County to prepaie

trail along Alameda Boulevard, Bemalillo
link to & regional trail network that
Chanse! Trail These two trails ate the primary
a safe link berween them. The trail

an environmental assessment and
Environmental Policy Act and

quadrangle map, For your
area map, The proposed mail 15

Second Street), several
Rdith Boulevard. The
and remain along the south

side of Alareda, ending at the North Diversion Channel to the east.

Project Construction;

The proposed Alameda Boulevard Trail, the build alternative, consist:
new segments, installing safety measures at all major crossings,
an access ramp from B

trail will be constructed to acconwmodate multi-modal rraffic with
will be incorporated along the length of the trail improvements.

Edith Boulevard crossing. Jn addition,

implemented.

Project Evaination:

URS requests that your agency review the proposed action and evaluat2
further comments related o the proposed project 1o my

any issues of concern to your apency. Please direct any

of renovating existing pathways, building
and construcring an independent trail bridge at the
ith Boulevard to the trail will be incorporated, The
unisersal accessibility, Sustainable landscaping
Seciment and debris control measures will be

the poteniial effects, if any, to resources of

attention. I your office requires any further information about the pr posed project, or if you have any questions,

please feel free fo confact me 2t (505) 855-7500, or by enail at
your assistance.

Sincerely,

pk,
ﬂéiﬁ Kutz U
Biologist

Enclosure
Cc: David Albright, Bernalillo Covaty Public Works

URS Comporation

One Park Square, Suite 900
6501 Americas Parkway, NE
Albuquergque, NM 87110-5311
Tel; 505.856.7500

Fax: 505.855,7535

jnlie kutv{@urscorp.com . Thank you in advance for
















URS

Subhas Shaw, Chief Engineer

Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District
1931 Second Street, SW

Albuquerque, NM 87102

February 17, 2009

RE:  Request for Project Review — Environmental Assessment, Alameda Trail
Dear Mr. Shaw:

The Bernalillo County Public Works Division, the New Mexico Department of Transportation, and
the Federal Highway Administration propose to construct or improve a multi-use trail along
Alameda Boulevard, Bernalillo County, New Mexico. The purpose of the proposed project is to
provide a critical link to a regional trail network that would connect the Paseo del Bosque Trail to
the North Diversion Channel Trail. These two trails are the primary north/south commuter trails in
the region and the Alameda Trail would provide a safe link between them. The trail corridor
currently is a safety concem for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other users of the trail, particularly at
the major crossings. URS Corporation has been retained by Bernalillo County to prepare an
environmental assessment and supporting documentation for this project in order to comply with
the National Environmental Policy Act and related legislation.

Project Area:

The project area appears on the Alameda, NM Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle map. For
your convenience, the proposed frail location is highlighted on the enclosed project area map. The
proposed ftrail is approximately 0.6 mile in length and is located within a mix of commercial,
residential and agricultural land uses. Within the project area Alameda Boulevard intersects two
major arterials (Fourth Street and Second Street), several minor arterials, and the NMDOT railroad.
The project area includes the Alameda overpass at Edith Boulevard. The trail will connect to the
existing Alameda Boulevard trail to the west near Fourth Street, and remain along the south side of
Alameda, ending at the North Diversion Channel to the east. The trail also crosses two drains: the
Alameda Drain (near Second Street) and the Alameda Lateral (near Edith Boulevard).

Project Construction:

The proposed Alameda Boulevard Trail, the build alternative, consists of renovating existing
pathways, building new segments, installing safety measures at all major crossings, and
constructing an independent trail bridge at the Edith Boulevard crossing. In addition, an access
ramp from Edith Boulevard to the trail will be incorporated. The trail will be constructed to
accommodate multi-modal traffic with universal accessibility. Sustainable landscaping will be
incorporated along the length of the trail improvements. Sediment and debris control measures will
be implemented.

URS Corporation

One Park Square, Suite 900
6501 Americas Parkway, NE
Albuquergue, NM 87110-5311
Tel: 505.855.7500

Fax: 505.855.7555




URS

Project Evaluation:

URS requests that your agency review the proposed action and evaluate the potential effects, if any,
to resources or any issues of concern to your agency. Please direct any further comments related to
the proposed project to my attention. If your office requires any further information about the
proposed project, or if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (505) 855-7500, or
by email at julie_kutz{@urscorp.com . Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Julie Ku%

Biologist

Enclosure
Cc: David Albright, Bernalillo County Public Works

URS Corporation

One Park Square, Suite 900
6501 Americas Parkway, NE
Albuguerque, NM 87110-5311
Tek: 505.855.7500

Fax: 505.855.7555
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Ms. Nancy Umbreit

Bureau of Reclamation
Albuquerque District

555 Broadway, NE Suite 100
Albuguerque, NM 87102-2352

February 17, 2009

RE:  Request for Project Review — Environmental Assessment, Alameda Trail
Dear Ms. Umbreit:

The Bernalillo County Public Works Division, the New Mexico Department of Transportation, and
the Federal Highway Administration propose to construct or improve a multi-use trail along
Alameda Boulevard, Bernalillo County, New Mexico. The purpose of the proposed project is to
provide a critical link to a regional trail network that would connect the Paseo del Bosque Trail to
the North Diversion Channel Trail. These two trails are the primary north/south commuter trails in
the region and the Alameda Trail would provide a safe link between them. The trail corridor
currently is a safety concern for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other users of the trail, particularly at
the major crossings. URS Corporation has been retained by Bernalillo County to prepare an
environmental assessment and supporting documentation for this project in order to comply with
the National Environmental Policy Act and related legislation.

Project Area:

The project area appears on the Alameda, NM Geological Survey 7.5-minute quadrangle map. For
your convenience, the proposed trail location is highlighted on the enclosed project area map. The
proposed trail is approximately 0.6 mile in length and is located within a mix of commercial,
residential and agricultural land uses. Within the project area Alameda Boulevard intersects two
major arterials (Fourth Street and Second Street), several minor arterials, and the NMDOT railroad.
The project area includes the Alameda overpass at Edith Boulevard. The trail will connect to the
existing Alameda Boulevard trail to the west near Fourth Street, and remain along the south side of
Alameda, ending at the North Diversion Channel to the east. The trail also crosses two drains: the
Alameda Drain (near Second Street) and the Alameda Lateral (near Edith Boulevard).

Project Construction:

The proposed Alameda Boulevard Trail, the build altemative, consists of renovating existing
pathways, building new segments, installing safety measures at all major crossings, and
constructing an independent trail bridge at the Edith Boulevard crossing. In addition, an access
ramp from Edith Boulevard to the trail will be incorporated. The trail will be constructed to
accommodate multi-modal traffic with universal accessibility. Sustainable landscaping will be
incorporated along the length of the trail improvements. Sediment and debris control measures will
be implemented. ’

URS Corporation

One Park Square, Suite 900
6501 Americas Parkway, NE
Albuguerque, NM 87110-5311
Tel: 505.855.7500

Fax: 505.855.7555




URS

Project Evaluation:

URS requests that your agency review the proposed action and evaluate the potential effects, if any,
to resources or any issues of concern to your agency. Please direct any further comments related to
the proposed project to my attention. If your office requires any further information about the
proposed project, or if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (505) 855-7500, or
by email at julie_kutz{@urscorp.com . Thank you in advance for your assistance. '

Sincerely,

Julie Ku%_\

Biologist

Enclosure .
Cec: David Albright, Bernalillo County Public Works

URS Corporation

One Park Square, Suite 900
6501 Americas Parkway, NE
Albuguergue, NM 87110-5311
Tel: 505.855.7500

Fax: 505.855.7555




Native American Tribes Consultation List for the Alameda Trail

Benjamin Nuvamsa, Chairman
Hopi Tribal Council

PO Box 123

Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

Governor Robert Benavides
Pueblo of Isleta

PO Box 1270

Isleta Pueblo, NM 87022

President Joe Shirley, Jr.
Navajo Nation

PO Box 9000

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Governor Marcelino Aguino
Ohkay Owingeh

PO Box 1099

San Juan Pueblo, NM 87566

Governor Joe M. Lujan
Pueblo of Sandia

481 Sandia Loop
Bernalillo, NM 87004

Governor Frank Paiz

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo

119 S. Old Pueblo Rd.

PO Box 17579 — Ysleta Station

Governor John Antonio, Sr.
Pueblo of Laguna

PO Box 194

Laguna Pueblo, NM 87026

Ronnie Lupe, Chairman

White Mountain Apache Tribal Council
PO Box 700

Whiteriver, AZ 85941



New Mexico Division

‘ 604 West San Mateo Road
( A Santa Fe, NM_ 87505
US.Department

of Transportation In Reply Refer To:
Federal Highway HDA-NM

Administrdtion 501.1

March 10, 2009
Subject: Alameda Trail Project, Bernalillo County, New Mexico

Benjamin Nuvamsa, Chairman
Hopi Tribal Couneil

PO Box 123

Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039

ATTN: Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, Director, Cultural Preservation Office
Dear Chairman Nuvamsa;

Bernalillo County, in cooperation with the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is in the planning stages of the Alameda Trail project which is
proposed to provide a multi-use trail along Alameda Boulevard between 4™ Street and the AMAFCA North
Diversion Channel in the Albuquerque metropolitan area (see attached map). The trail is proposed along the
south side of Alameda Boulevard within existing Bernalillo County rights-of-way.

The FHWA will take the administrative lead in completing the requirements of Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended through 1992, and in accordance with 36 CFR 800.7
{December 12, 2000).

Cultural resource inventory has been completed within the project corridor in the last 10 years and one
archaeological site was identified; the remains of a historic house foundation. Bernalillo County intends to
update this inventory, which is anticipated to include an update of the previously recorded archaeological site
and a small number of historic buildings and acequias.

As an integral part of the Section 106 process, we would like to consult with the Hopi Tribal Council to help
identify any areas of traditional religious or cultural importance that may be within the project’s APE. If
religious locations are identified within the proposed area, we will work with the Hopi Tribal Council to
avoid and protect those identified locations without disclosing any specific information on the site location
or religious activity. Let us know if you need additional information on the project location or if you require
an on-site visit to the project area.

Please indicate by checking one of the boxes below whether or not the Hopi Tribal Council has concerns
regarding any traditional religious or cultural areas within the proposed project areas. Please address any
questions to Blake Roxlau, NMDOT Cultural Resources Coordinator, at (505) 827-5224, or to Gregory .
Heitmann, FHW A Environmental Coordinator, at (505) 820-2027. Thank you. '
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Sincerely,

Ll

Gregm. Heitmann

FHWA Environmental Specialist NMDOT Cultural Resources Bureau Manager
For: J. Don Martinez For: Gary J.L. Giron
FHW A Division Administrator : NMDOT Cabinet Secretary Designate
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The Hopi Tribal Couneil has determined that the proposed Alameda Trail project, Bernalillo
County, will not affect any objects, sites, or locations of traditional religious or cultural importance to the
tribe. . :

The Hopi Tribal Council has determined that the proposed Alameda Trail project, Bernalillo
County, will affect objects, sites, or locations of traditional religious or cultural importance to the tribe.
Your agency should undertake further consultation with the Hopi Tribal Council in order to evaluate, -
consider, or avoid such locations.

CONCUR: DATE:
Chairman, Hopi Tribal Council






