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Dreaming of a special place…. 
 
 

• Late 1930’s -- Thomas Popejoy leads effort to 
build a University golf course 

• 240 acres of east mesa grassland secured for 
one dollar! 

• William Tucker contracted to design 27 hole 
golf course  

• Community members are actively involved 
from the beginning in the planning, design and 
securing of resources for the golf course  





A golf course for the people…. 
 
 

• Completed course stretches from Central 
Avenue to the future Indian School Boulevard  

• Community actively contributes trees etc.  
• Becomes last WPA project in NM  -- completed 

in 1942 
• Becomes 1st integrated golf course in ABQ 

 





What happened?  
 
 

• As University grows, golf course is reduced to 
back nine holes 
 

• Golf course becomes an important informal 
open space amenity for university community 
and adjacent neighborhoods 
 

• Irrigation system and other infrastructure ages 
 

• Tree canopy begins to reach end of life cycle and 
ongoing course maintenance issues 
 

• University and neighborhoods disagree over 
future of golf course 

 



circa 1970 -- 18 holes 



Today – 9 holes 



What happened next?  
 
 

• Bernalillo County approaches UNM to preserve 
golf course as an urban community open space 
in exchange for financial assistance to the 
University to rehabilitate the golf course 
 

• License Agreement signed between UNM & 
Bernalillo County: 
 

1. $1.5 million County open space funds for improvements 
to golf course 
 

2. UNM agrees to preserve and maintain golf course and 
the non-irrigated areas including trails for 15 years 



Why the County?  
 



We are more than you think!  







• Cultural legacy 
• Community Educational 

and Recreational Use 
• Habitat Value  
• Agriculture 
• Collaboration to create a 

open space network 



A new collaboration is born! 
 



Our Vision:  
 

to preserve & enhance golf course as a 
major urban public open space for the 

citizens of Bernalillo County  
and greater University Community  



• Preserve and enhance community uses and 
connections 

• Rehabilitate and preserve cultural 
landscape legacies  

• Preserve and create new habitat 
• Use and improve quality of storm water 
• Support university/community efforts to 

create gardens, orchards and other 
educational uses  

Implementation – to collaborate with 

UNM, neighborhoods and other institutional 
stakeholders such as AMAFA to:   





Phase I: Scope & Budget 

• Overall design & plans for xeric renovation 
 

• Irrigation system replacement 
 

• Trail improvements 
 

• Tree maintenance and replacement 
 

• Overall budget of $1.5 Million 







Phase I: Schedule 

• RFP & Selection of Design team – 4/13 
 

• Schematic Design – 6/13 
 

• 50% Design – 7/13 
 

• 100% Design – 9/13 
 

• Community Update Meeting 9/13 
 

• Bidding & Selection of Contractor – 10/13 
 

• Ground Breaking – 11/13 
 

• Construction of Phase I complete – 2/14 
 



Phase II – Proposed elements 
 
 

• Extend license agreement 
 

• Enable re-use of chiller blow-down water  
 

• Restore areas between fairways to native mesa 
grassland with clustered pollinator plantings 
 

• Implement bio-swales / gardens for storm water 
 

• Undertake community garden and orchard 
 

• Build plant and turf nursery 
 

• Create ongoing tree replacement program  
 

• Design and build interpretive signage strategy 
 

• Develop and implement public art  
 

 





Phase II – Potential Funding & Timing 
 
 

• Neighborhood interested in contributing to tree 
replacement program and other amenities 

  

• Project identified for State capital outlay funds 
 

• University sources including collaborative grants  
 

• County 1% for Arts 
 

• City of Albuquerque capital funds 
 

• Open Space Mill Levy potential  
 



Thanks! 
 



www.bernco.gov/openspace - jcbarney@bernco.gov – (314-0404) 

 

http://www.bernco.gov/openspace
mailto:campbell@bernco.gov

