


Seasonal Sightings

Seasonal Sightings Along the Middle Rio Grande is a project that encourages ordinary citizens to gather data on seasonal changes 

visible in the bosque ecosystem along the Middle Rio Grande. The timing of seasonal changes, known as phenology, includes the 

observation of phenomena such as fl owering plants, breeding animals, and migration patterns. More specifi cally, phenology is 

the study of plant and animal life cycle events and how these are related to variations in climate, latitude, day length, and the 

changing of the seasons. 

The fi rst Seasonal Sightings project, the 2014 calendar, focused on weather, precipitation, and groundwater trends over the past 

twelve years, as well as observations of the fi rst and last occurrences  in the season. This year’s calendar focuses on bird migration 

due to Albuquerque’s recognition through the Urban Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds as an important area for bird 

conservation.

The Urban Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds (UCTMB) is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service project 

started in 1999. UCTMB works with cities and partners to protect migratory birds through education, hazard 

reduction, citizen science, conservation, and habitat improvement in urban and suburban areas. 

Albuquerque was named as one of the UCTMB national cities in 2014 due to its abundant local, state and federal 

protected land that supports wildlife and serves as ideal habitat for nesting and migratory birds. The Rio Grande, 

the fourth longest river on the continent, fl ows through the heart of the urban area and is the basis for the Rio 

Grande fl yway. The Rio Grande is one of the most important fl yways for migratory waterfowl in North America.

Migration is intrinsically tied to seasonal changes and weather patterns. Studies show that numerous birds are altering their 

patterns of migration, mating, and nesting due to changes in climate. Citizens around the world can help the scientifi c community 

better understand these changes through simple observations. Post your observations on iNaturalist.org or eBird.org today. 

Become a citizen scientist! 

Geocaching: Burque Birding GeoFlight

In coordination with this calendar project, the Burque Birding GeoFlight was developed to highlight birding hotspots throughout 

the area. There are twelve geocache sites, each of which includes a unique collectible bird card that corresponds to a month of this 

calendar. Also, a limited number of trackable bird coins are available for cachers who fi nd at least nine of the twelve geocaches on 

their GeoFlight. 

Discover what makes Albuquerque a special place for birds, name the common birds, and have fun geocaching at some of the 

area’s most scenic birding locations. Visit www.bernco.gov/openspace or www.openspacealliance.org for more information;  or, 

create a free account on www.geocaching.com, and search for Burque Birding Geofl ight!
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About this Calendar

Featured Photos - The photos featured each month are of birds observed migrating to Albuquerque that time of year. Each month 

also highlights a birding hotspot where you are likely to see the migrating bird. Visit these sites by participating in the Burque 

Birding GeoFlight. Don’t forget to bring your binoculars.   

Dates and Observations - This calendar features many important dates and phenological observations. National holidays, local 

celebrations, and dates of importance to conservation are highlighted in red. The phenological observations, printed in black, are 

from the Rio Grande Nature Center State Park’s Almanac and are listed on the day they were observed.

Calendar Events - While this calendar cannot contain or include all birding-related events for 2015, there is a companion online 

calendar at http://tinyurl.com/ABQBirding which will be updated regularly with upcoming birding related-events in the Middle Rio 

Grande region. 

Migration Patterns - Each month presents a map in the sidebar with the featured bird’s migration patterns. Some birds travel 

thousands of miles every year—a great feat of nature. The lesser Sandhill cranes, for example, migrate to New Mexico during the 

winter from the northern part of the country; however, they also travel from Alaska to Siberia, the longest migration route of the 

Sandhill crane species.

Birding 101 

Interest and Patience  - The fi rst thing you need is an interest in getting outdoors and watching birds. The second thing is a little patience with yourself and birds. Birds are great at hiding, 

and it is not always easy to see them at fi rst, much less identify all the species of birds in the area. However, a little patience and persistence can be greatly rewarded when the birds reveal 

themselves.

Equipment and Material - The most basic equipment is your senses, especially sight and hearing. However, birding is made easier if you have a few other things at your disposal, including a 

pair of binoculars, a local fi eld guide, and a notebook. Binoculars can range greatly in price and quality, so pick the right pair for your needs and budget. A notebook helps to keep track of what 

you see and where, and fi eld notes can help you identify birds later. Finally, make sure to be prepared for the outdoors by dressing for the weather and brining plenty of water and snacks.

Backyard Birding - While it is rewarding to visit an area where there are a variety of birds and to explore open space, you can also watch birds from your backyard by setting up a bird feeder. 

There are a number of citizen science opportunities, such as eBird, that allow you to record and add your sightings to those of other birdwatchers. Knowing your observations are part of larger 

scientifi c studies and comparing them to what other art seeing around the nation can be very exciting.

Have Fun - The most important thing about birding is to have fun. Birding is like most things in life: you get better at it the more you do it, so get outdoors and let your ambitions soar!

Resources

• City of Albuquerque Open Space 
 www.cabq.gov/parksandrecreation/open-space/
• Open Space Alliance - www.openspacealliance.org
• Bernalillo County Open Space
 http://www.bernco.gov/Openspace/
• Rio Grande Nature Center State Park
 http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/SPD/
 riograndenaturecenterstatepark.html
• Friends of the Rio Grande Nature Center
 www.rgnc.org
• US Fish and Wildlife Service and Valle de Oro National  
 Wildlife Refuge - www.fws.gov/refuge/valle_de_oro/
• Friends of Valle de Oro - http://friendsofvalledeoro.org
• Central New Mexico Audubon Society
 http://cnmas.newmexicoaudubon.org
• New Mexico Ornithological Society - www.nmbirds.org
• www.eBird.org
• www.iNaturalist.org
• www.geocaching.com
• Urban Conservation Treaty for Migratory Birds
 http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/Partnerships/
 UrbanTreaty/UrbanTreaty.html
• “Birding NM” on Facebook
• “Burque Young Birders’ Club” on Facebook



















































Bernalillo County 
Open Space

Bernalillo County Open Space 

manages a network of properties 

with important natural or cultural 

resources to benefi t people, 

plants and wildlife by protecting 

and enhancing viewsheds, water 

resources, wildlife habitat, cultural/

historic sites, and prime agricultural 

lands. 

Seasonal Sightings Along the Middle Rio Grande is a Bernalillo County Open Space project made up of the following partners:

Friends of Valle de Oro

Friends of Valle de Oro National 

Wildlife Refuge, established in 

2011, is a non-profi t whose mission 

it is to support the Southwest’s 

fi rst urban wildlife refuge, educate 

the community about the exciting 

conservation, education, recreation, 

economic, and quality of life benefi ts 

associated with the Valle de Oro 

Urban Wildlife Refuge.

US Fish and Wildlife 
Service & The National 
Wildlife Refuge System

The Refuge System protects 150 

million acres of land and water from 

the Caribbean to the Pacifi c, Maine 

to Alaska. It manages a network 

of habitats that benefi ts wildlife, 

provides unparalleled outdoor 

experiences for all Americans, and 

protects a healthy environment.

Master 
Naturalist
Program

The Bernalillo County Open Space 

Master Naturalist Program aims 

to instill the pursuit of lifelong 

learning and stewardship of the 

local environment by engaging 

citizens in providing education and 

service dedicated to the benefi cial 

management of natural resources 

on Open Space properties.  

Mid-Region 
Council of 
Governments
(MRCOG)

MRCOG is a multi-county 

governmental agency that provides 

planning services in the areas of 

transportation, agriculture, workforce 

development, land-use, water, 

and economic development. It also 

provides a forum for communities to 

meet and address issues of regional 

concern. The MRCOG mission is to 

strengthen individual communities 

by initiating regional planning 

strategies.

Middle Rio 
Grande 
Conservancy 
District 

The Middle Rio Grande Conservancy 

District provides irrigation, drainage 

for high water table areas and 

river fl ood control for the Middle 

Rio Grande Valley.  It addresses 

environmental concerns in 

collaboration with other agencies 

while recognizing recreational 

benefi ts and opportunities.

City of Albuquerque Open 

Space Alliance

The OSA is a non-profi t organization 

whose purpose is to promote public 

awareness and conservation of Open 

Space lands, and to educate the 

public about the natural, historic, 

cultural, educational, and recreational 

aspects of Open Space areas.  For 

more information, visit www.

openspacealliance.org.

Printing of this calendar has been underwritten by the Open Space Alliance (OSA) under the Urban Conservation Treaty for Migratory Bird program.


