
 

 

 

 

BERNALILLO COUNTY 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ORDINANCE  NO. _____________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING BERNALILLO COUNTY BUILDING 
ORDINANCE, ORDINANCE 2001-3 AND ADOPTING A NEW BERNALILLO 
COUNTY BUILDING ORDINANCE, BERNALILLO COUNTY CODE, 
CHAPTER 10. PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING, INSPECTIONS, APPEALS 
AND PENALTIES. 

 
 

 

BERNALILLO COUNTY ORDINANCE 2001-3 IS HEREBY REPEALED 
AND REPLACED WITH THE FOLLOWING:  
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Bernalillo County Building Ordinance 
 
 

Chapter 10 
 

BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS* 
 

Article I. In General 
 

Sec.s 10-1—10-30. Reserved 
 

Article II Construction Codes 
 
Sec.10-31. Intent of article 
Sec.10-32. Penalty for violation of article. 
Sec.10-33. Adoption of the uniform administrative code of the county. 
Sec.10-35. Availability of the county uniform construction code. 
Sec.10-36. Amendments to the county uniform construction code.   
*Cross references-Filling in property, §30-76 et seq.; noise from construction of 
buildings, §30-122; floods, ch.38; impact fees, ch.46; planning, ch.62; building 
numbering, §66-36 et seq.; subdivisions, ch.74; zoning, app. A; design overlay zone, app. 
B.S 
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CD1 
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 2 

3 
ects. 10-1—10-30 Reserved 4 

 5 
ARTICLE II.  CONSTRUCTION CODES* 6 

7 
ec. 10-31.  Intent of article. 8 

 9 
10 

tenance of buildings and structures 11 
ithin the unincorporated boundaries of the county.  12 

13 
Sec. 10-32.  Penalty for violation of article. 14 

15 
16 

ny section of this article shall, upon conviction, 17 
e punished as provided in section 1-6.  18 

19 
ec. 10-33.  Adoption of the uniform administrative code of the county. 20 

 21 
22 

nd enforcement rules and regulations for the 23 
dopted technical codes within the county.  24 

25 
ec. 10-34. Adoption of the national and state codes for the county. 26 

 27 
28 
29 

ounty, the following codes are 30 
ereby adopted as amended by Exhibit A attached hereto. 31 

33 
ies Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 34 

36 
ies Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 37 

39 
ing Appendix Chapters B, C, E, H, I, and 40 

42 
 including Appendix Chapters G, H, 43 

10:1 

 
S

 
S

It is the intent of this article to prescribe minimum standards regulating building, 
mechanical, plumbing and electrical work, and main
w
 

 
Any person violating any of the provisions of this article or failing or neglecting to 

comply with orders issued pursuant to a
b
 
S

The uniform administrative ordinance found in section 10 is hereby adopted and shall 
serve as the administrative, organizational a
a
 
S

For the purpose of prescribing minimum standards regulating construction and 
maintenance of buildings and structures, including all building service equipment and 
installations within the unincorporated boundaries of the c
h
 32 
1) The 2006 New Mexico Commercial Building Code, as adopted by the Construction 

Industr
2008; 35 

2) The 2006 New Mexico Residential Building Code, as adopted by the Construction 
Industr
2008; 38 

3) The 2006 International Building Code, as adopted by the Construction Industries 
Division of the State of New Mexico includ
J with an effective date of January 1, 2008; 41 

4)   The 2006 International Residential Code, as adopted by the Construction 
Industries Division of the State of New Mexico,
and K with an effective date of January 1, 2008; 44 
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 1, 2008; 

pted by the Construction Industries Division of the State of New 

e 10 

12 
rs: A, B, C, D, and E, as published by the International Code Council (ICC);  13 

15 
16 

ary 1, 18 

20 
n of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 2008 21 

23 
24 

26 
te of January 1, 2008 27 

29 
30 

32 
33 
34 
35 

on A-1 of this section 36 
shall be known as the Uniform Construction Codes of Bernalillo County.  From the 37 

38 
39 
40 

structions codes, 41 
MSA 1978, § 60-13-1 et seq.; adoption by reference. NMSA 1978, §§ 4-37-1, 3-17-6. 42 

 43 
44 
45 

 

5) The 2006 New Mexico Earthen Building Materials Code, as adopted by the 1 
Construction Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of 2 
January3 

6) The 2006 New Mexico Existing Building Code, as adopted by the Construction 4 
Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 5 
2008; 6 

7) The 2006 New Mexico Non-Load Bearing Straw Construction Building 7 
Standard, as ado8 
Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 2008;  9 

8) The 2006 ICC Property Maintenance Code, as published by the International Cod
Council (ICC);   11 

9) The 2006 ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, including Appendix 
Chapte

10) The 2006 New Mexico Uniform Mechanical Code as adopted by the Construction 14 
Industries Division of The State of New Mexico with an effective date of January 1, 
2008; 

11) 2006 New Mexico Uniform Plumbing Code , as adopted by the Construction 17 
Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of   Janu
2008; 19 

12) The 2008 New Mexico Electrical Code , as adopted by the Construction Industries 
Divisio

13) The 2007 New Mexico Electrical Safety Code, as adopted by the Construction 22 
Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with an effective date o January 1, 
2008; 

14) The 2006 New Mexico Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code, as 25 
adopted by the Construction Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with an 
effective da

15) The 2006 New Mexico Solar Energy Code  as adopted by the Construction 28 
Industries Division of the State of New Mexico with and effective date of January 1, 
2008; and 

16) Errata sheets to the adopted portions of the uniform codes, as promulgated by the 31 
International Conference of Building Officials or the International Association of 
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials. 

17) The Bernalillo County amendments to the New Mexico Codes referred to in this 
ordinance are set forth as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference, and as 
such, are hereby adopted and together with the Codes in Secti

date on which this ordinance takes effect they shall be controlling within the 
unincorporated boundaries of Bernalillo County, New Mexico. 

 
(Ord. No 96-8, § 3, 4-16-96State law references—Statewide con

N

Sec. 10-35. Availability of the county uniform construction code. 
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ance, is available 1 
r inspection by the public during regular business hours. A copy of this code is 2 

ava3 
4 

 5 
6 
7 
8 

ealed in the same manner as ordinances are amended or repealed. 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

g Pool, Spa and Hot Tub Code; and 18 
the 19 

20 
21 

ted on 22 
23 

illo County Fire Marshal shall 
ave jurisdiction under the Uniform Fire Code or the Bernalillo County Fire Code as 33 

applicable to construction, alteration, lition, repair, use and occupancy of 34 
uildings, structures, and building service equipment.  2.  Existing buildings – The 35 

Bernalillo County ster the Bernalillo 36 
County Fire Code 37 
 38 

39 
 40 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO AMENDMENTS 41 
TO , 42 

AS ADO ISION 43 
44 
45 
46 

A copy of the county uniform construction code, as adopted by ordin
fo

ilable, upon request, in the office of the county clerk for a fee set by the building 
official. 

Sec. 10-36.  Amendments to the county uniform construction code. 
 

(a)  Generally.  The county uniform construction code adopted in this article may be 
amended or rep

(b)  Uniform Administrative Code.  The administrative sections 109 through 109.6 
of the New Mexico Building Code have been deleted and replaced with chapters 1, 2, and 
3 on the following pages.  Sections from various other parts of the technical codes have 
been amended, added or deleted as noted on the pages following the administrative 
chapter no. 3. 

(c)  Amendments to state technical codes. County amendments to the New Mexico 
Building Code, as adopted by the Construction Industries Division of the State of New 
Mexico with an effective date of  January 1, 2008; the New Mexico Mechanical Code; 
New Mexico Plumbing Code; New Mexico Swimmin

New Mexico Solar Energy Code, as adopted by the Construction Industries Division 
of the State of New Mexico with an effective date of  January 1, 2008, New Mexico 
Electrical Code, as adopted by the Construction Industries Division of the State of New 
Mexico with an effective date of July 1, 1999; and the Uniform Sign Code are no
the pages following the administrative chapter no. 3. 

(d)  The Building Program – Jurisdiction.  The Building Program of the Zoning, 24 
Building and Planning Department shall have jurisdiction to administer the Uniform 25 
Construction Codes of Bernalillo County for construction, alteration, moving, demolition, 26 
repair, use and occupancy of buildings, structures and building service equipment. 27 

(e) Fire Marshal - Jurisdiction.  1.  The Bernalillo County Fire Marshal shall have 28 
jurisdiction under the Fire Code of Bernalillo County to test and inspect fire suppression 29 
systems, including fire hydrants, fire extinguishers and sprinkler systems installed in 30 
construction, alteration, moving, repair, demolition, use and occupancy of buildings 31 
structures and building service equipment.  The Bernal32 
h

 moving, demo
b

Fire Marshal shall have jurisdiction to admini
as applicable to all existing structures. 

EXHIBIT A 

 THE 2006 NEW MEXICO BUILDING CODE
PTED BY THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIV

OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 

January 1, 2008, 
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1 

200 E 2 
2006 NEW MEXICO SO AS ADOPTED BY THE 3 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION OF THE 4 
5 
6 
7 

 1 8 
ARE AS FOLLOWS: 9 

10 
The Administrative Sections of the New Mexico Building Code have been deleted and 11 
replaced with Chapters ns from various other 12 
parts of the Technical Codes have been am ded, added, or deleted. These changes are 13 
noted on the pages following the Adm pter No.  3. 14 

15 
 16 

 17 
FORM ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 18 

 19 
20 
21 

TITLE, SCOPE AND GENERAL 22 
23 

SECTION 101.     TITLE 24 
 25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

 purpose of this Code is to provide for the administration and enforcement of the 31 
ernalillo County Uniform Administrative Code adopted by this jurisdiction.  This Code 32 

dards to safeguard life, limb, health, property, public and 33 
conomic welfare by regulation and controlling building design, construction, quality of 34 

mat35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

The provisions of the Code shall serve as  the administrative, organizational and 41 
enf42 

43 
44 

SECTION 104.  APPLICATION TO EXISTING BUILDINGS AND BUILDING 45 
SER46 

 

VICE EQUIPMENT 

2006 NEW MEXICO MECHANICAL CODE 
6 NEW MEXICO PLUMBING CODEAND TH

LAR ENERGY CODE 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
January 1,2008 NEW MEXICO ELECTRICAL CODE AS ADOPTED BY THE 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES DIVISION OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF January

 

, 1, 2, and 3, on the following pages.  Sectio
en

inistrative Cha
 

UNI

CHAPTER 1 
 

 

These regulations shall be known as the "Uniform Administrative Code of the County 
of Bernalillo" and may be cited as such and will be referred to herein as "this Code." 
 
SECTION 102.     PURPOSE 

 
The

B
will prescribe minimum stan
e

erials, use  and occupancy, location and maintenance of all buildings and structures 
within the unincorporated area of the County and certain equipment specifically regulated 
herein 
 
SECTION 103.     SCOPE 
 

orcement rules and regulations for the Technical Codes which regulate the site 
preparation and construction, alteration, moving, demolition, repair, use and occupancy 
of buildings, structures and building service equipment within this jurisdiction. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

e of the same materials of 33 
hich the building or structure is constructed, and shall be subject to the approval of the 34 

bui35 
36 
37 
38 

and provided such additions, alterations, and repairs will not cause the existing building 39 
serv40 

41 
42 

eir use, maintenance, or repair 43 
con44 

quipment. 45 
46 

 
104.1 General.  Buildings, structures and their building service equipment to which 

additions, alterations or repairs are made shall comply with all the requirements of the 
technical codes for new facilities, except as specifically provided in this section. 

 
104.2 Additions, Alterations or Repairs.  Additions, alterations or repairs may be 

made to any building or its building service equipment without requiring the existing 
building or its building service equipment to comply with all the requirements of the 
technical codes, provided the addition, alterations or repairs conform to that required for 
a new building or building service equipment.  Additions or alterations shall not be made 
to an existing building or building service equipment which will cause the existing 
building or building service equipment to be in violation of any of the provisions of the 
technical codes nor shall such additions or alterations cause the existing building or 
building service equipment to become unsafe.  An unsafe condition shall be deemed to 
have been created if an addition or alteration will cause the existing building or building 
service equipment to become unsafe.  An unsafe condition shall be deemed to have been 
created if an addition or alteration will cause the existing building or building service 
equipment to become structurally unsafe or overloaded; will not provide adequate egress 
in compliance with the provisions of the Building Code or will obstruct existing exits; 
will create a fire hazard; will reduce required fire resistance; will cause building service 
equipment to become overloaded or exceed their rated capacities; will create a health 
hazard or will otherwise create conditions dangerous to human life.  Any building so 
altered, which involves a change in use or occupancy, shall not exceed the height, 
number of stories and area permitted by the Building Code for new buildings.  Any 
building plus new additions shall not exceed the height, number of stories and area 
specified by the Building Code for new buildings.  Additions or alterations shall not be 
made to an existing building or structure when such existing building or structure is not 
in full compliance with the provisions of the Building Code except when such addition or 
alteration will result in the existing building or structure being no more hazardous based 
on life safety, fire safety and sanitation, than before such additions or alterations are 
undertaken.  Alterations or repairs to an existing building or structure which are 
nonstructural and do not adversely affect any structural member or any part of the 
building or structure having required fire resistance may be mad
w

lding official.  The installation or replacement of glass shall be as required for new 
installations.  Minor additions, alterations and repairs to existing building service 
equipment installations may be made in accordance with the technical code in effect at 
the time the original installation was made, subject to approval of the Building Official, 

ice equipment to become unsafe, unsanitary or overloaded. 
 

104.3 Existing Installations.  Building service equipment lawfully in existence at the 
time of the adoption of the Technical Codes may have th

tinued if the use, maintenance, or repair is in accordance with the original design and 
no hazard to life, health or property has been created by such building service e
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

 new, and all parts thereof shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary 9 
con10 

11 
r allowable area increases per the Building Code, shall be maintained open 12 

nd unobstructed.  The owner or his designated agent shall be responsible for the 13 
mai14 

15 
16 

materials, construction trash and other debris shall be kept within the 17 
construction site and maintained in such a manner that it will not be blown to adjacent 18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

     mporary  Structures. Temporary structures such as reviewing stands and 26 
oth27 

28 
29 

tive time periods 30 
quired by the Building Code.  Temporary buildings or structures shall be completely 31 

rem32 
 33 
104 Repairs, alterations and additions necessary for the 34 

pre g, structure, or its 35 
bui ents of 36 

37 
38 

ing or structure has been designated to be the official action of the 39 
of this jurisdiction as having special historical or 40 

41 

42 

43 
44 
45 

104.4  Existing Occupancy.  Buildings in existence at the time of the adoption of the 
Building Code may have their existing use or occupancy continued if such use of 
occupancy was legal at the time of the adoption of the Building Code, provided such 
continued use is not dangerous to life, health, and safety. 

Any changes in the use or occupancy of any existing building or structure shall 
comply with the provisions of the 2006 New Mexico Existing Building Code. 

 
104.5  Maintenance.  All buildings, structures and building service equipment, 

existing and
dition.  All devices or safeguards which are required by the technical codes shall be 

maintained in conformance with the technical code under which installed. Yards that are 
necessary fo
a

ntenance of buildings, structures and the building service equipment.  To determine 
compliance with this subsection, the building official may cause any structure to be re-
inspected.   

Building 

properties. 
 

104.6  Moved Buildings and Temporary Buildings.  Building structures and their 
building service equipment moved into or within this jurisdiction shall comply with the 
provisions of the Technical Codes for new buildings or structures and their service 
equipment.   

 
104.7 Te
er miscellaneous structures, sheds, canopies or fences used for the protection of the 

public around and in conjunction with construction work, may be erected by special 
permit from the building official for a limited period of time.  Such buildings or 
structures need not comply with the type of construction or fire-resis
re

oved upon the expiration of the time limit stated in the permit. 

.8 Historic Buildings.  
servation, restoration, rehabilitation or continued use of a buildin
lding service equipment may be made without conformance to all the requirem

the technical codes when authorized by the building official, provided: 
 

1. The build
legally constituted authority 
architectural significance. 

2. Any unsafe conditions as described in this Code are corrected. 

3. he restored building or structure and its building service equipment will be no 
more hazardous based on life, safety, fire safety and sanitation than the existing 
building. 
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1 
2 

eneral.  For the purpose of this code, words and their derivatives shall be construed 3 
as 4 

eanings within the context with which they are used.  Webster's Third New 5 
International Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged, copyright 1986, shall be 6 
con7 

plural and the plural the singular.  Words used in the masculine gender 8 
include the feminine and the feminine the masculine. 9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Alter or alteration is any change or modification in construction or building service 14 
equ15 

16 
terials, types of construction, equipment and systems, refers to 17 

approval by the building official as the result of investigation and tests conducted by him, 18 
or 19 

anizations. 20 
 21 

22 
pproved 23 

by the building official. 24 
25 

 for supporting or sheltering any use or 26 
occupancy. 27 

28 
 Code 29 

promulgated by the International Conference of Building Officials, as amended. 30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

or other designated authority charged with the 35 
adm nistration and enforcement of this Code, or his duly authorized representative. 36 

37 
fers to the plumbing, mechanical, electrical and 38 

elevator equipment including piping, wiring, fixtures and other accessories which provide 39 
san40 

41 
42 
43 

Electrical Code is the National Electrical Code promulgated by the National Fire 44 
Pro45 

46 

SECTION 105.     DEFINITIONS 
 

G
specified in this section.  Where terms are not defined, they have their ordinarily 

accepted m

sidered as providing ordinarily accepted meanings.  Words used in the singular 
include the 

 
Addition is an extension or increase in the floor area or height of a building or 

structure. 
 

ipment. 
 
Approved, as to ma

by reason of accepted principles or tests by recognized authorities, technical or 
scientific org

Approved Agency is an established and recognized agency regularly engaged in 
conducting tests or furnishing inspection services, when such agency has been a

 
Building is any structure used or intended

 
Building Code is the International Building Code and International Residential

 
Building, existing is a building erected prior to the adoption of this Code, or one for 

which a legal building permit has been issued. 
 
Building Official is the officer 
i
 
Building Service Equipment re

itation, lighting, heating, ventilation, cooling refrigeration, fire-fighting and 
transportation facilities essential for the habitable occupancy of the building or structure 
for its designated use and occupancy. 

 

tection Association, as amended. 
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1 
ficials and Code 2 

Administrators International, Inc., the International Conference of Building Officials, and 3 
the 4 

5 
6 
7 
8 

ts 9 
this Code for administrative regulations within its sphere of authority. 10 

11 
isted and Listing are terms referring to equipment and materials included in a list 12 

pub13 
ins periodic inspection of current 14 

roductions of listed equipment or materials.  The published list shall state that the 15 
mat16 

17 
18 

ay as used in this Code, is permissive for compliance. 19 
20 

al Code is the Uniform Mechanical Code promulgated by the International 21 
Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials. 22 
 23 

ng, or part thereof, is used or intended to 24 
be used.  The term "occupancy" as used in this Code shall include the building or part 25 
ther26 

27 
, agent, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in 28 

the property. 29 
30 

 the Building Official 31 
authorizing performance of a specified activity. 32 

33 
s or assigns, and also 34 

includes a firm, partnership or corporation, its or their successors or assigns, or the agent 35 
of a36 

37 
lumbing Code is the Uniform Plumbing Code promulgated by the International 38 

Ass39 
40 

 reconstruction or renewal of any part of the existing building, structure 41 
r building service equipment for the purpose of its maintenance. 42 

43 
ecurity Code is the Uniform Building Security Code promulgated by the 44 

Inte45 
46 

Energy Code is the Model Energy Code promulgated by the National Conference of 
States on Building Codes and Standards, Inc., the Building Of

Southern Building Code Congress International, Inc., as amended. 
 

Fire Code is the Uniform Fire Code promulgated by the International Conference of 
Building Officials and the Western Fire Chiefs Association, as amended. 

 
Jurisdiction, as used in this Code, is any state or political subdivision which adop

 
L
lished by an approved testing laboratory, inspection agency or other organization 

concerned with product evaluation that mainta
p

erial or equipment complies with approved nationally recognized codes, standards or 
tests and has been tested or evaluated and found suitable for use in a specified manner. 

 
M
 
Mechanic

Occupancy is the purpose for which a buildi

eof housing such use. 
 
Owner is any person

 
Permit is an official document or certificate issued by

 
Person is a natural person, heirs, executors, administrator

ny of the aforesaid. 
 
P
ociation of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, as amended. 
 
Repair is the

o
 
S
rnational Conference of Building Official, as amended. 
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1 

designated 2 
Technical Code. 3 
 4 

5 
6 

ational Conference of 7 
Building Officials, as amended. 8 

9 
ed by the 10 

ternational Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, as amended. 11 
12 
13 
14 

apter 16 of the Uniform Building Code have been 15 
clea ly stated on the submittal by the structural engineer of record. 16 

17 
l Code promulgated by the 18 

International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, as amended. 19 
 20 

21 
alteration, addition, repair, removal, demolition, use, 22 

oning, location, occupancy, and maintenance of all buildings and structures and building 23 
24 

 25 
26 

amended. 27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

      37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

    Exception:  Where a conflict occurs between the Building Code and the Mechanical 42 
n43 

44 
s. 45 

46 

 

Senior Building, Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing Inspector / Plans Examiner 
shall be the person providing expertise for the building official in the 

Shall, as used in this Code, is mandatory. 
 
Sign Code is the Uniform Sign Code promulgated by the Intern

 
Solar Energy Code is the Uniform Solar Energy Code promulgat

In
 
Structural permit is a permit issued for the erection of the structural framework of a 

building.  Said permit may be issued after the plan-check section has determined that 
design parameters as required by Ch

r
 
Swimming Pool Code is the Uniform Swimming Poo

Technical Codes refer to those Codes adopted by this jurisdiction containing the 
provisions for design, construction, 
z
service equipment as herein defined. 

ICC Standards is the International Building Code Standards promulgated by the 
International Conference of Building Officials, as 

 
Valuation or value as applied to a building and its building service equipment shall 

be the estimated cost to replace the building and its building service equipment in kind, 
based on current replacement costs. 
 
SECTION 106.     CONFLICTING PROVISIONS 
 

When conflicting provisions of requirements occur between this Code and any other 
codes or laws, the most restrictive shall govern.   
  
      Where conflicts occur between the Technical Codes, those provisions providing the 
greater safety to life shall govern. In other conflicts, where sanitation, life safety, or fire 
safety are not involved, the most restrictive provisions shall govern. 
 
  
or Plumbi g Codes the Building Code shall govern. The 2006 International Mechanical 
Code and 2006 International Plumbing Code, both published by the International Code 
Council may be used as reference documents to help resolve such conflict
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t sections within any of the Technical Codes 1 

ecify different materials, methods of construction, or other requirements, the most 2 
rest3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

Whenever there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of the 13 
 he 14 

all first find that a special individual reason makes the strict letter of the this Code 15 
imp16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

107.1 Alternate Materials Design And Methods of Construction And Equipment. 24 
25 
26 

cifically prescribed by the  Code provided that any such 27 
lternative has been approved. An alternative material, design or method of construction 28 

roved where the Building Official finds that the proposed design is 29 
tisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this Code, and that the 30 

mat31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

 40 
Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with any of the provisions of 41 

the Technical Codes or evidence tha construction do not conform to the 42 
requirements of the Technical Codes, the building official may require tests as evidence 43 
of compliance to be methods shall be as 44 

ecified by the Technical Codes or by other recognized test standards.  In the absence of 45 
ds for the proposed alternate, the building official 46 

 

      Where in any specific case differen
sp

rictive shall govern. When there is a conflict between a general requirement and a 
specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable. 
 
     When conflicts occur between any specific provision of this Code and any 
administrative provisions in any Technical Code which is then applicable within this 
jurisdiction, those provisions becoming the law last in time shall prevail. 
 
 
SECTION 107.     MODIFICATIONS 
 

this Code, the building official may grant modifications for individual cases, provided
sh

ractical and the modification is in conformity with the intent and purpose of the this 
Code and that such modification does not lessen health, life and fire safety requirements 
or any degree of structural integrity. The Building Official shall require that sufficient 
evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claims that may be made regarding its 
use. The details of such actions granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in 
the files of this code enforcement agency; 
 
 

 
The provisions of the Codes are not intended to prevent the use of any material or 

method of construction not spe
a
shall be app
sa

erial, method of work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of 
that prescribed in this Code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability 
and safety; 

 
107.2 Research Reports.   Supporting data, where necessary to assist in the approval of 
materials or assemblies not specifically provided for in this Code, shall consist of valid 
research reports from sources; 
 
107.3. Tests 

t materials or 

made at no expense to this jurisdiction.  Test 
sp
recognized and accepted test metho
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sha1 
2 
3 
4 

 5 
6 
7 
8 

 9 
SECTION 201.      AUTHORITY 10 

11 
this 12 

risdiction a building division which shall be under the administrative and operational 13 
con14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

 22 
23 
24 
25 

 26 
shall have the power to render interpretations of this Code and the referenced Technical 27 
Cod28 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

s Code, or whenever the Building Official or his authorized 45 
representative has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon 46 

ll determine test procedures.  All tests shall be made by an approved agency.  Reports 
of such tests shall be retained by the building official for the period required for the 
retention of public records. 

 

CHAPTER 2 
 

ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT 

 
(a) Creation of Enforcement Agency.  There is hereby established in 

ju
trol of the building official. 
 
(b) General.  Whenever the term or title "administrative authority", "responsible 

official", "building official", "chief inspector", "code enforcement officer," or other 
similar designation is used herein or in any of the technical codes, it shall be construed to 
mean the building official designated by the appointing authority of this jurisdiction. 

 
 

SECTION 202.      POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL.  
 

202.1 General The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce all 
the provisions of this code and the referenced Technical Codes.  The building official

es, and to adopt and enforce rules and regulations supplemental to this code as he 
may deem necessary to clarify the application of the provisions of this code.  Such 
interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformity with the intent and purpose of 
this code. 

 
202.2 Deputies  In accordance with prescribed procedures and with the approval of 

the appointing authority, the Building Official may appoint a Senior Building 
Inspector/Plan Checker, a Senior Electrical Inspector, a Senior Mechanical/Plumbing 
Inspector and/or other related technical officers and inspectors and other employees as 
shall be authorized from time to time to carry out the functions of the Building Division. 

 
202.3 Reports and Records.  The Building Official shall keep a permanent, accurate 

account of all fees and other moneys collected and received under this Code, the names 
of the persons upon whose account the same were paid, the date and amount thereof, 
together with the location of the building or premises to which they relate. 

 
202.4 Right of Entry  Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of 

the provisions of thi
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any1 
this Code, the Building Official or his authorized representative may enter such building 2 
or p3 
upo4 
occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and demand entry; and if such building 5 
or p6 
other p mand entry.  If 7 
entr t by filing a 8 
com9 
The10 

(1) 11 
12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 

(5) Set forth any other reason necessitating the inspection, including knowledge or 18 
19 

tutes a violation of this Code. 20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

 and to other persons, when 26 
q27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

r proper demand is made as herein provided, 33 
 p34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

e served on any persons engaged in the doing or causing such work to be 41 
don42 

43 

 

e. Any such persons shall forthwith stop all such work until authorized by the 
Building Official to proceed with the work. 

 premises, any condition which makes such building or premises unsafe as defined in 

remises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any duty imposed 
n the Building Official by this Code; provided that if such building or premises be 

remises be unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or 
ersons having charge or control of the building or premises and de

y is refused, the Building Official shall proceed to obtain a search warran
plaint made before the Metropolitan Court or District Court upon oath or affirmation.  
 complaint shall:  

Set forth the particular building, premises or portion thereof sought to be 
inspected. 

(2) State that the owner or occupant of the building, premises or portion thereof, has 
refused entry. 

(3) State that inspection of the building, premises or portion thereof is necessary to 
determine whether it complies with the requirements of this Code. 

(4) Set forth the particular provisions of this Code sought to be enforced. 

belief that a particular condition exists in the building, premises or portion thereof 
which consti

(6) State that the building official or his representative is authorized by the county to 
make the inspection. 

 
Each inspector shall be furnished with an identification card signed by the personnel 

department director, indicating his authority and must present same to the Metropolitan 
ourt or District Court for the purpose of this sectionC

re uested to do so during the performance of his duty. 
 

“Authorized Representative” shall include the officers named in Section 202.1 and 
202.2 of this Code. 

 
No owner or occupant or any other person having charge, care, or control of any 

uilding or premises shall fail or neglect, afteb
to romptly permit entry therein by the Building Official or his authorized representative 
for the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant to this Code.  Any person 
violating this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
 

202.5 Stop Orders.  When work is being done contrary to the provisions of this 
Code, the Technical Codes, or other pertinent laws or ordinances implemented through 
the enforcement of this code, the Building Official may order such work discontinued by 
writ en notict
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
fficial’s authorized representative shall have the authority to disconnect any utility 11 

serv12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

y requirements applicable to it.  The Building Official shall 18 
whe19 

20 
f the building, structure 21 

or b22 
23 

hen the Building 24 
Official ascertains that any building service equipment regulated in the Technical Codes 25 
has26 

27 
28 
29 
30 

When such equipment or installation is to be disconnected, a written notice of such 31 
disc32 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

ing Official authorizes the reconnection and use of such equipment. 42 
 43 

44 
45 
46 

 
202.6 Occupancy Violations.  When a building or structure or building service 

equipment therein regulated by this Code and the Technical Codes is being used contrary 
to the provisions of such codes, the Building Official may order such use discontinued by 
written notice served on any person causing such use to be continued.  Such person shall 
discontinue the use within the time prescribed by the Building Official after receipt of 
such notice to make the structure, or portion thereof, comply with the requirements of 
such codes. 

 
202.7 Authority to Disconnect Utilities.  The Building Official or the Building 

O
ice or energy supplied to the building, structure or building service equipment therein 

regulated by this Code or the Technical Codes in case of emergency where necessary to 
eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property or as described in section 205 of this 
code.  If the proposed disconnection is necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life 
or property, the Building Official may request that the serving utility effect, or assist 
with, the disconnection to the extent the serving utility may do so under industry 
standards and regulator

never possible notify the serving utility, the owner and occupant of the building, 
structure or building service equipment of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such 
action, and shall notify such serving utility, owner and occupant o

uilding service equipment, in writing, of such disconnection immediately thereafter. 
 

202.8 Authority to Condemn Building Service Equipment.  W

 become hazardous to life, health, property, or becomes unsanitary, he shall order in 
writing that such equipment either be removed or restored to a safe or sanitary condition 
as appropriate.  The written notice itself shall fix a time limit for compliance with such 
order.  No person shall use or maintain defective building service equipment after 
receiving such notice.   

onnection and causes therefore shall be given within 24 hours to the serving utility, 
the owner and occupant of such building, structure or premises.   

When any building service equipment is maintained in violation of a notice issued 
pursuant to the provisions of this section, the Building Official shall institute any 
appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct or abate the violation. 

 
202.9   Connection After Order to Disconnect.  No person shall make connections 

from any energy, fuel or power supply nor supply energy or fuel to any building service 
equipment which has been disconnected or ordered to be disconnected by the Building 
Official or the use of which has been ordered to be discontinued by the Building Official 
until the Build

202.10   Liability.  The Building Official, or his authorized representative charged 
with the enforcement of this Code and the Technical Codes, acting in good faith and 
without malice in the discharge of his duties, shall not thereby render himself personally 



CONTINUATION PAGE 15, ORDINANCE NO._________________ 
BERNALILLO COUNTY BUILDING ORDINANCE, BERNALILLO COUNTY 

CODE, CHAPTER 10. PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING, INSPECTION,   
APPEALS AND PENALTIES. 

 

 

1 
sion in the discharge of his duties.  Any suit brought 2 

against the Building Official or employee because of such approval, act or omission 3 
per4 

5 
6 

ent resulting there from shall be assumed by this 7 
jurisdiction.   8 

his code shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of any 9 
10 

mages to persons or property caused by defects, nor shall the 11 
ode Enforcement Agency or its parent jurisdiction be held as assuming any such 12 

liab13 
14 
15 

02.11   Cooperation of other officials and officers.  The Building Official may 16 
req17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

RES, OR BUILDING 22 
SERVICE EQUIPMENT 23 
 24 

25 
26 

s. 27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

Parapet walls, cornices, spires, towers, tanks, statuary and other appendages or 36 
ttached to, or a part of a building and which 37 

re in deteriorated condition or otherwise unable to sustain the design loads which are 38 
spe39 

40 
41 

 42 
43 
44 
45 

liable for any damage that may accrue to persons or property as a result of any approval, 
act or by reason of any act or omis

formed by him in the enforcement of any provision of such codes or other pertinent 
laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of this Code or enforced by the 
code enforcement agency shall be defended by this jurisdiction until final termination of 
such proceedings, and any judgm

T
person owning, operating or controlling any building, structure or building service 
equipment therein for any da
C

ility by reason of the inspections authorized by this Code or any permits or 
certificates issued under this Code. 

 
2
uest, and shall receive the assistance and cooperation of other officials of this 

jurisdiction so far as is required in the discharge of his duties required by this Code or 
other pertinent laws or ordinances. 

 
 

SECTION 203.  UNSAFE BUILDINGS, STRUCTU

All buildings or structures regulated by this code and the technical codes which are 
structurally inadequate or have inadequate egress, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are 
otherwise dangerous to human life are, for the purpose of this section unsafe building

 
Building service equipment regulated by such codes, which constitutes a fire, 

electrical, health hazard, unsanitary condition, or is otherwise dangerous to human life, is 
for the purpose of this section, unsafe.  Any use of buildings, structures or building 
service equipment constituting a hazard to safety, health or public welfare by reason of 
inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, fire hazard, disaster, damage or 
abandonment is, for the purpose of this section, an unsafe use. 

 

structural members which are supported by, a
a

cified in the building code are hereby designated as unsafe building appendages. 
 
All such unsafe buildings, structures or appendages and building service equipment 

are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation,
demolition or removal in accordance with the procedures set forth in the Dangerous 
Buildings Code or such alternate adopted by this jurisdiction.  As an alternative, the 
building official or other employee or official of this jurisdiction as designated by the 
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1 
olation. 2 

 3 
4 
5 

04.1   General.   In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or 6 
dete7 

8 
9 

10 
who are not employees of the jurisdiction.  The Building Official shall be an ex 11 

officio member but shall have no vote upon any matter before the board.  The board of 12 
app13 

14 
15 

all adopt rules of procedure for conducting its business and shall render 16 
all decisions and findings in writing to the appellant with a duplicate copy to the 17 
Bui18 

19 
20 

.00) fee payable to and retained by the 21 
Ber22 

23 
24 
25 

oard of Appeals 26 
to pass upon matters pertaining to 27 
s, equipment, facilities, systems, 28 

29 
30 
31 

mbers and insofar as possible 32 
33 
34 

e board shall have had at least seven (7) years experience in his 35 
36 

Ber37 
38 
39 

RED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER whose field of active practice is 41 
42 

is 43 
44 

governing body may institute any other appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct or 
abate the vi

SECTION 204.     BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

2
rminations made by the building official relative to the application and 

interpretations of the Technical Codes, there shall be and is hereby created a Board of 
Appeals consisting of nine (9) members who are qualified by experience and training to 
pass upon matters pertaining to building construction and building service equipment 
and 

eals shall be appointed by the County Manager with the advice and recommendation 
of the Bernalillo County Board of Commissioners and shall hold office at his/her 
pleasure.   

The Board sh

lding Official. 
 
204.2   Applications.  All appeals shall be initiated by writing to the building official 

and enclosing a one hundred dollar ($100
nalillo County Zoning, Building, and Planning Department. The applicant(s) shall pay 

all expenses for any tests, calculations, samples, information, recording fees and copies, 
etc. 

 
204.3   Qualifications.  Both regular and alternate members of the B

shall be qualified by education, training and experience 
building design and construction, including appliance
and conditions. 

 
Alternate members of the Board of Appeals shall serve in the absence of the principal 

me the alternate member shall be of the same classification 
as the regular members they replace.  The County Manager shall appoint all members and 
alternate members for a three (3) year term.  

Each member of th
profession and be a resident of or have his principal place of business in the County of 

nalillo.  
 
The members and alternates shall have the following classifications: 

1. A REGISTERED ARCHITECT in active practice.  40 

2. A REGISTE
Mechanical Design. 

3. A REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER whose field of active practice 
Structural or Civil Design. 
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4. 1 
2 

ENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR whose field of active practice is General 3 
4 

5 
6 

 CONTRACTOR whose field is mechanical 7 
8 

9 

ED PLUMBING CONTRACTOR whose field is plumbing contracting. 10 
 11 

12 
13 
14 
15 

 an application for an appeal is received by the Building Official, any action 16 
recommended by the Building Official shall be temporarily vacated; unless emergency 17 

rendered by the Board except as 18 
mited by subsection 204.5. 19 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

04.5   Limitations of Authority.  The Board of Appeals shall have no authority 25 
rela26 

 waive requirements of either this Code or the 27 
Tec28 

 29 
30 

SEC31 
 32 

t, construct, enlarge, 33 
alte e rt or demolish, equip, use, occupy, or maintain any 34 
building or structure or building service equipment in the County, or cause the same to be 35 
don36 
Codes. 37 

38 
odes, 39 

take40 

41 
42 

A REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER whose field of active practice is 
Electrical Design. 

5.  LICA
Building Contracting. 

6. A LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR whose field is Building Contracting 
specializing in single-family residences. 

7. A LICENSED MECHANICAL
contracting. 

8. A LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR whose field is electrical contracting. 

9. A LICENS

204.4   Quorum & Decisions.  Any combination of five (5) members and alternate 
members shall constitute a quorum.  A simple majority of the quorum present shall be 
decisive. 

 
If

action is called for, until a final decision on the appeal is 
li

 
No member or alternate member of the Board shall take part in any appeal or hearing 

in which he has a personal or financial interest.  All meetings of the board shall be open 
to the public. 

 
2
tive to interpretation of the administrative provisions of this Code or the Technical 

Codes nor shall the Board be empowered to
hnical Codes. 

 
TION 205.     VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to erec
r, r pair, move, improve, conve

e, contrary to or in violation of any of the provisions of this Code and the Technical 

 
The Building Official may, for any violation of this Code and the Technical C
 one or more of the following actions: 

1. Revoke one or all permits issued to the owner or contractor for the project in 
violation until the violation is corrected. 
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2. Refuse to issue additional per er or contractor until the violation is 1 
corrected. 2 

3. Charge double perm rmit. 3 

e. 4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
r p10 

11 
12 
13 
14 

NSPECTIONS 15 
16 

SEC17 
 18 

30119 
structure o20 
shall be erected, constructed, enlarged, altered, repaired, moved, improved, removed, 21 
convert22 
or build23 
 24 

301.2   A permit shall not be required for the types of work in each 25 
of the separate classes of permit as listed below.  Exemption from the permit 26 
require ork to be 27 
done i28 
ordinan29 
 30 

301.2.1 its.  A building permit will not be required for the 31 
32 

A. 33 
ses and similar uses, provided the projected roof area does not exceed 34 

35 

B. alls not over six feet (6') above grade on 36 
link) any height as determined by 37 

38 

39 

D. gh. 40 

mits to the own

it fee if work is started without a pe

4. Charge a re-inspection fe

5. Refuse to authorize installation of gas, electric or water service until the violation 
is corrected. 

6. Have gas, electric or water service removed until the violation is corrected. 

7. Issue an Ordinance Violation Citation or take any legal action at his disposal. 

A violation of this Code shall be considered a separate offense for each and every day 
o ortion thereof the violation is committed, continued, or permitted. 
 
 

CHAPTER 3 
 

PERMITS AND I
 

TION 301.     PERMITS 

.1   Permits required.  Except as specified in subsection 301.2, no building, 
r building service equipment regulated by this Code and the Technical Codes 

ed, or demolished unless a separate appropriate permit for each building, structure 
ing service equipment has first been obtained from the Building Official. 

rk.   Exempted wo

ments of this Code shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any w
n violation of the provisions of the Technical Codes or any other laws or 
ces of this jurisdiction. 

 Building Perm
following: 

One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and storage sheds, 
playhou
120 square feet. 

Fences and freestanding masonry w
the lowest side. Open style fences (i.e. chain
the Building Official. 

C. Oil derricks. 

Movable cases, counters and partitions not over 5 feet 9 inches hi



CONTINUATION PAGE 19, ORDINANCE NO._________________ 
BERNALILLO COUNTY BUILDING ORDINANCE, BERNALILLO COUNTY 

CODE, CHAPTER 10. PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING, INSPECTION,   
APPEALS AND PENALTIES. 

 

 

1 
2 
3 

e if the capacity does not exceed 4 
5 
6 

G. 7 
8 

H. ing and similar finish work. 9 

10 

f Group R, Division 3, and 11 
an 54 inches. 12 

imming pools accessory to buildings regulated by the 13 
esidential Code in which the pool walls are entirely above the 14 

es not exceed 5000 gallons. 15 

16 

M. r during a 17 
 or 18 
ork 19 

20 
21 

22 
23 

O. 24 

P. Cab25 

Q. Tre26 

R. 27 

S. Inte28 
all applicable requirements of flame spread required by this Code. 29 

T. ire the application of exterior lath. 30 

it.  These exemptions 31 
shall not be construed as relieving the owner of a sign from the responsibility 32 

33 
34 

35 
36 

designed for the use of a replaceable copy, electric signs shall not be 37 
38 

E. Retaining walls which do not have a difference in finished grade on opposite 
sides exceeding 48 inches, unless supporting a surcharge and impounding 
flammable liquids. 

F. Water tanks supported directly upon grad
5000 gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed two 
to one. 

Platforms, walks, and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade and not 
over any basement or story below. 

Painting, paper

I. Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery. 

J. Window awnings supported by an exterior wall o
Group U Occupancies when projecting not more th

K. Prefabricated sw
International R
adjacent grade and if the capacity do

L. Minor repairs less than $1000.00 in value. 

Installation or work which is done after regular business hours o
holiday when immediate action is imperative to safeguard life, health,
property, provided such person making the installation or performing the w
applies for a permit covering the installation or work not later than the next 
business day. 

N. Construction, alteration, or repair work for which a permit is not required by 
law or ordinance.  (See Section 103) 

Television and radio antennas supported on roofs. 

inet Work. 

e-houses. 

Tents. 

rior plastering or paneling of existing surfaces provided the material meets 

Exterior re-plastering that does not requ

U. Signs.  The following signs shall not require a sign perm

of its erection and maintenance, and its compliance with the provisions of this 
Code or any other law or ordinance regulating the same. 

(1) The changing of the advertising copy of message on a painted or printed 
sign only.  Except for theater marquees and similar signs specifically 

included in this exemption. 
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1 
2 

rmit unless a structural 3 
4 

5 

6 
7 
8 

 items. 9 
 10 

11 
followi12 

A. The stopping of minor leaks in drains, soils, waste or vent pipe, provided, 13 
14 

 defective and it becomes necessary to remove and replace the same with 15 
16 
17 

B. valves or fixtures, nor 18 
19 
20 

ediate action is imperative to safeguard life, 21 
ch person performing the work applies for a 22 

23 

D. tallation of temporary lines for testing equipment or apparatus.  No 24 
ut the 25 

26 
 27 

28 
29 

liances energized by means of a cord or 30 
attachment plug end to be connected to an approved receptacle 31 

itted by the Electrical Code. 32 

33 
pe and rating in the same location. 34 

35 

D. 36 
37 

E. 38 

39 
40 

(2) Painting, repainting or cleaning of an advertising structure or the changing 
of the advertising copy of message thereon shall not be considered an 
erection of alteration which requires a sign pe
change is made. 

(3) Signs less than 6 feet above grade. 

(4) Non-electric signs with an area 2 square feet or less. 
 

Unless otherwise exempted by this Code, separate plumbing, electrical and 
mechanical permits will be required for the above exempted

    301.2.2   Plumbing Permits.  A plumbing permit will not be required for the 
ng: 

however, that should any concealed trap, drainpipe, soil, waste or vent pipe 
become
new material, the same shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be 
procured and inspection made as provided in this Code.  

The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, 
for the removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not 
involve or require the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes, or fixtures. 

C. Work which is done when imm
health, or property, provided su
permit covering the work not later than the next business day.  

The ins
deviation may be made from the installation described in the permit witho
approval of the Building Official. 

301.2.3    Electrical Permits.  An electrical permit will not be required for the 
following: 

A. Portable motors or other portable app
cable having an 
when that cord or cable is perm

B. Repair or replacement of fixed motors, transformers or fixed approved appliances 
of the same ty

C. Temporary decorative lighting. 

Repair or replacement of current-carrying parts of any switch, contactor or control 
device. 

Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles, but not the outlets therefore. 

F. Repair or replacement of any over-current device of the required capacity in the 
same location. 
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1 
s or gas tube systems. 2 

3 

4 

experimental purposes in suitable experimental 5 
6 

7 
8 

nals or the transmission of 9 
10 
11 

L. one when immediate action is imperative to safeguard life, 12 
13 
14 

required for the 15 
16 

17 

18 

C. 19 

20 

E. Any closed system of steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or 21 
22 

23 
le requirements of the 24 

25 

26 
 issued pursuant to the requirements of the Technical Codes. 27 

28 

29 

30 
31 

ering the work not later than the next business day. 32 
33 

 FOR PERMIT 34 
 35 

2 tion in 36 
37 
38 

 39 

G. Repair or replacement of electrodes or transformers of the same size and capacity 
for sign

H. Tapping joints. 

I. Removal of electrical wiring. 

J. Temporary wiring for 
laboratories. 

K. A permit shall not be required for the installation, alteration or repair of electrical 
wiring, apparatus or equipment or the generation, transmission, distribution or 
metering of electrical energy or in the operation of sig
intelligence by a public or private utility in the exercise of its function as a serving 
utility. 

Work which is d
health, or property, provided such person performing the work applies for a 
permit covering the work not later than the next business day. 

301.2.4    Mechanical Permits.  A mechanical permit will not be 
following: 

A. Any portable heating appliance. 

B. Any portable ventilating equipment. 

Any portable cooling unit. 

D. Any portable evaporative cooler. 

cooling equipment regulated by the Mechanical Code. 

F. Replacement of any component part of assembly of an appliance which does not 
alter its original approval and complies with other applicab
Technical Codes. 

G. Any refrigerating equipment which is part of the equipment for which a permit 
has been

H. ny unit refrigerating system as defined in the Mechanical Code. 

I. The installation of temporary lines for testing equipment or apparatus. 

J. Work which is done when immediate action is imperative to safeguard life, 
health, or property, provided such person performing the work applies for a 
permit cov

A

 
SECTION 302.     APPLICATION

30 .1   Application. To obtain a permit, the applicant shall first file an applica
writing on a form furnished by the building section for that purpose.  Every such 
application shall provide construction documents that include: 
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1 
wal2 
floo3 

4 
Info ing service equipment shall be indicated in the 5 

plan6 
coo7 
risers, anel schedules and 8 
wir9 

 10 
The11 

12 
13 

14 
Uniform Property Code (UPC), and street address or similar description that will 15 

16 

17 
g design criteria list: 18 

19 
20 
21 

22 
23 

24 
 to the building official of any new building or structure or any 25 

26 

27 
28 

7. 29 
 30 

30231 
whe32 
Code, two sets of plans and specifications shall be submitted: 33 

 34 
EX lation, 35 

36 
37 

req38 
and39 
Me40 
exception of: 41 

42 

A plot plan, foundation plan, floor plan, framing plan, cross section through bearing 
l, and elevations.  Electrical, plumbing and heating work may be shown on the 
r plan. 
 
rmation and computation on build

s including installation of consumer plumbing, drainage, gas piping, heating and 
ling, ventilation and refrigeration systems.  Electrical plans shall show electrical 

conductor sizes, grounding, load calculations, disconnects, p
ing methods. 

 construction documents shall: 

1. Identify and describe the work to be covered by the permit for which the 
application is made. 

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be done by legal description, 

readily identify and definitely locate the proposed building or work. 

3. Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed work is intended.  
Commercial plans shall be provided with the followin
Occupancy group and division, type of construction, location of property seismic 
zone, square footage/allowable area, fire sprinklers, height and number of stories, 
occupant load and land use zone. 

4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, engineering calculations, computations and 
specifications and other data as required in subsection 302.2.  

5. State the valuation by submittal of the project contract amount or other means 
acceptable
addition, remodeling or alteration to an existing building.  

6. Be signed by applicant, or his authorized agent, who may be required to submit 
evidence to indicate such authority. 

Give such other data and information, as may be required by the building official. 

.2   Submittal Documents.  With each application for a building permit, and 
n required by the Building Official for enforcement of any provisions of this 

CEPTION:  The building official may waive the submission of plans, calcu
etc., if he finds that the nature of the work applied for is such that reviewing of plans 
is not necessary to obtain compliance with this Code.  The Building Official shall 

uire all plans and specifications be prepared and sealed by a Registered Architect 
/or Registered Professional Engineer(s) licensed to practice in the State of New 
xico for all uses as listed in Chapter 3 of the International Building Code with the 

1. Single-family dwellings not more than two (2) stories in height. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 

4. 10 
two (2) stories or less in height.  Does not include E (Educational, Day 11 

ardous) or I (Institutional) occupancies, all of which must be 12 
nd/or engineer(s) licensed to practice in the State of New 13 

14 

, or structures which present no unusual conditions, 15 
ancy. 16 

al may require the plans to be prepared and sealed by a 17 
l 18 
d 19 

rty is 20 
ed 21 

22 
23 

uilding official the responsibility of a Licensed 24 
r(s) shall be demonstrated on each sheet of the 25 

drawings by the appearance of their seal and signature and shall include the 26 
27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

38 

39 
40 

2. Multiple dwellings not more than two (2) stories in height containing not more 
than four (4) dwelling units of wood-frame construction; provided, this paragraph 
shall not be construed to allow a person who is not registered under the 
Architectural Act (NMSA 1978 $ 61-51-15-1 et seq.) to design multiple clusters 
of up to four (4) dwelling units each to form apartment or condominium 
complexes where the total exceeds four (4) dwelling units on any lawfully divided 
lot; 

3. Garages or other structures not more than two (2) stories in height which are 
appurtenant to buildings described in Paragraph 1 and 2 of this subsection; 

Non Residential buildings, or additions, having a total occupant load of ten (10) 
or less and 
Care), H (Haz
certified by an architect a
Mexico. 

5. Alterations to buildings
hazards or change in occup

      The building offici
Registered New Mexico Architect and/or Registered New Mexico Professiona
Engineer(s) for any specific construction that involves public safety or health an
wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health or prope
concerned, or a change of occupancy is involved.  Occupant load shall be defin
and determined by the method set forth in Table 1004.1.1 of the International 

nBuildi g Code.  

   When required by the b
Architect and Licensed Enginee

following: 

1. Architect. 

2. Structural Engineer. 

3. Electrical Engineer. 

4. Mechanical Engineer. 

5. Civil Engineer. 

6. Where an additional specific technical consideration is required, it shall also 
be acknowledged by seal and signature.  The Electrical design shall be 
prepared and sealed by a Registered Professional Engineer,  licensed to 
practice in the State of New Mexico, when the service capacity exceeds the 
following: 

1. 200A for a single phase. 

2. 50 KVA for three phase. 
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1 

ctice in the State of New Mexico, when the total mechanical 2 
quipment, materials, and labor, exceeds $50,000.00 in valuation or if the building 3 

exc4 
5 

of one (1) 4" (inch) building 6 
drain as specified in Table 7-3, 7-5 of the Uniform Plumbing Code or if the building 7 
exc8 

9 
10 

 the nature and extent 11 
of the work proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of the 12 
Tec13 

14 
15 
16 

upant load, soil bearing capacity, concrete strength, lumber and 17 
eel stress values, wind, roof, and floor design loads.  Plans shall also include a plot plan 18 

sho19 
20 
21 
22 

 retaining walls, or any other data or computations not specifically 23 
entioned herein in order to show correctness of the plans. 24 

25 
26 

quired structural and fire-resistive 27 
tegrity will be maintained where a penetration will be made for electrical, mechanical, 28 

lumbing and communication conduits, pipes and similar systems. 29 
30 

For one and two-family dwellings and townhouses regulated by the International 31 
Res32 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

 of consumer plumbing, drainage, gas piping, heating and 38 
ooling, ventilating and refrigeration systems.  Electrical plans shall show electrical 39 
sers, conductor sizes, grounding, load calculations, disconnects, panel schedules and 40 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

 

The Mechanical design shall be prepared and sealed by a Registered Professional 
Engineer, licensed to pra
e

eeds two (2) stories in height.  The Plumbing design shall be prepared and sealed by a 
Registered Professional Engineer, licensed to practice in the State of New Mexico, when 
the fixture unit count of the project exceeds the capacity 

eeds two (2) stories in height. 
 

302.3   Information on Plans and Specifications.  Plans shall be drawn to scale 
upon substantial paper and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate

hnical Codes and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.  Information on 
plans and specifications shall include but not be limited to the following: the house and 
street address of the work, name and address of the owner and/or the contractor and the 
person preparing the plans, seismic category, type of construction, area of each floor, 
occupancy group and occ
st

wing property lines and the location of the proposed building and of every existing 
building on the property. 
 

The building official may require special calculations regarding three (3) story wood 
framed building,
m

 
Plans for buildings more than two (2) stories in height of other buildings regulated by 

the International Residential Code shall indicate how re
in
p

 

idential Code, minimum plan submittal shall include but not be limited to the 
following drawings: Plot plan, Foundation plan, Floor plan, Framing plan, Electrical plan, 
cross section through bearing wall and elevations.  Plumbing and heating fixtures may be 
shown on the floor plan. 
 

Information and computations on building services equipment shall be indicated on 
the plans including installation
c
ri
wiring methods. 
 

Any specifications of general expression such as, "work shall be done in accordance 
with the Bernalillo County Code", or "to the satisfaction of the County Building 
Official", shall be deemed inadequate and incomplete. 
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 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Exception 1:  A homeowner may be issued a permit to build a single family residence 9 
and10 

11 
12 
13 

bing and/or electrical exam with a score of 75% or 14 
greater. The Electrical / Plumbing Sections shall administer the written exams to 15 
qua16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

that the 25 
ied by the Bernalillo County Commission in Administrative Resolution have 26 

bee27 
28 

When the Building Official issues the permit where plans are required, he shall 29 
end e30 
plans a31 
from t32 
accorda33 

 34 
The35 

structur36 
whole r building service equipment have been submitted or 37 
approved, provided adequate information and detailed statements have been filed 38 
com39 

40 
ding service will be granted.  A permit that was issued for the 41 

foundation of a building will require a building permit before work progresses beyond the 42 
fou43 

44 
45 

 

ndation stage.  Work permitted under a foundation permit shall be limited to footings, 
foundation walls and any other construction up to and including a first floor slab. 
 

SECTION 303.     PERMIT ISSUANCE 
 

303.1   Issuance.  Only an individual, firm, partnership or corporation duly licensed 
as a contractor by the Construction Industries Division of the State of New Mexico, will 
be issued a permit unless such individual, firm, partnership or corporation is exempt 
under NMSA 60-13-3 D. 
 

 or garage for his own use. 
 
 
Exception 2:  An electrical or plumbing permit may be issued to a homeowner who 
successfully completes a written plum

lified homeowners who complete the Homeowner’s Responsibility Form. 
Homeowners will be allowed two (2) hours to complete each exam. Homeowners who do 
not pass an exam may take that one additional time after waiting 10 working days. 
 

The application, plans and specifications, and other data, filed by an applicant for 
permit shall be reviewed by the Building Official.  Such plans may be reviewed by other 
departments of this jurisdiction to verify compliance with any applicable laws under their 
jurisdiction.  If the Building Official finds that the work described in an application for a 
permit and the plans, specifications and data filed therewith conform to the requirements 
of this code and the technical codes and other pertinent laws and ordinances, and 
fees specif

n paid, a permit therefore shall be issued to the applicant. 
 

ors  in writing or stamp the plans and specifications "APPROVED".  Such approved 
nd specifications shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization 
he building official, and all work regulated by this Code shall be done in 
nce with the approved plans. 

 Building Official may issue a permit for the construction of part of a building, 
e or building service equipment before the entire plans and specifications for the 
building, structure o

plying with all pertinent requirements of the Technical Codes.  The holder of such 
permit shall proceed at his own risk without assurance that the permit for the entire 
building, structure or buil
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1 
2 
3 

. Plumbing, mechanical and electrical permit procedures for multiple units.  Where 4 
5 
6 

 required for each building on separate 7 
foundations with the permits so numerically marked to identify the separate 8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

nnecting roof structures or assemblies in order to avoid the separate 14 
structure as stated above. 15 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

ion:   Electrical Permits for Apartment Houses.   The Administration Fee will 22 
e required for each gang of meters on each gang of meters on each building of apartment 23 
ouses. 24 

 25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

etention of Plans.    One set of approved plans and specifications shall be 30 
turned to the applicant and shall be kept on the site of the building or work at all times 31 

dur32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

 

ing which the work authorized thereby is in progress.  One set of approved plans, 
specifications and computations shall be retained by the Building Official until final 
approval of the work, thereafter to be returned to the applicant or destroyed by the 
Building Official. 

 
 
303.3   Validity of Permit.  The issuance of a permit or approval of plans, 

specifications and computations shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval 
of, any violation of any of the provisions of this Code or the Technical Codes, or of any 
other ordinance of this jurisdiction.  Permits presuming to give authority to violate or 
cancel the provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be 
valid. 
 
 
 

A separate permit shall be required for a sign for each business entity, and/or a 
separate permit shall be required for each group of signs on a single supporting structure. 
 

1
multiple structures are built on the same property or lot under one ownership 
and/or address; and where the gas and/or electric utilities are furnished through 
one meter, separate permits will be

buildings.  The administration fee as described in Administrative Resolution shall 
be charged on each permit and permit fees shall be charged as though they were 
individual structures. 

 
No consideration will be given to connecting laundries, storage rooms, boiler rooms, 

garages, etc., by co

 
Where several meters are installed on one (1) building, separate permits will be 

required for each meter with the permits so marked to identify each building address.  
The Administration Fee as described in the Administrative Resolution approved by the 
Bernalillo County Commission will be charged on each permit and permit fees shall be 
charged as though each meter location was a separate building. 
Except
b
h

When separate structures exist as stated above, but each such structure is served by its 
individual and separate gas and/or electric meter, a separate permit will be required and 
each permit will carry the administration fee. 
 

303.2   R
re
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1 
ng Official from thereafter requiring the correction of errors in said 2 

plan3 
 or of any other ordinances of this 4 

risdiction. 5 
6 

e Building Official under the 7 
rovisions of the Technical Codes shall expire by limitation and become null and void, if 8 

the 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

 premises will also be considered a 15 
nui16 

17 
18 

e-half 19 
(1/2) the amount required for a new permit for such work, provided no changes have been 20 

ade or will be made in the original plans and specifications for such work; and provided 21 
andonment has not exceeded one (1) year. All plans and other 22 

ta submitted for permit may thereafter be returned to the applicant or destroyed by the 23 
24 

  In order to renew action on a permit exceeding one (1) year after expiration, the 25 
ermittee shall pay a new full (current) permit fee. 26 

 27 
28 
29 
30 

n unexpired permit may apply for an extension of the 31 
me within which he may commence work under that permit when he is unable to 32 

com33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

y of the provisions of these codes. 41 
42 

 43 
44 
45 

The issuance of a permit based upon plans, specifications and other data shall not 
prevent the Buildi

s, specifications and other data, or from preventing building operations being carried 
on there under when in violation of these codes
ju
 

303.4   Expiration.  Every permit issued by th
p

building or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within 180 days from 
the date of such permit, or if the building or work authorized by such permit is suspended 
or abandoned at any time after the permit is issued for a period of 180 days. Permit will 
expire after a period of 180 days of last legitimate inspection of record.  All buildings or 
structures under construction and regulated by this Code and the Technical Codes which 
are in a deteriorated condition for  more than 90 days and on which no work has been 
done during that period are considered abandoned. The

sance and if the nuisance is not abated by rehabilitation, repair, demolition or removal, 
the Building Official may institute any appropriate administrative or judicial action to 
prevent, restrain, correct or abate the violation.  Before such work on above permits can 
be recommenced, the permit must be re-newed, and the fee therefore shall be on

m
that such suspension or ab
da
Building Official. 

p

EXCEPTION:  Demolition Permits shall expire ninety days from the date of issuance 
unless an extension is granted by the Building Official.   
 

Any permit holder holding a
ti

mence work within the time required by this section for good and satisfactory 
reasons.  The Building Official may extend the time for action by the permittee for a 
period not exceeding 180 days upon written request by the permittee showing that 
circumstances beyond the control of the permittee have prevented action from being 
taken.  Permits shall not be extended more than once.  

303.5   Suspension or Revocation.   The Building Official may, in writing, suspend 
or revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this Code and the Technical Codes 
whenever the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or 
in violation of any ordinance or regulation or an

 

SECTION 304.     FEES 
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     1 
2 

 3 
4 

. Where a technical 5 
code has been adopted by the jurisdiction for which no fee schedule is shown in this 6 
Cod7 

8 
9 

he determination of value or valuation under any of the provisions of these codes 10 
sha11 

 12 
and13 

 14 
sued as well as all finish work, painting, roofing, electrical, plumbing, heating, air-15 

con16 
17 
18 
19 

an Review Fees.  When a plan or other data is required to be submitted by 20 
Section 302.2, a plan review fee shall be paid at the time of submitting plans and 21 
spe22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Where plans are incomplete or changed so as to require additional plan review, an 31 
add plan n Tables 3-A through 3-F 32 

f the Administrative Resolution. 33 
 34 
The35 

issued  Resolution. 36 
he fee for checking more than two (2) sets of plans schedules established (duplicate 37 

sets) sh38 
 39 

The40 
prelimi41 
Admin42 
describ43 
informa44 

 45 

  304.1   General.    Fees shall be assessed in accordance with the provisions of this 
section. 

 304.2   Permit Fees.  The fee for each permit shall be as set forth by Administrative 
Resolution with the approval of the Bernalillo County Commission

e, the fee required shall be in accordance with the schedule established by the 
Bernalillo County Commission. 
 

T
ll be made by the building official. The Building Official may use the most current 

data released from the Building Safety Journal (The Professional Journal of Construction
 Fire Safety).  The value to be used in computing the building permit and building 

plan review fees shall be the total value of all construction work for which the permit is
is

ditioning, elevators, fire-extinguishing systems and any other permanent equipment 
no matter who may furnish the equipment, labor or materials. Final building permit 
valuation shall be set by the Building Official. 

   
304.3   Pl

cifications for review.  Said plan review fee for buildings, signs or structures shall be 
as shown in Table 3-A and 3-E Administrative Resolution.  

 
The plan review fees for electrical, mechanical and plumbing shall be equal to 25 

percent of the total permit fee as set forth in Tables 3-B, 3-C and 3-D. 
 
The plan review fees specified in this subsection are separate fees from the permit 

fees specified in Section 304.2 and are in addition to the permit fees. 
 

itional  review fee shall be charged at the rate shown i
o

 fee for rechecking lost or worn-out plans for which a permit has previously been 
shall be charged at the rate shown in Table 3-A of the Administrative

T
all be charged at the rate shown in Table 3-A of  the Administrative Resolution.   

 fee for the checking and consultation time requested by the applicant for a 
nary plan review shall be charged at the rate shown in Table 3-A of the 
istrative Resolution. In all cases the applicant must provide the basic code data 
ed in Section 302.3 and not be dependent upon the building official for this 
tion. 
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1 

 by limitation, and plans and 2 
ther data submitted for review may thereafter be returned to the applicant or destroyed 3 

4 
app5 
circ nd the control of the applicant have prevented action from being 6 

ken.  No application shall be extended more than once.  In order to renew action on an 7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

estigation.   Whenever any work for which a permit is required by 13 
this Code has been commenced without first obtaining said permit, a special 14 

15 
16 

304.5.2      Fee.   An investigation fee, in addition to the permit fee, shall be 17 
collected whether or not a permit is then or subsequently issued.  The 18 
investigation fee shall e permit fee required by this 19 
Code. The minimum investigation fee shall be the same as the minimum fee set 20 

h 3-F of the Administrative Resolution.  The payment 21 
of such investigation fee shall not exempt any person from compliance with all 22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

he building official may authorize the refunding of not more than 80 percent of the plan 33 
rev34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

xception:  The building official may authorize the refunding of any fee paid subject the 40 
rev41 

42 
43 

BOILER INSPECTIONS 44 
 45 

1. Certificate of Operation: 46 

 

304.4   Expiration of Plan Review.  Applications for which no permit is issued 
within 180 days following the date of application shall expire
o
by the Building Official.  The Building Official may extend the time for action by the 

licant for a period not exceeding 180 days upon request by the applicant showing that 
umstances beyo

ta
application after expiration, the applicant shall resubmit plans and pay a new plan review 
fee. 
 

304.5 Investigation Fees.  Work without a Permit.  
 

304.5.1     Inv

investigation may be made before a permit is issued for such work. 
 

be equal to the amount of th

forth in Tables 3-A throug

other provisions of either this Code or the Technical Codes nor from any penalty 
prescribed by law. 

 
     304.6           Fee Refunds.    The building official may authorize the refunding of any 
fee paid hereunder which was erroneously paid or collected. 
 
 The building official may authorize the refunding of not more than 80 percent of the 

permit fee paid when no work has been done under a permit issued in accordance 
with this code. 

 
T

iew fee paid when an application for a permit for which a plan review fee has been 
paid is withdrawn or cancelled before any plan review is done. 

The building official shall not authorize the refunding of any fee paid except upon 
written application filed by the original permit holder not later than 180 days after the 
date of fee payment. 
 
E

iew and approval of the County Manager or his designated representative. 
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1 

(a) If upon inspection, a boiler is found to comply with the adopted rules and regulations, 2 
the ler.  3 

 at 4 
 as 5 
on.  6 

hall be valid for not more that fourteen (14) months from the date of 7 
inspection in case of power boilers and twenty-six (26) months in the case of low pressure 8 
hea iler 9 

be 10 
11 
12 

)  The Building Official may at any time revoke a certificate of operation when, in 13 
his 14 

15 
16 

oiler shall have been made to conform to the rules and regulations of 17 
the County. 18 
 19 

boiler required by this ordinance to be 20 
spected by the Building Official shall pay to the designated inspection agency upon 21 

com22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

SECTION 305    INSPECTIONS 27 
 28 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

 39 
40 
41 

e liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material required to 42 
allo43 

44 
45 
46 

 

w inspection. 
 
A survey of the lot may be required by the building official to verify that the structure 

is located in accordance with the approved plans. 

   

Building Official shall issue a Certificate of Operation to the owner or user of such boi
The Certificate of Operation shall state the date of inspection and the maximum pressure
which the boiler may be operated.  The owner or user of said boiler shall pay the fee
established by Administrative Resolution upon the issuance of the Certificate of Operati
Certificate of Operation s

ting and all other boilers.  Certificates shall be posted in the room containing the bo
inspected, or for a portable boiler, in a metal container to be fastened to the boiler or to 
kept in a tool box accompanying the boiler. 
 

(b
opinion the boiler for which it was issued cannot be operated without menace to the 

public safety, or when the boiler is found not to comply with the lawful rules and 
regulations of the County.  Such revocation of a certificate of operation shall continue in 
effect until such b

2. Inspection Fees:  The owner or user of a 
in

pletion of the inspection, fees in accordance with the fee schedules established by 
Administrative Resolution.  
 
 
 

305.1   General.  All Construction or work for which a permit is required shall be 
subject to inspection by the Building Official and all such construction or work shall 
remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved by the Building 
Official.  In addition, certain types of construction shall have continuous inspection as 
specified in Section 306. 

 
Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a 

violation of the provisions of this Code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction.  
Inspections presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this Code or 
of other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. 

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and 
exposed for inspection purposes.  Neither the building official nor this jurisdiction shall 
b
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1 
2 
3 
4 

 street.  This card shall be maintained in such position by the permit 5 
holder until final approval has been issued by the Building Official. 6 

7 
305 ork 8 

uthorized by a permit to notify the Building Official that such work is ready for 9 
insp e at least the following:  correct street address, suite 10 
num er and/or building number, type of inspection, permit holder's name, permit number 11 
and12 

spect13 
ficial.  It shall 14 

be the duty of the permit holder requesting any inspections required either by this code or 15 
the ch16 

17 
18 
19 

building permit is not required, it shall be the duty of the plumbing, 20 
mechanical, or electrical permit holder to ensure that the address is conspicuously posted. 21 
 22 

30523 
each su24 
Such a25 
success26 
followi27 
notifica r indicate that portion of 28 
the construction is satisfactory as completed or shall notify the permit holder or his agent 29 
whe30 
be corr led until authorized by the 31 
Building Official. 32 

33 
   34 

 or occupancy and use. 35 
 36 

30537 
 38 
05.5.1    Required Building Inspections.  Reinforcing steel or structural framework 39 

 40 
 41 

42 
    43 

 44 
 45 

 
305.2   Permit Notice Card.  Work requiring a building permit shall not be 

commenced until the permit holder or his agent shall have posted a permit notice card 
with the street address on it in a conspicuous place on the premises so that the permit card 
is visible from the

 
.3   Inspections Requests. It shall be the duty of the permit holder doing the w

a
ection.  Notification shall includ
b

/or sub-permit number.  The Building Official may require that every request for 
in ion be filed at least one (1) working day before such inspection is desired.  Such 
request may be in writing or other means at the approval of the building of

te nical codes to provide access to and means for inspection of such work.  It shall 
be the duty of the permit holder requesting any inspection to ensure that the permit notice 
card is conspicuously posted and is visible from the street. 
 
EXCEPTION:   If a 

.4   Approval required.  Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in 
ccessive inspection without first obtaining the approval of the Building Official.  
pproval shall be given only after an inspection shall have been made of each 
ive step in the construction as indicated by each of the inspections required by the 
ng subsections detailing the required inspections.  The building official, upon 
tion, shall make the requested inspections and shall eithe

n the same fails to comply with this code.  Any portions which do not comply shall 
ected and such portion shall not be covered or concea

 
There shall be a final inspection and approval of all buildings, building service   
equipment, and structures when completed and ready f

.5   Required Inspections.   

3
for any part of any building or structure shall not be covered or concealed without 
first obtaining the approval of the Building Official. 

 
 The Building Official, upon notification from the permit holder or his agent, shall   

make the following inspections (when applicable to the construction method used) 
and shall either approve that portion of the construction as completed or shall 
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 1 
 2 

3 
4 
5 

  All materials for the 6 
foundation shall be on the job, except where concrete is ready-mix in accordance 7 

8 
f approved treated wood, additional 9 

10 
 11 
2. sulation Inspection:  To be made after insulation has been 12 

installed around the perimeter of slab on grade floors. 13 
 14 
3. 15 

uit, piping accessories and other ancillary equipment 16 
items are in place, but before any concrete is placed.  17 

. 18 
19 
20 
21 

. Bond Beam Inspection: To be made when bond beam is formed and steel is in 22 
23 
24 

6. 25 
and windows, 26 

are in place and all pipes, electrical wiring, chimneys, duct work and vents are 27 
28 

 29 
7. 30 

31 
32 
33 

8” type X 34 
sheetrock will be inspected prior to taping and bedding.  35 

 36 
      9. Lath Inspection:  To be made after all lath, interior and/or exterior, is in place; 37 
 38 

10. r 39 
occupancy and before it is occupied.  A final inspection shall be scheduled by the 40 

41 
 42 

43 
 to what portion of the 44 

work is to be inspected. 45 
 46 

notify the permit holder or his agent wherein the same fails to comply with this 
Code. 

 
1. Foundation Inspection: to be made after excavations for footings are complete 

and any required reinforcing steel is in place.  For concrete foundations, any 
required forms shall be in place prior to inspection.

with nationally accepted standards, the concrete need not be on the job.  Where 
the foundation is to be constructed o
inspections may be required by the Building Official. 

Foundation In

Concrete Slab Inspection: To be made after all in-slab or under-floor building 
service equipment, cond

4 Floor Frame inspection: To be made when all floor joists, girders and hangers 
are installed but before any decking is placed. All under-floor plumbing, 
mechanical and electrical work must be approved prior to any concealment. 

 
5

place and tied, prior to laying any successive courses or placing any concrete. 
 

Frame inspection: To be made after the roof decking and under-layment, all 
framing fire-blocking, bracing, framed openings for exterior doors 

complete, inspected and approved. 

Insulation Inspection: To be made after insulation has been installed in frame 
walls, ceilings, floors, etc. 

 
8. Sheetrock Inspection:  All commercial sheetrock applications shall be inspected 

prior to taping and bedding. Residential applications only required 5/

but before any plaster / stucco is applied.  
Final inspection: To be made after building is completed and ready fo

permit holder. 

Partial inspections:  When necessary due to construction requirements, partial 
inspections may be made.  This requires specific details as
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1 
 2 
 ections for these categories as the project 3 

progresses. 4 
5 

305.5.2   Required Electrical Inspections.  The following is a list of required 6 
 ic7 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

 15 
16 
17 

 18 
3. 19 
 20 
4. 21 

22 
 23 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

7. 31 
32 
33 

 34 
8. 35 

 36 
37 

 ns are not limited to the following and that 38 
 39 

 40 

1. rk: This inspection includes all duct work described by the 41 
42 
43 
44 

 Some projects shall require multiple inspections within a category as listed above.  
It shall be the responsibility of the Permit Holder to notify the Building Official 
and request such additional insp

 
 

electr al inspections and customary terms.  It should be noted that the number 
 and type of inspections are not limited to the following and that additional 
 inspections may be required subject to the complexity of the work. 

 
1. Rough-in:  When wires are run into a building and before they are covered by 

finished walls, ceilings or floors, when the ground wires are made up to the boxes, 
when home-runs are terminated in the panels, when conduit work is secured 
(including boxes), the work is ready for a Rough-In inspection. 

2. Pre-final:  Pre-Final requires a complete service riser, meter can in place, point of 
attachment completed, service ground attached to grounding electrode. 

Final: When the job is completed a final inspection is required. 

Slab: Check the conduit before pouring for proper installation, continuity 
(grounding integrity) and any damage.  Note whether conduit is metal or plastic. 

5. Temporary poles: Check that disconnect and receptacles are weatherproof.  
Look for proper clearance at the point of attachment.  A driven ground or 
wrapped butt shall be properly installed.  Check conductor capacity, fuses, and 
switches.  Check for GFCI for 15 and 20 amp receptacles. 

 
6. Meter changes:  When there is a meter change, check out the service risers, point 

of attachment, service bonding, and grounding. 
Ranges and/or dryers: Check that there has been no double lugging, the service 
is adequate for the load and grounds are properly installed.  Check for improper 
use of SE cable from a sub-panel. 

Swimming Pools:  Grounding, conduit and final inspections are required. 

305.5.3 Required Mechanical and Solar Energy Inspections.  It should be noted 
that the number and type of inspectio
additional inspections may be required subject to the complexity of the work. 

Duct Groundwo
permit that requires underground installation.  The inspection shall be called after 
the duct has its proper concrete cover if required, but before it is covered by any 
other material. 
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2. 1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

ade at time 7 
of the plumbing or heating top out. 8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 

) 16 
of mercury measured with a manometer or slope gauge.  Test pressures shall be 17 

18 
19 
20 

.    21 
22 

23 
24 
25 

. High Pressure Test:  For welded piping carrying gas at pressures less than 26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

14) 31 
32 
33 
34 

 in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column pressure, 35 
36 
37 
38 

  With prior written approval from the Administrative Authority, existing 39 
40 
41 
42 
43 

 

gas piping carrying gas at pressures in excess of fourteen (14) inches water column 
pressure may be tested with sixty (60) pounds per square inch and shall be continued 
for a length of time satisfactory to the Administrative Authority, but in no case for 
less than thirty (30) minutes for each 500 cubic feet of pipe volume.  All of the above 

Rough Piping Inspection:  Rough piping inspection of all piping installations 
shall be made after all piping covered by the permit has been installed, and before 
any such piping has been covered or concealed, or any appliances have been 
attached thereto; provided, that the building official may expressly waive rough 
piping under any particular permit where there is involved only an extension to 
existing piping for the purpose of providing one (1) or more additional gas outlets 
or plumbing fixtures for the same structure.  This inspection may be m

3. Heating Top Out: This inspection shall include all duct work and vents above 
grade covered by the permit which will be covered or concealed.  This inspection 
shall be called before any of the ducts or vents above grade are covered or 
concealed. 

4. Mercury Test:  Low gas supply pressure up to and including 3 lbs shall include 
an air pressure test, at which time the gas piping shall stand a pressure of not less 
than 10 pounds per square inch gauge pressure, or at the discretion of the building 
official the piping and valves may be tested at a pressure of at least six inches (6"

held for a length of time satisfactory to the building official, but in no case for less 
than 15 minutes with no perceptible drop in pressure.  Over 3 lbs gas supply 
pressure shall require a 24 hour recorder at 30 lbs.    

 For gas conversions and existing homes needing a Mercury test, all gas appliances 
shall be brought up to current codes. 

Exception:  Appliances installed in bedrooms do not have to be moved, closet   
shall be weather-stripped with outside combustion air and boilers do not have to 
have backflows. 

5
fourteen (14) inches water column pressure, the test pressure shall not be less than 
sixty (60) pounds per square inch and shall be continued for a length of time 
satisfactory to the administrative authority, but in no case for less than thirty (30) 
minutes for each 500 cubic feet of pipe volume. 

Exception:   Welded piping carrying gas at pressures less than fourteen (
inches water column pressure, may at the contractor's option, be tested with a test 
pressure of not less than thirty (30) pounds per square inch using a recording 
device for a period of not less than twenty-four (24) hours.  For gas piping 
carrying gas at pressures
the test pressure shall not be less than thirty (30) pounds per square inch using a 
recording device for a period of not less than twenty-four (24) hours. 

 
Exception:
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2 
our period. 3 

4 
5 

6. 6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

7. 12 
13 
14 
15 

8. 16 
17 
18 

a final gas inspection shall be called and approved.  No 19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

 25 
Partial26 
inspect27 
inspect28 
 29 

30530 
a list o inspections and the customary terms and 31 
ord32 
inspect ing and that more inspections may be required by 33 
the 34 

1. 35 
ewer main to private property line.  Approval to tap the county sewer 36 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

 piping. 43 

44 
45 

tests shall be made using air, CO2, or nitrogen pressure only and shall be made in the 1 
presence of the administrative authority.  The 24-hour recording device shall be read 
by the administrative authority or his representative at the end of the 24-h
All necessary apparatus for conducting tests shall be furnished by the permit holder. 

 
Gas Final:  Final inspection of all installations shall be made after all piping 
covered by the permit has been installed and after all portions thereof which are to 
be concealed by plastering or otherwise have been so concealed and after all non-
portable gas appliances are installed.  A mercury test is required for a final gas 
inspection, even if a temporary gas inspection was made previously. 

 
Appliances Final:  An appliance final shall be made after the installation of an 
appliance, or appliances, has been completed to meet this Code and 
manufacturer's installation instructions. 

 
Temporary Gas Service:  Temporary gas service shall be for a maximum of a 90 
day period. Mercury test and inspection on specified appliances shall be called for 
a temporary gas service. Before additional appliances are connected, or a tenant 
may occupy a building, 
temporary gas for heating shall be allowed after April 30 or before October 1. 

 
9. Boiler Inspection: This inspection shall be made after the installation of the 

boiler is completed to meet this Code and the manufacturer's installation 
instructions. 

 Inspections:  When necessary due to construction requirements, partial 
ions may be made.  This requires specific details as to what portion is to be 
ed. 

.5.4 Required Plumbing and Swimming Pool Inspections.  The following is 
f required plumbing and swimming pool 

er in which they are usually called.  It should be noted that the number and type of 
ions are not limited to the follow

complexity of some jobs. 

Sewer Tap and Stub-In:  Sewer tap and stub-in from a tee or a tapping saddle on 
the county s
is required from the liquid waste engineer of the County of Bernalillo. 

2. Water Service:  Water piping from the service meter to the connection outside of 
the building. Metal pipe shall be covered to a minimum of twenty-eight inches 
below finished grade, in debris-free soil.  Plastic pipe shall be covered to a 
twenty-eight inch depth below grade, on a smooth bed, in debris-free soil.  All 
piping shall be checked with a test of not less than operating pressure.  Backfill 
shall be free of any stones, metal, glass, etc., which could cause damage to

3. Building or House Sewer:  Building sewer or house sewer shall  be  in 
accordance with Table 7-5 in  the  Uniform Plumbing Code, of approved 
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1 
perly graded, and inspected before any backfill cover. 2 

3 
inimum of ten feet head for a test 4 

and inspection before covering.  This inspection includes water distribution piping 5 
6 
7 

itary ground work inspection under a concrete floor has 8 
9 

10 

. Rough Piping Inspection:  Rough piping inspection of all piping installations 11 
d, and before 12 

any such piping has been covered or  concealed, or any appliances have been 13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

wer Pan Inspection; Shower pan liners of vinyl or other water proofing 19 
method shall be inspected.         20 

21 
22 
23 

24 
25 
26 

s required upon completion. 27 

Partial insp28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

ial for all signs having 33 
34 

35 
36 

 37 
38 

sed shall bear the label 39 
of a40 

 41 
The Building Official may order the removal of any sign that is not maintained in 42 

43 

materials, at a minimum depth of  twelve inches, on a smooth bed, tamped below 
pipe as required, and pro

4. Ground Work: All drain, waste and vent piping below the first floor level to a 
re-vent height is to be filled with water to a m

below a first floor slab.  Water distribution is defined as all water piping inside 
and under the building. 

. Top-Out:  Where a san5
been made, the next inspection is usually the top-out and includes all piping above 
the floor to the extensions through the roof and/or walls. 

6
shall be made after all piping covered by the permit has been installe

attached thereto; provided that the Building Official may expressly waive rough 
piping under any particular permit where there is involved only an extension to 
existing piping for the purpose of providing one (1) or more additional gas outlets 
or plumbing fixtures for the same structure.  This inspection may be made at that 
time of the plumbing or heating top-out. 

8.  Sho

7. Plumbing Final:  When all plumbing is complete and the fixtures are installed 
and ready for service, a final inspection shall be called for by the plumbing 
contractor. 

8. Swimming Pool Inspection:  An inspection is required on all work before it is 
concealed.  An inspection is required on the circulating lines, pool drain, water 
distribution, house sewer connection, sand trap, mercury test on gas lines, and 
boiler.  A pool final i

ection: When necessary due to construction requirements, partial inspections 
may be made.  This requires specific details as to what portion is to be inspected. 

 
305.5.5 Required sign inspections.  All signs for which a permit is required shall 

be subject to inspection by the Building Official. 
1. Footing inspections may be required by the Building Offic

footings. 

2. Final inspection shall be required for all signs.  The permittee shall notify the 
Building Official when the sign is completed. 

All signs containing electrical wiring shall be subject to the provisions of the 
governing electrical code, and the electrical sign and components u

n approved testing agency. 

accordance with provisions of Section 104.5. 
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1 
2 
3 

s.  In addition to the called inspections specified above, 4 
the Building Official may make or require other inspections of any construction work to 5 
asc omp6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
 11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

re the job is ready for such 17 
inspection or re-inspection. 18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

To obtain a re-inspection, the applicant shall file an application therefore in writing 26 
27 

 of Administrative Resolution. 28 
 29 

nce30 
31 
32 
33 

 34 
SEC35 

n shall make connections from a source of 36 
energy, fuel, or power to any building service equipment which is regulated by the 37 
Technical Codes and for which a permit is required by this Code, until written approval is 38 
giv e B39 

40 
41 
42 
43 

f Occupancy. 44 
 45 

 
All signs may be re-inspected at the discretion of the Building Official. 

 
305.5.6 Other inspection

ertain c liance with the provisions of this Code or other Technical Codes and other 
laws which are enforced by the Building Division. For the purpose of determining 
compliance with Section 104.5, the Building Official may cause any structure to be re-
inspected. 

 
305.5.7 Re-inspections.   A re-inspection fee may be assessed for each inspection 

or re-inspection when such portion of work for which inspection is called is not complete 
or when corrections called for are not made. 

 
This subsection is not to be interpreted as requiring re-inspection fees the first time a 

job is rejected for failure to comply with the requirements of the Technical Codes, but as 
controlling the practice of calling for inspections befo

 
Re-inspection fees may be assessed when the permit notice card and/or address is not 

conspicuously posted on the work site; the approved plans are not readily available to the 
inspector; for failure to provide access on the date for which inspection is requested; for 
deviating from plans requiring the approval of the Building Official; or for a second 
rejection for failure to comply with the requirements of this Code. 

 

upon a form furnished for that purpose, and pay the re-inspection fee in accordance with 
Tables No. 3-A through 3-F

In insta s where re-inspection fees have been assessed, no additional inspection of 
the work will be performed until the required fees have been paid. 

Re-inspection fees may be waived at the discretion of the Building Official 
 

TION  306.  CONNECTION TO UTILITIES. 
306.1 Energy Connections.  No perso

en by th uilding Official. 
 
306.2 Temporary Connections.  The Building Official may authorize the 

temporary connection of the building service equipment to the source of energy, fuel or 
power for the purpose of testing building service equipment, or for use under a temporary 
Certificate o
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ities.  Written authorization of the Building Official 1 

sha corporation to reconnect any gas or water 2 
serv  the Building Official. 3 

4 
5 

tele6 
Bernali7 

8 
e any person, firm or corporation makes any 9 

w necti10 
of B llo C11 

12 
13 
14 
15 

 16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

eof be made until the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy 22 
23 
24 

nges in the character or use of a building shall not be 25 
made except as specified in the building code. 26 

27 
28 

307  Issued.  A request for a certificate of 29 
occ30 
bee31 
pertine32 
inspect33 
followi34 

35 
1. The building permit number. 36 

37 

r. 38 

39 

40 
r 41 

which the proposed occupancy is classified. 42 

43 
44 

 

6. The name of the Building Official. 
 

306.3 Reconnection of Util
ll be required for any person, firm, or 
ice if it has been ordered disconnected by

 
306.4 Street Excavations.  All utilities (plumbing, gas, sewer, water, electricity, 
phone, and telegraph) making excavations shall comply with all provisions of the 

llo County Code and other applicable Ordinances. 
 
306.5 Sewer Connections.  Befor

se er con on to, or between any other type buildings within the unincorporated areas 
ernali ounty, the connection shall be subject to the provisions of the county's 

policy in force at that time regarding policy regulating sewer connections. Any person, 
firm or corporation making sewer connections shall comply with all applicable sections 
of this code, secure the required permits and pay the required fees. 

 

SECTION 307. CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY AND CERTIFICATE OF 
SHELL COMPLETION 
 

307.1 Use or Occupancy.  Buildings or structures shall not be used or occupied, 
nor shall a change in the existing occupancy classification of a building or structure or 
portion ther
therefore as provided herein. 

 
307.2 Change in Use.  Cha

 
 

.3 Certificate of Occupancy
upancy shall be made by the owner or his agent after final inspection approvals have 
n secured from all county departments or divisions involved in the enforcement of 

nt codes, ordinances, or laws.  The building official, after notification of all final 
ion approvals, shall issue a certificate of occupancy which shall contain the 
ng: 
 

2. The address of the building. 

3. The name and address of the owne

4. A description of that portion of the building for which the Certificate is issued. 

5. A statement that the described portion of the building complies with the 
requirements of this Code for group and division of occupancy and the use fo
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1 

ng or portion thereof before 2 
e same is completed, he may issue a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy for the use of 3 

 portion or portions of a building or structure prior to the completion of the entire 4 
building or stru5 

 6 
307.5 Certificate of Shell Completion.  A request for a certificate of shell 7 

com8 
9 

s.  The Building Official, after notification of all 10 
inspection approvals, shall issue a Certificate of Shell Completion which shall contain the 11 
foll12 

13 
1 The shell building permit number. 14 

2 The15 

3. The nam16 

4. A statement that the construction of he shell is complete and is in compliance 17 
18 

19 
20 

g to be occupied and a Certificate of Occupancy is 21 
22 

. The name of the Building Official. 23 
24 

upancies, the Certificate of 25 
ccupancy shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises and shall not be 26 

rem27 
28 

. ilure pancy and 29 
 30 

tion of this code and subject the offender to penalty under Section 205. 31 
 32 
307.8  Revocation.  The Building Official may, in writing, suspend or revoke a 33 

certificate of occupancy issued under the provisions of this Code whenever the certificate 34 
is issued in error, or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or when it is 35 

etermined that the building or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any 36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 

 

307.4 Temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  If the Building Official finds that 
no substantial hazard will result from occupancy of any buildi
th
a

cture. 

pletion may be made by the owner or his agent after inspection approvals have been 
secured from all County departments or divisions involved in the enforcement of 
pertinent codes, ordinances or law

owing: 
 

 address of the building. 

e and address of the owner. 

 t
with the requirements of this Code. 

5. A statement that the various portions of the shell building are not ready for 
occupancy until such time that tenant developments are completed for each 
portion of the shell buildin
issued for each portion. 

6
 

307.6  Posting.  For commercial and multi-family occ
O

oved except by the Building Official. 
 
307.7  Violations  Fa  to request a certificate of occupancy prior to occu

failure to request a change of occupancy or use under Section 308(b) shall constitute a
continuing viola

d
ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this Code. 
 
 

AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
TECHNICAL CODES 
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The1 

numbered to correspond to the numbering of the 2 
006 International Building Code.  3 

 4 
 5 

tate of New Mexico for regulations. 6 
7 
8 

 

 following adopts and amends the technical provision of the 2006 New Mexico 
Building Code.  Each amendment is 
2

  All mention of L.P. Gas shall be deleted from these codes.  Refer to L.P. Gas Bureau
of the S
 
 

NEW MEXICO COMMERCIAL BUILDING CODE 
  

9 
10 

 11 
R 1 12 

13 
nd refer to Chapters 1, 2, and 3, of the Uniform Administrative 14 

ode of the County of Bernalillo. 15 
16 
17 

 18 
ection 712.2.1 Solar-ready sleeved penetrations.  Section 712.2.1 of the New 19 

Mexico tirety. 20 
21 

 1522 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

ection 1604.11 Walls and Fences.  Add to new section to read as follows: 32 
 33 

Walls and fences shall be constructed to conform to the engineering design 34 
35 

Walls designed as garden walls shall not be 36 
sed as retaining walls.  The finished grade on opposite sides of a garden wall may vary 37 
p to 48 inches without being considered a retaining wall.  All retaining walls shall have 38 

enginee ed. 39 
40 

 permits or engineering design if they do not 41 
xceed 6 feet in height on either side. 42 

43 
  44 

shed grade on either side of the wall or 45 
nce. 46 

CHAPTE    ADMINISTRATION: 
 

Delete in its entirety a
C
 

CHAPTER 7    FIRE RESISTANCE-RATED CONSTRUCTION: 

S
 Commercial building Code is deleted in its en

 
 CHAPTER      ROOF ASSEMBLIES AND ROOFTOP STRUCTURES: 
 

Section 1502.1  Definitions.  Section 1502.1 of the New Mexico 
Commercial Building Code is deleted in its entirety.  See this section of the International 
Building Code. 
 

 
 
CHAPTER 16 STRUCTUAL DESIGN: 

 
S

 
requirements of this code relating to the construction materials used and the types of 
loads the wall or fence will be subjected to.  
u
u

ring computations submitted before a permit is issu
 
 Garden walls or fences do not require
e
 

Barbed wire and “concertina” wire may be used on a wall or fence if the strands
are a minimum of six feet (6’) or more above fini
fe



CONTINUATION PAGE 41, ORDINANCE NO._________________ 
BERNALILLO COUNTY BUILDING ORDINANCE, BERNALILLO COUNTY 

CODE, CHAPTER 10. PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING, INSPECTION,   
APPEALS AND PENALTIES. 

 
1 

 Snow Loads.  The snow load for Bernalillo County (other than 2 
areas labeled “CS” as shown in Figure 1608.2 of IBC) is 20 pounds per square foot non-3 

ducible. 4 
5 

Section 160 ce with the 6 
llowing:  The three (3) second gust wind speed to be used for design in the Bernalillo 7 

County shall be 90 mph. 8 
 9 

ection 1609.3 Wind Speed Conversion.  When required, the three (3) second 10 
gu11 
 12 

13 
CHAPTER 23 WOOD: 14 

 15 
Section 2308.9.1 Size, Height and Spacing.  Delete the entire section and replace 16 

17 
18 

 height for interior walls.  19 
Utility studs and / or plates shall not be used in load-bearing walls. 20 
 21 
Section the following sentence at the end of this 22 
section:  2 inch x 6 inch foundation plates or sills may overhang the foundation or 23 

24 
25 
26 

HAPTER 24 GLASS AND GLAZING: 27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

 32 
CHAPTER 29 PLUMBING SYSTEMS: 33 

Delete Chapter 29 of the New Mexico Commercial Building Code in its entirety. See this 34 
Chapter of the International Building Code. 35 
 36 
 37 

CHAPTER 32 ENCROACHMENTS INTO THE PUBLIC RIGHT  38 
39 
40 
41 

ates in walls or fences on private or public property shall not project beyond the 42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

 

 
Section 1608 

re
 

9.3 Basic Wind Speed.    Delete the entire section and repla
fo

S
st wind speed shall be converted to fastest-mile wind velocity using table 1609.3.1.  

 

with the following:  The size, height and spacing of studs shall be in accordance with 
Table 2308.9.1 except that utility grade studs shall not be spaced more than 16 inches on 
center, or exceed 8 feet in height for exterior walls or 10 feet in

 2308.9.2.4 Plates or Sills.  Add 

foundation wall a maximum of one and one-half inch (1-½”).   
 
 

C
 
Delete Chapter 24 of the New Mexico Commercial Building Code in its entirety. See this 
Chapter of the International Building Code. 
 

 

    OF-WAY: 
 
Section 3202.2.4 GATES.  Add a new section to read as follows: 
G
property line. 
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NEW MEXICO RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CODE 
  

1 
2 

 3 
CHAPTER 1 ADMINISTRATION: 4 

5 
Delete in its entirety and refer to Chapters 1, 2, and 3, of the Uniform Administrative 6 

7 
8 
9 

CHAPTER 6 WALL CONSTRUCTION: 10 
 11 

S tion  12 
is section:  2 inch x 6 inch foundation plates or sills may overhang the foundation or 13 

 one and one-half inch (1-½”).   14 
 15 
 16 
CHAP17 
 18 

Delete this cha dopt Chapter 7, 19 
onal Residential Code as written but with the following 20 

21 
 22 

ection 703.6.21 finish 23 
tem or acry led in 24 

cco25 
26 
27 
28 

 29 
 30 
 31 
CHAPTER 10 CHIMNEYS AND FIREPLACES: 32 

33 
ection 1001.3  Seismic Reinforcing.   Amend this paragraph to read:  34 

ed.  Reinforcing shall conform to the 35 
quirements set forth in Table R1001.1 and Section R609, Grouted Masonry.  36 

37 
 Seismic Anchorage.   Amend this paragraph to read:  38 

asonry or concrete chimneys shall be anchored at each floor, ceiling, or roof line more 39 
than40 

uirements of Section R1001.4.1. 41 
 42 
Tab43 

44 
45 
46 

 

Code of the County of Bernalillo. 
  
 

ec 602.3.4 Bottom (sole) plates.  Add the following sentence at the end of
th
foundation wall a maximum of

TER 7 WALL COVERING: 

pter of the New Mexico Resid ntial Code in its entirety.  Ae
Wall Covering, of the Internati
evision: r

S Weep Screeds.  When an approved acrylic based exterior 
lic based color coat is applied, weep screeds shall be instalstucco sys

a rdance with the National Evaluation Services Report applicable to the specific 
product installed. 

 
 

 
S
Masonry or concrete chimneys shall be reinforc
re
 
Section 1001.4 
M

 6 feet (1829mm) above grade, except where constructed completely within the 
exterior walls.  Anchorage shall conform to the req

le R1001.1   Summary of Requirements for Masonry Fireplaces and 
Chimneys.   Delete footnote “b”.  
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1 
2 

 

 

 
 

NEW MEXICO EARTHEN BUILDING MATERIALS CODE 
 
ADOPTED AS WRITTEN. 
 
 

        

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

NEW MEXICO HISTORIC EARTHEN BUILDING CODE 
 
ADOPTED AS WRITTEN. 

 

8 
9 

10 
11 

 12 
NEW MEXICO NON-LOAD BEARING BALED STRAW                     13 
CONSTRUCTION  STANDARDS BUILDING  14 

15 
 AS WRITTEN. 16 

17 
18 

LDING CODE

 
ADOPTED
 
 

 NEW MEXICO EXISTING BUI  19 
 20 

 in its entirety and refer to Chapters 1, 2, and 3, 21 
of the Uniform Administrative Code of the County of Bernalillo. 22 
 23 

24 
25 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ELECTRICAL CODE

Chapter 1    Administration.  Delete

 
 

 26 
27 

ARTICLE 90 28 
 29 

entirety and substitute the following: 30 
 31 
AR32 

33 
 34 

alillo County Electrical Code", may be cited as 35 
such, and will be referred to herein as "this code." 36 

37 
ards to 38 

feguard life or limb, health, property and public welfare by regulating and controlling 39 
the tallation, quality of materials, location, operation and 40 
maintenance or alteration of electrical systems, including fixtures and appliances within 41 
Ber42 
Article 90-3. Scope.  43 
 44 

 

Delete in its 

TICLE 90 
Article 90-1. Title. 

This Code shall be known as the "Bern

 
Article 90-2. Purpose.  The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum stand

sa
design, construction, ins

nalillo County. 
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1 

enance of all electrical lighting, heating, 2 
power systems, signal and communications systems, including all fixtures, conductors, 3 

iring, conduit, devices, appliances, and equipment within or on public or private 4 
buildings and premises including yards, carnivals, parking lots, mobile homes, travel 5 
trail o a 6 
supply of electricity, and other outside conductors adjacent to the premises.  The rules 7 
and regulations published by the Public Service Commission of New Mexico, covering 8 
electrical services, insofar as they do n  this code, are hereby made a part 9 
of this code and will be enforced as such. 10 
 11 

12 
CHAPTER 1 13 

 14 
15 

 16 
17 
18 
19 

lillo County. 20 
 21 
Finished building is a building where all tradesmen have completed their work and 22 

23 
e Uniform Administrative Code of Bernalillo County. 24 

 25 
ec. 210-52 (b).  Branch circuits required. 26 

 27 
(b)(1). Small Appliance Branch Circuits Dwelling Occupancies:  ADD the following 28 

par29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 

rticle 250 Grounding.  39 
40 

 250-81(e). 41 
42 
43 

here is no possibility of a proper cold water ground, the grounding 44 
connection shall be made to the re-bars in the footing of the building or structure.  This 45 

 

The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, installation alteration, repair, 
relocation, replacement, addition to, use, or maint

w

ers, and industrial substations; also the conductors that connect the installations t

ot conflict with

 

General:  

Article 100-Definitions Add the following definitions: 
 
Code Administration Program is the Building Division of the Zoning, Building and 

Planning Department, Berna

the building has been approved by the building official and a certificate of occupancy 
issued as required by th

S

agraph:  
 
The receptacle outlets required by this section shall be limited to four (4) single or 

duplex receptacles per circuit. 
Exception:  Circuits that supply only dining areas may serve six (6) outlets.  
Article 240. Over-current Protection.  
 
Section 240-24 Location in or on Premises.  ADD sub-paragraph (f): Over-current 

devices shall not be located in bathrooms, closets, cupboards or similar locations. 
 

A
 
Section
 
(e) Where a building or structure has plastic instead of metal pipe for its cold water 

system and t
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doe1 
2 
3 
4 

 5 

s not preclude the use of any other electrodes permitted in 250-81, as long as a proper 
ground and a supplemental ground are provided. 

 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE 
 

6 
7 

 8 
CHAPTER 1 9 

 10 
Delete in its entirety and substitute Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of the Uniform 11 

Adm  12 
13 

unty” 14 
and may be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as “this Code.” 15 

16 
sions of this Code shall apply to the erection, installation, alteration, repair, 17 

location, and replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of any gas piping, heating, 18 
boi tilat19 
hea20 
 21 

22 
As mb23 

gs. 24 
 25 
 26 

CHAPTER 5 27 
 28 

29 
30 
31 
32 

ive Authority, domestic dryer moisture exhausts shall not 33 
exceed a length of 23 feet with two (2) 90 degree ells and a full 4” vent cap opening, or 34 
33  o35 

e number allowed.  Further, 36 
it is the installer’s responsibility to comply with the individual installation instructions 37 
and38 

39 
40 
41 
42 

 shall extend continuously to a minimum of 6” above the 43 
roof surface. 44 

45 

inistrative Code of Bernalillo County.
 
Scope:  This Code shall be known as the “Mechanical Code of Bernalillo Co

 
The provi

re
ler, ven ing, cooling, refrigeration systems, incinerators and other miscellaneous 
t producing appliances. 

  
of Septe er 2007, Bernalillo County will inspect LP gas piping on residential and 

commercial buildin

Section 504.3-Clothers Dryers 
 
504.3.2.2 Length Limitation.  Change the section to read as follows:  Unless 

otherwise permitted or required by the dryer manufacturer’s installation instructions and 
approved by the Administrat

feet with ne (1) 90 degree ell and a full 4” vent cap opening.  Ten feet shall be 
deducted for each additional 90 degree elbow in excess of th

/or manufacturer’s recommendations for each appliance. 
 
Section 505.4  Duct Enclosure.  Add a sentence to the end of this section to read as 

follows:   
 
The required duct enclosure
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1 
2 

For the purposes of this section, a food-processing establishment shall include any 3 
bui o4 

r occupancies, but shall not include a dwelling unit.  5 
 6 
 7 

8 
9 

 10 
 11 

R 9 12 
 13 

07.0  Change to read as follows: 14 
 15 

id-fuel-burning fireplaces provided:   16 
 17 

ion 18 
instru19 
 20 

907.5 If the fireplace is equipped with a damper, it shall be permanently blocked 21 
open by welding or cutting a hole of sufficient size to prevent spillage of combustion 22 
products into the room.  On 8” and smaller flues the damper shall be removed. 23 

 24 
907.6  The minimum flue p be not less than 1 square inch per 25 

000 Btu/h input. 26 
 27 

 pilot and a listed safety shutoff valve. 28 
29 

itted, within the 30 
fire31 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

an approved operating valve located in the 41 
sam  room and outside the hearth, but no more than four (4) feet from such outlets.  42 
Wh43 

44 
45 
46 

 

en piping on the discharge side of any such control valve is standard weight brass or 
galvanized steel, such piping may be embedded in or surrounded by not less than two (2) 
inches of concrete or masonry. 

 

Section 508.1 (Hoods) Where Required.  Insert a new sentence and exception to 
read as follows: 

lding or p rtion thereof used for the processing of food, including churches, day care 
centers and simila

EXCEPTION:  A low temperature dishwashing machine with a maximum water 
temperature setting of 140 degrees F. will not be required to be provided with a type II 
hood. 

CHAPTE

9

Approved gas logs may be installed in sol

907.4  The gas log is installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installat
ctions. 

assageway shall 
2

907.7  Gas logs shall be equipped with a
 
907.8  The use of a flexible gas connection shall not be perm
box unless it is part of the listed gas assembly. 
 
907.9  Masonry fireplaces shall comply with Section 3102 of the UBC.  Factory 

built fireplaces shall be approved for installation of gas logs and provided with a means 
for installing the gas piping.  

 
907.10  The following listing agencies are recognized by Bernalillo County for the 

listing of gas logs: AGA, IAPMO, ICBO, UL, and RADCO. 
 
907.11  Section 1211.14 of the UPC shall also apply:  All gas outlets located in a 

barbecue or fireplace shall be controlled by 
e



CONTINUATION PAGE 47, ORDINANCE NO._________________ 
BERNALILLO COUNTY BUILDING ORDINANCE, BERNALILLO COUNTY 

CODE, CHAPTER 10. PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING, INSPECTION,   
APPEALS AND PENALTIES. 

 
1 
2 
3 
4 

 5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

is 10 
burning). 11 

 12 
907.15  Gas logs shall not be installed in factory built fireplaces if the fireplace 13 

listing prohibits the installation of glass doors. 14 
 15 
 16 

17 
18 
19 

a. When a direct vented gas fireplace is vented under a roof or patio cover, the 20 
21 
22 

 23 
24 

 25 
APPENDEX B 26 

27 
28 
29 

TEAM AND HOT-WATER BOILERS 30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

oiler and Pressure Vessel Code, Section I, IV and IX with the amendments and 36 
inte37 

fied by ASME CSD-1-38 
2002, titled Controls and Safety Devices for Automatically Fired Boilers, and 39 
promulgated by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.   Amendments and 40 
interpretations to the Code also may be adopted immediately upon being promulgated, to 41 
the end that the definitions, rules an all at all times follow the generally 42 
accepted nation-wide engineering standards. 43 

44 
as 45 

 by 46 

 

 
Exception:  All swimming pool heaters installed to heat private swimming pools 

defined in the Swimming pool Code need not be ASME Certified but shall be certified

907.12  Kiva shaped fireplaces shall be field tested by the gas log installer for 
carbon monoxide at the top of the arch.  No spillage of carbon monoxide into the living 
space will be allowed.  A letter stating that there is no spillage must be sent to the 
Building Official on each Kiva installation. 

907.13  Thermostat control shall not be permitted on a gas log, unless listed as part 
of the appliance. 

 
907.14  Glass doors shall be installed on fire places when a gas log is installed, 

(some gas log instructions require that the door be opened when the appliance 

 
Section  908.0  Gas Fireplaces, Vented 

 

horizontal distance from the vent cap to the opposite edge of the roof shall be 
limited to seven (7) feet. 

 

CHAPTER 10 
 
 

S
 
Section 1005.1 Safety Requirements.  Change to read as follows: 
All boilers and fired pressure vessels installation and the repair thereof shall conform 

to minimum requirements for safety from structural and mechanical failure and excessive 
pressures established by the Building Official in accordance with the ANSI-ASME 2001 
B

rpretations thereto made and approved by the Council of the Society.  Automatically 
fired boilers shall have the controls and safety devices as speci

d regulations sh
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eaters 1 
ll be 2 
nput 3 

000 BTU’s or less at sea level.  If the pool heater exceeds 200,000 BTU’s at sea 4 
level as stamped at the factory, it shall be considered a boiler and it shall be governed by 5 
the provisions of Chapter 21 of the Bernalillo County Mechanical Code and shall be 6 

SME constructed, stamped and approved by the National Board. 7 
 8 
The Building Official or his designated agent shall inspect all installations in 9 

de and conduct all inspections in 10 
ccordance with the latest edition of the National Board Inspection Code, published by 11 

12 
Blow-off13 

 14 
 15 
 16 

17 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE

 

the American Gas Association under ANSI Z21.56-1974.  All swimming pool h
installed in connection with public swimming pools as defined in this Code sha
certified by the American Gas Association under ANSI Z21.56-1974 if their BTU I
is 200,

A

Bernalillo County at intervals designated in this co
a
the National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors and the National Board 

 Equipment Rules Supplement to the National Boiler Board Inspection Code. 

 
 18 

 19 
20 

Delet ter 1 a21 
of the Co22 

 23 
This all be24 

be cited a is Code.” 25 
 26 

27 
Purp28 
 29 
The provisions of this Code shall apply to the erection, installation, alteration, repair, 30 

relocati31 
dra32 

33 
nd I of the Plumbing Code shall be 34 

onsidered as part of this Code.  The Uniform Plumbing Code Interpretations Manual 35 
sha36 

37 
38 
39 

The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials Directory of 40 
Research41 

 42 
 43 

44 
CHAPTER 3 45 

46 

 
e Chap nd refer to Chapters 1, 2 and 3 of the Uniform Administrative Code 
unty of Bernalillo. 

Code sh  known as the “Plumbing Code of the County of Bernalillo”, may 
s such, and will be referred herein as “th

 
ose.  

on, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of all plumbing systems and 
inage systems. 
 
Appendix A, B, C, D, E, G, and H, I, J, K a

c
ll be considered as the official interpretation manual for this Code.  The International 

Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials Installation Standards shall be 
considered only as a guide.  For specific material approvals, see Section 301 of this Code. 
 

 Recommendations shall be considered only as a guide. 
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313.6.1 Pipe Protection.  All water p n any space adjacent to, above or 1 

elow a heated area subject to freezing shall be protected from freezing by the use of a 2 
inimum R-19 paper back Batt Insulation covering the water piping.  When blown in 3 

insu aped over the pipe and extending down 4 
to the top of the ceiling with no insulation installed in the space below the pipe.  A 5 
min ter piping. 6 

ater piping shall not be installed in any outside walls, floors or ceiling of unheated 7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

CHAPTER 4 12 
13 

412.0 Minimum Number of Plumbing Fixtures. 14 
15 

unt.  Plumbing fixtures shall be provided for the type of 16 
building occupancy and in the minimum number as shown in the 2006 New 17 

18 
19 
20 

412.2   Access to Fixtures.    Adopted as written in the Uniform 21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

Uniform Plumbing Code. 29 
30 

 31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

mers shall not have their access through any food 42 
reparation, food storage or food service areas. 43 

44 
412.7 Toilet Facilities for Workers.   Adopted as written in the Uniform 45 
Plumbing Code. 46 

 

iping installed i
b
m

lation is used a semi rigid material shall be dr

imum of R-21 insulation shall be installed continuously above the wa
W
areas. 

 
 

 

 

 
 412.1  Fixture Co

Mexico Building Code. 
  
 

Plumbing Code. 
 
 

412.3   Separate Facilities, Including Exceptions.   Adopted as written 
in the Uniform Plumbing Code. 

  
412.4   Fixture requirements for Special Occupancies.  Adopted as 
written in the 

 

412.5   Facilities in Mercantile and Business Occupancies Serving 
Customers.   Adopted as written in the Uniform Plumbing Code. 

 
   412.6  Food Service Establishments.   Food service establishments with an 

occupant load of one hundred (100) or more shall be provided with separate facilities 
for employees and customers.  Customer and employee facilities may be combined 
for occupant loads less than one hundred (100) 

 
In addition, add a sentence to the end of section 413.6 as follows:  A lavatory for 

hand-washing shall be installed in all food preparation areas and in all food service areas. 
Restroom facilities for the use of custo
p
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 1 

13.0 Fixtures and Fixture Fittings for Persons with Disabilities 2 
 3 
Change this section to read as follows:  The requirements are set forth in the Building 4 
Cod5 

6 
7 
8 

WATER SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION 9 
 10 
608.5           Add an exception at the end of this section as follows:   11 

 12 
Exception:  If, in the opinion of the Administrative Authority, no practical means exists 13 
for 14 

15 
16 
17 
18 

CHAPTER 7 19 
20 

ANITARY DRAINAGE 21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

f way shall be of such materials as may be approved by the Administrative 28 
uthority under the approved procedures set forth in Chapter 3 of this Code.  Building 29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

65 or SDR 26 meeting ASTM 38 
034.  All fittings shall be drainage type fittings.  The minimum size of such piping shall 39 

 40 
41 
42 

quired, 43 
hen connecting to flexible mains (PVC SDR 35, etc.) shall be schedule 40 PVC meeting 44 

ASTM D2665 or PVC SDR26 meeting ASTM 3034.  The Horizontal Section of all 45 

 

4

e in Chapter 11 and the Appendix Chapter E. 
CHAPTER 6 

 
 

running the relief line to an approved point of disposal in a manner that will not trap 
the line, it may be trapped if protected from freezing.  Prior approval must be granted by 
the Administrative Authority.  
 
 

 
S
 
PART II BUILDING SEWERS 
 
Section 715.1 Building Sewer Materials.     Change to read as follows: 
 

The building sewer, beginning two (2) feet from any building or structure and not in a 
public right o
A
sewers 4” and smaller are required to be a minimum of schedule 40 piping. Building 
sewers 6” and larger are required to be a minimum of SDR 35 (ASTM 3034) piping.  
Drainage fittings or approved manholes shall be used to connect building sewers to utility 
lines on private property.  All building sewers may be constructed of SDR 26 PVC 
(ASTM 3034) piping. 
 

Sewer Tap and Stub-In:  A Sewer tap and Stub-In is from the sewer main connection 
to the private property line.  Approved materials for this use include hub and spigot, no-
hub cast iron and PVC schedule 40 meeting ASTM 26
3
be 4” nominal diameter.  If the City of Albuquerque sewer is tapped, either an approved
saddle or a y-branch fitting must be used at the point of connection between the house 
sewer and the City main.  Approval to “tap” the sewer is required from the liquid waste 
engineer of the applicable jurisdiction.  The vertical section of service risers, if re
w
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1 
not be used in the public right of 2 

3 
ection 715.2  Joining methods and materials shall be as prescribed in this code. 4 

5 
6 

 7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

 15 
16 
17 
18 

FUEL PIPING 19 
 20 
Section 1211.0   Installation of Gas Piping:21 

oll ping which has been installed in a 22 
concealed location, th ound joint union 23 
wit24 

25 
26 

te the following; 27 
 28 

29 
30 

ay be tested 31 
t a32 

33 
inutes with no perceptible drop 34 

in p35 
36 
37 

d test gauge with one tenth 38 
(1/1 sted 39 
with a test pressure of not less than thirty40 
dev nor repairs, installing 41 
tees or fittings on existing pipi si or greater, the test 42 
may43 

44 
45 
46 

laterals shall be of schedule 40 PVC, SDR26 or schedule 40 cast iron.  ABS piping may 
way. 

 
S
 

 

CHAPTER 11 
 

STORM DRAINAGE 
 
Section 1101.11.1    Add a sentence to the end of the paragraph to read as follows:  

The rainfall rate for the County of Bernalillo shall be as described in the Bernalillo 
County Storm Drainage Ordinance.   

 
CHAPTER 12 

 

    Add to the end of this paragraph as 
f ows:  When necessary to insert fittings in pi

e piping may be reconnected by the use of a gr
h nut “center punched” to prevent loosening by vibration.  Bushings shall not be used 

in any locations. 
 
Delete 1214.3.1, 1214.3.2 and 1214.3.3.1 and substitu

Mercury Test:  This inspection shall include an air pressure test at which time the gas 
piping shall stand a pressure of not less than 10 pounds per square inch gauge pressure or 
t the discretion of the Authority having Jurisdiction the piping and valves ma

a  pressure of at least six inches (6”) of mercury measured with a manometer or slope 
gauge.  Test pressures shall be held for a length of time satisfactory to the Authority 
having Jurisdiction, but in no case for less than ten (ten) m

ressure. 
 
Pressure test:  For piping carrying gas at working pressures of 2 psi or less, the test 
pressure shall not be less than ten (10) psi using a 15 poun

0) increments for a minimum time of  ten(10) minutes.  3 psi or greater shall be te
 (30) pounds per square inch using a recording 

ice for a period of not less than twenty-four (24) hours. For mi
ng carrying gas pressure  of three (3)p

 be sixty (60) psi using a pressure gauge of one hundred (100) psi or less with 1 
pound increments for a minimum time of thirty (30) minutes.  All necessary apparatus for 
conducting tests shall be furnished by the permit holder. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

  6 
7 
8 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO UNIFORM SWIMMING POOL, SPA and 

 

Gas Final:  Final inspection of all installations shall be made after all piping and shut off 
valves covered by the permit has been installed and after all portions thereof which are to 
be concealed by plastering or otherwise have been so concealed and after all non-portable 
gas appliances are installed.  A mercury test is required for a final gas inspection. 
 

 
 

9 
HOT TUB CODE  

 
 

10 
11 
12 

PART 1 13 
14 
15 
16 

efer to Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of the Uniform Administrative 17 
Code of Ber18 

19 
l be known as the "Uniform Swimming Pool Code" of Bernalillo 20 

ou d as such and will be referred to herein as "this Code." 21 
 22 
The provisions of this Code shall ction, installation, alteration, repair, 23 

lo ing pool plumbing system 24 
exc25 
 26 
 27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
Delete in its entirety and r

nalillo County. 
 
This Ordinance shal
nty, and may be citeC

 apply to the ere
re cation, replacement, maintenance or use of any swimm

ept as otherwise provided for in this Code. 

CHAPTER 3 
 

Sec. 301.  General.  Change to read as follows: 
 
All design, construction, and workmanship shall be in conformity with accepted 

engineering practices and shall be o such character as to secure the results sought to be 
obtained by this Code. 

 
(a) Every swimming pool, spa or hot tub shall be equipped complete with approved 

mechanical equipment consisting of filter, pump, piping valves, component parts and 
connection to the sanitary sewer (See Section 310). 
 

EXCEPTION:  Pools with a supply of fresh water equivalent to the volume of the 
pool in the specified turnover time will be allowed. 

 
(b)  The circulating piping system shall be designed so that the water velocity will not 

exceed ten feet (10') per second, except that the water velocity shall not exceed eight feet 
(8') per second in all suction piping and all copper piping. 
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1 
2 

ec. 310.  Waste Water Disposal.  Change to read as follows:  3 
4 

rom 5 
a swimming pool shall be disposed of through the sanitary sewer.  On all public pools, 6 
the proved air gap into a sand trap which is 7 
installed on a branch of the building drain.  The waste water for a private pool shall 8 
disc extends a 9 

inimum of 18 inches and not more than 30 inches above a P trap or into an approved 10 
nd trap.  The stand pipe and P trap or approved sand-trap may be installed on a branch 11 

of the building drain and need not be vented unless it is located in a building or under a 12 
of. 13 

 14 
mall spa pools under 750 gallons in a single family residence shall be 15 

considered a plumbing fixture and may be connected directly to the sewer. 16 
 17 
NOTE:  Private swimming pools less than 8,000 gallons in capacity need not 18 

discharge into a sand trap of a three inch (3" stalled on a branch of 19 
the building drain.  20 

 21 
  22 

Water discharged from swimming pools less than 8,000 gallons must be contained on 23 
property where the pool is located or discharged into the sanitary sewer through a 24 
tem25 

26 
Sec. 311.  Separation Tank  27 
 28 
Delete all wording. 29 

 30 
31 
32 

S 33 
34 

 35 
Sec. 401. General.  Change to rea36 

37 
The regulations of this , location and installation 38 

f all fuel burning swimm39 
lly designed and listed for swimming pool service, together with all chimneys, 40 
d their connectors.  All design, construction and workmanship shall be in 41 

42 
43 

e of model of each 44 
e Administrative Authority.  All swimming pools, spas or hot 45 

nection with private swimming pools as defined in this Code 46 

EXCEPTION:  Jet inlet fittings shall not be deemed subject to this requirement. 
 
S
 
Unless otherwise permitted by the Building Official in writing, the waste water f

waste water shall discharge through an ap

harge through an approved air gap into a three inch (3") stand pipe which 
m
sa

ro

NOTE:  S

) stand pipe and trap in

porary sewer connection. 
 

CHAPTER 4 
 

SWIMMING POOL HEATERS AND VENT
 

d as follows:  
 

 chapter shall govern the construction
ing pool, spa or hot tub heaters or water heaters or boilers o

specifica
ents anv

conformity with accepted engineering practices and shall be of such character as to 
secure the results sought to be obtained by this Code.  No swimming pool heater shall be 
ereinafter installed which does not comply in all aspects with the typh

size, thereof, approved by th
b heaters installed in contu
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

(c)  For units up to and including 200,000 BTU/hr. input the relief valve shall be 13 
 inputs over 200,000 BTU/hr. the valve shall be A.S.M.E. rated. 14 

 15 
16 
17 

elete all wording and refer to Chapter 6 of the Uniform Mechanical Code. 18 
 19 

20 
CHAPTER 5 21 

 22 
rm Plumbing Code for 23 

quirements. 24 
 25 
 26 

27 
28 
29 
30 

shall be certified by the American Gas Association under ANSI Z21.56-1974.  All 
swimming pools, spas or hot tub heaters installed in connection with public swimming 
pools defined in the Code shall be certified by the American Gas Association under ANSI 
Z21.56-1974 if their BTU Input is 200,000 BTU's or less at sea level.  If the pool heater 
exceeds 200,000 BTU's at sea level as stamped at the factory, it shall be considered a 
boiler and it shall be governed by the provisions of Chapter 21 of the New Mexico 
Uniform Mechanical Code with regard to boiler certification. 

 
 

Sec. 404.  Gas fired Swimming Pool Heater Approval Requirements.  Change to 
read as follows:  

 

A.G.A. rated and for

Sec. 407.  Enclosures and Combustion Air  
 
D

 

Delete all wording and refer to Chapter 5 of the Unifo
re

 
 
 
 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO SOLAR ENERGY CODE 31 
 32 

 33 
Chapter 1    Administration.  Delete in its entirety and refer to Chapters 1, 2, and 3, 34 

f the Uniform Administrative Code of the County of Bernalillo. 35 
 36 

37 
UNIFORM SIGN CODE

o

 
 38 

39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

CHAPTER 1 45 
46 

 
CHAPTER 1 

 
Delete in its entirety and substitute the following: 
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1 
2 

ITLE 3 
 4 

ec. 101.  This Code shall be known as the "Uniform Sign Code of Bernalillo County", 5 
may6 
 7 
PU8 

9 
 The purpose of this Code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life, 10 

health, property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, quality of 11 
mat intenance of all signs and sign 12 
structures not located within a building.  No sign shall be erected in such a manner as to 13 
con14 

s an 15 
official traffic control device.  The provisions of this section shall not be deemed to 16 
pro  ways of signs giving useful 17 
directional information and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs.  The 18 
reg19 

20 
21 
22 

EGISTRATION 23 
 24 

Sec.103. (a) All persons presently engaged in the Sign Business shall register with the 25 
County within thirty (30) days after this Ordinance is adopted. 26 

 27 
(b) All persons who hereafter en gn Business shall register with the 28 

Cou  in the Sign Business. 29 
 30 
(c) The County Registration certi all be displayed on all vehicles used 31 

y the Registrant in his business and on all requests for permits. 32 
 33 
Insurance  34 
 35 

36 
 liability insurance indemnifying the 37 

County of Bernalillo in amount of not less than $300,000 for injury to one (1) person;  38 
$500,000 to two (2) or more persons arising from any one occurrence and $100,000 for 39 

roperty damage.  A certificate of such insurance shall be deposited with the County at 40 
the time and shall be renewed annual41 

 42 
CHAPTER 2 43 

44 
45 

ernalillo, New Mexico.  46 

 

TITLE, PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
 
T

S
 be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as "this Code". 

RPOSE AND SCOPE 
 
Sec.102. 

erials, construction, location, electrification, and ma

fuse or obstruct the view or interpretation of any official traffic sign, signal or device 
nor shall any sign be erected that purports to be or is an imitation of or resemble

hibit the erection upon private property adjacent to public

ulations of this Code are not intended to permit any violation of the provisions of any 
other lawful ordinance.  (See the Bernalillo County Zoning Ordinances and the Traffic 
Code.) 
 
R

gage in the Si
nty prior to their starting

ficate number sh
b

Sec.104. Insurance Required.  Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Registration, 
all persons in the Sign Business shall obtain public

p
ly. 

 
Sec.204.  ADD the definition of COUNTY to read as follows: COUNTY means 

County of B
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1 
Sec.214.  ADD the definition of SIGN BUSINESS to read as follows: 2 
 3 
SIGN  BUSINESS means the business of fabricating, erecting, suspending, moving, 4 

or structurally altering of signs; whether such con5 
incident  to  6 

nd  for  the purpose of  advertising  a  principal business, it shall not be included in the 7 
definition  of  "Sign Business". 8 

9 
CHAPTER 310 

Delete in its entirety.  Refer to Chapter 3 in the11 
County of Bernalillo. 12 
 13 

CHAPTER 414 
 15 

Section 401. Design Add a new subsection to read as follows: 16 
 17 
401.6  Engineered Design.  The Building ns and/or 18 

alculations sealed by a structural engineer be provided indicating compliance with this 19 
hapter. 20 

21 
Section 403.1 General.  Change to read as follows:  22 

23 
over Public Property.  No sign projection over public property shall be 24 

rected unless at its lowest point it is at least twelve feet (12') above public property. 25 
26 

Sec. 403.2   Add a second paragraph to read as follows:  27 
 28 

ve clearance from power lines are minimum, the Public Service Company of 29 
nal Electrical Safety Code clearance when 30 

osed near either primary conductors, secondary conductors or 31 
32 
33 

CHAPTER 5 34 
 35 

Sec. 503.2   (b) Delete.  36 
 37 

CHAPTER 9 38 
Sec. 903.2   (b) Delete.  39 

 40 
CHAPTER 10 41 

 42 
Sec. 1003.1   Projection.   Change to read as follows:  43 
 44 

 

stitutes the sole source of income or 
otherwise; provided,  however, that where such business is carried on as  an 
a

 
 

 Uniform Administrative Code of the 

 

 Official may require pla
c
C

 

 
Clearance 

e
 

The abo
New Mexico shall be contacted for the Natio
sign installations are prop
sub-transmission lines. 
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Signs may project over public property or a legal setback line a distance determined 1 
by the clearance of the bottoms thereof above the level of the sidewalk or grade 2 
immediately below, as set forth in Section 403. 3 

 4 
Sec. 1003.2 Delete.  5 

 6 
CHAPTER 11 7 

 8 
Sec. 1103.2 Delete.  9 
 10 
(Ord. No. 96-8, §7 (exh.A), 4-16-96) Cross reference -- Boards and commissions, § 2-11 
431 et seq.  12 
 13 
DONE this _____ day of ___________, 2009 14 

 15 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 16 
 17 
        18 

0B       Deanna Archuleta, Chair 19 
 20 

        21 
       Alan B. Armijo, Vice-Chair 22 

 23 
        24 
Art De La Cruz, Member 25 
 26 
        27 
Michael C. Wiener, Member 28 

 29 
       30 
Michael Brasher, Member 31 

 32 
 33 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 34 
 35 
____________________________________ 36 
County Legal 37 
 38 
Date:_______________________________ 39 
 40 
 41 
ATTEST: 42 
       43 
Maggie Toulouse Oliver 44 
Date: ____________________ 45 
 46 


	       Deanna Archuleta, Chair

