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April 28, 2016
Dear Nonprofit Organization:

Bernalillo County appreciates the work and community services provided by
Nonprofit Organizations (NPO).Your work is important to the citizens of Bernalillo
County. The State of New Mexico Department of Finance in conjunction with the
State Attorney General’s Office, directs the State’s capital outlay grant program and
there have been many changes over the last few years as to the manner in which non-
profit agencies can access State capital outlay grant funds.

At Bernalillo County, we are continually striving to provide and improve our
customer service; and improved communications with Nonprofit Organizations
advances this effort. The latest effort in our endeavors is to hold an Information
Session for Nonprofit Organizations (NPO) on April 28, 2016, 9:30 am — 11:30 pm,
in the Vincent Griego Chambers at One Civic Plaza.

The Information Session highlights the State’s and County’s required procedures to
secure capital outlay funding from the New Mexico State Legislature (NMSL) at the
Legislative Session, which begins in January 2017. Compliance with these
requirements is necessary for legal and fiscal accountability; adherence to the State’s
Anti-Donation clause; and to ensure that public tax dollars are spent as intended.

Adherence to the County’s process as presented in the Information Session is
mandatory if your organization intends to pursue capital outlay funding during the
2017 legislative session with the anticipation that Bernalillo County will accept
capital outlay funds for an NPO’s project.

e (Capital outlay funding refers to “bricks and mortar” projects with a lifespan
of ten (10) years or greater and does not refer to an agency’s operational
funding.

e NPO efforts to secure capital outlay funding from the State Legislature for
construction projects or equipment purchases requires a local government
entity, such as Bernalillo County, to be the grant recipient and own the capital
improvement.

e The State of New Mexico will only award these capital outlay appropriations
to Bernalillo County if the County agrees to accept the funds, in a formalized
contract, and administer capital outlay funding on behalf of the County
taxpayers and the NPO.



e The State and County requires any appropriation to an NPO be approved and adopted
into the County’s Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP); which the Bernalillo
County Board of County Commissioners (BCC) adopts annually in late August.

e The possibility of Bernalillo County agreeing to accept grant funds on behalf of an NPO
will be decided in July 2016 and presented to the BCC at an August Administrative
meeting for inclusion on Bernalillo County’s next ICIP.

e It is important to understand that Bernalillo County incurs financial, administrative,
procurement, and legal liabilities and responsibilities when public funds are accepted for
NPO projects.

e It is also critical to understand that the State requires the County to budget existing tax
dollars from Bernalillo County to pay for the project first. The State then determines if
the project costs are eligible for reimbursement with capital outlay to the County.

In the meantime, Bernalillo County asks you to review, complete, sign, and return the enclosed
form and supporting documentation no later than May 20, 2016 in preparation for the 2017
legislative session. Please follow all instructions.

Should you have any questions, please contact Meaghan Ellsworth at 505-468-7410 or
mellsworth@bernco.gov.

Sincerely,

s

[ )
Juli¢ Morgas Baca
County Manager
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