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FEMA Definition of Hazard Mitigation:  

“Any sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate 
the long-term risk to human life and property from 
hazards.” 
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From FEMA March 2009 Comprehensive 
Planning Guide (CPG-101):  

“Planning has a proven ability to influence events 
before they occur and is an indispensable 
contribution to unity of effort” 
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Table 1.2: Hazard Mitigation Planning Phases 

Phase 1. Planning Process including Pre-Kickoff and Kickoff 
Meetings 

Phase 2. Hazard Identification, Analysis and Risk 
Assessment  

Phase 3. Mitigation Strategy including Capability 
Assessment, Assessment of Alternative Hazard Mitigation 

Measures, and Implementation Strategy 

Phase 4. Plan Monitoring, Evaluation, and Updating 

Phase 5. Plan Adoption 
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4 For more information on the disaster declaration process and federal disaster assistance, see http://www.fema.gov/disasters  Accessed October 2013 
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Table 4.1: Degree of Risk Assigned 

Weighting 
Factor Level Criteria Index 

Value 
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http://silvis.forest.wisc.edu/maps/wui/2010/download
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http://www.torro.org.uk/site/hscale.php
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EF-Scale  
Number 

Intensity 
Phrase 

3 Second Gust  
(MPH) Type of Damage Done 
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Table 4.13  Category/Degree of Risk for Bernalillo County 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 

 
Table 4.14  Category/Degree of Risk for City of Albuquerque 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 



 
Table 4.14  Category/Degree of Risk for City of Albuquerque 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 

 
Table 4.15  Category/Degree of Risk for AMAFCA 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 

 
Table 4.16  Category/Degree of Risk for Village of Tijeras 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 

 
Table 4.17  Category/Degree of Risk for Village of Los Ranchos 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 



 
Table 4.17  Category/Degree of Risk for Village of Los Ranchos 

Probability Impact Spatial Extent Warning Time Duration PRI 
Score 
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Invite list from Bernalillo County and City of 
Albuquerque 

 

Same members invited for all meetings. 







505) 265-8514 



February 2014  BernCo/ ABQ County Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 Page 1 of 1 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 AGENDA 
 

Bernalillo County/ City of Albuquerque, Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Kickoff Meeting 

Thursday, February 27, 2014 – 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
 
 
1) Introduction  Kelli Murtagh/ Roger Ebner 
 
2) Scope and Objectives of Mitigation Plan Jim DeAngelo, URS 
 
3) Bernalillo County Hazard Mitigation Plan Team Jim DeAngelo, URS 

 
4) Overview of the Hazard Mitigation Planning Process  Jim DeAngelo, URS 

 
5) Complete Questionnaire Attendees 

 
6) Action Items Jim DeAngelo, URS 

 Kelli Murtagh/ Roger Ebner 
 

a) Data Collection 
b) Communication Methods 
c) Schedule 
d) Public Outreach  

 
7) Open Discussion Jim DeAngelo, URS 

  
8) Adjournment Kelli Murtagh/ Roger Ebner 
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Project Name: Bernalillo County and City of Albuquerque HMP Update

Meeting: Kickoff Meeting

Date: February 27, 2014 Time: 1:30 PM-2:30PM

Place: 9th Floor Conference Room,  1 Civic Plaza, Albuquerque, NM

Attendees:
See Attached Sign In Sheet
1. Greetings and Introductions 

Roger Ebner and Kelli Murtagh opened the meeting and introduced Jim DeAngelo as a
contractor with URS to assist Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque in completion 
of the plan update. 

J. DeAngelo briefly introduced himself.

J. DeAngelo opened the presentation by reminding the audience that the surveys would be 
collected and will be used to better assess the communities risks, and stressed that the primary
purpose of the meeting was to inform the team of the need for Hazard Mitigation, the goals of the 
mitigation and to review the scope and timeline of the revision. (Slides Attached)

The presentation reviewed the State Hazard Mitigation Plan, and discussed community resources 
that could help URS identify mitigation actions and risks.

Resilience was discussed

J. DeAngelo discussed the role of meeting participants and laid out the contact plan, project 
schedule and deliverables.

J. Deangelo asked to have completed copies of the surveys handed in before the team left.

Action Items:

o URS will collect and review surveys

o URS will collect and review provided resources from the community 

o Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque will post materials to web pages 

o Planning tem will review dates for next meeting.



 

May 28th 2014 

Hello!   

You are being contacted to participate in the continued development of the Bernalillo County/ City of 
Albuquerque Hazard Mitigation Plan Update, which will help reduce the risk to natural hazards.  Its 
successful completion will also mean access to FEMA mitigation funding.   

Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque (hereafter BernCo/ABQ) contracted URS Corporation to 
assist in the development of this plan.  On behalf of the County, URS would like to invite you to attend the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan Stakeholder and Public Meeting scheduled Thursday June 19, 2014.  The meeting is 
scheduled for 1330 to 1500.  The meeting will be held at: The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100.  

Since the initial kickoff meeting, the plan has been updated to reflect and reference the information URS 
collected and also includes updates from the state plan. Historical hazard information for a range of hazards 
that impact the planning area has also been reviewed and incorporated into the plan.  

This meeting is designed to rank natural hazards that pose the greatest threat to the area, as well as to gather 
and discuss specific mitigation strategies and actions for your community. It is important to consider assets 
that may be damaged by natural hazards when determining each hazard’s ranking.  We will review the 
identified hazards and seek your feedback on potential mitigation activities.  Remember, the plan needs two 
mitigation actions per hazard per community, so your involvement is crucial to the success of the plan. 

At the meeting, we will have a brief overview of the planning process and then discuss hazard rankings.  
Hazards that pose a significant threat to BernCo/ABQ will be reviewed to develop potential mitigation goals 
and strategies.  Mitigation actions will be developed that complement the overall strategies and mitigate the 
impacts of hazards before a natural disaster strikes.  Please come prepared to discuss potential mitigation 
projects that would benefit your community.   

Attached to this email is a survey to help you prepare for the mitigation discussion.  We invite you to 
complete the survey and bring it with you to the Hazard Mitigation Plan Stakeholder and Public Meeting.  It 
will help you understand what kind of information we are looking for, and help us learn the most effective 
ways to support and promote risk reduction in your community. Thank you for your support.  If you have any 
questions, please email me at jim.deangelo@urs.com or call 505-206-1750.  The county contact is Ms. Kelli 
Murtagh at kmurtagh@bernco.gov and the city contact is Fred Hogan fhogan@cabq.gov.  We look forward to 
working with you!   

Sincerely, 

 

Jim DeAngelo, CFM 
Hazard Mitigation Team Leader 
URS Corporation6501 Americas Parkway NE, Suite 100 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-6367 
505.206.1750 (mobile) 
505.855.7490 (main) 



AGENDA
Bernalillo County/ City of Albuquerque Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Update

Mitigation Update Meeting

June 19, 2014 1:30 PM 

The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100

1) Introduction      Kelli Murtagh/ Fred Hogan

2) Overview/ Planning Benefits   Jim DeAngelo

3) Preliminary Assessment    Lawrence Frank

4) Summary of Risk Assessment   Lawrence Frank

5) Previous Mitigation Actions   Lawrence Frank

6) Potential Mitigation Actions   Lawrence Frank

7) Surveys      Lawrence Frank

8) Next Steps      Jim DeAngelo

9) Questions/ Open Discussion   Jim DeAngelo/ Lawrence Frank

10)Adjournment      Kelli Murtagh/ Fred Hogan
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Project Name: Bernalillo County and City of Albuquerque HMP Update 

Meeting: Mitigation Review Meeting 

Date: June 19, 2014 Time: 1:30 PM-3:00PM 

Place: The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 
6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100 

 
Attendees: 
See Attached Sign In Sheet 
1. Greetings and Introductions 

• Kelli Murtagh opened the meeting and introduced Jim DeAngelo as a contractor with URS 
to assist Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque in completion of the plan update, 
offered the floor to Fred Hogan who echoed Kelli’s welcome. 

• J. DeAngelo briefly introduced himself and reviewed the purpose of the meeting and encouraged 
attendees to participate. 

• Kelli Murtagh then asked for introductions 

• J. DeAngelo returned to the presentation and started the slides (attached).  

• J. DeAngelo introduced Lawrence Frank who continued the slides and worked through the 
presentation.  Topics included a review of the summary of risk assessment, previous mitigation 
actions, alternative and potential mitigation actions, and closed with a review of the provided 
survey (attached) and the project timeline and next steps. 

• During the presentation the following items were brought up by attendees: 

o Tijeras has a new floodplain administrator and the team should reach out to 
contact him. 

o AMAFCA should be a listed adoptee, Curt Wenger will discuss with 
AMAFCA leadership, and additional outreach may be needed by Jim 
DeAngelo.  The AMAFCA Annex plan is ready to be incorporated and may 
be an appendix to the plan. 

o L. Frank explained that the surveys were used to gather information but also 
spur conversation, so the professional responses weigh more than the general 
public. 

o Recent winter storms have a large impact on the area. Feb 2011 a cold snap 
shut of gas delivery to NM.  Lots of broken pipes, schools shut down, and Air 
force base evacuation. December of 2006, 3 feet of snow. 

o The county is seeing an increase in the levels of sink holes and is considering 
increasing risk of expansive soils 

o Extreme heat has a large impact on the homeless. 

o Landslide risk increases dramatically in areas after a fire.   

o L. Frank explained that the natural risk cost levels were gathered from 
available webpages and that if more detailed info was available it could be 
used.  F. Hogan indicated he had some online sources of info.  L. Frank asked 
F. Hogan to forward them. 
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o There was a discussion about FEMA’s requirements for submitting Hazard 
mitigation Grant requests.  K. Dodge and L. Frank answered the question in 
conjunction with the FEMA representative. 

o In the Bosque some thinning projects are complete and underway; also some 
of the Jetty Jacks have been removed.  For further info contact the MRGCD. 
Some of the local communities are “firewise” 

o There is no repetitive loss or severe repetitive loss structures in the ABQ/ 
BernCo area. 

o Education was stressed as a mitigation measure. 

o The ABQ CRS rating has recently changed. 

o There are lots of ongoing and planned drainage improvements within the city 
completed by AMAFCA and the City.  These maybe eligible for mitigation 
funding, and planned projects should be part of the plan for future funding. 

o ABQWUA has a new water use conservation Ord. and should be contacted as 
part of this plan. 

o For earthquakes, K. Dodge indicated NM is participating in the “Great 
Shakeout” event this year. 

• The survey for public use was discussed at length.  J. DeAngelo indicated he would send the MS 
word version to K. Murtagh to facilitate revisions.  Some specific revisions were noted: 

o For question 12, change “Project” to “Solution” also be sure text in survey is 
consistent. 

• L. Frank reminded the group that a follow up worksheet asking for specific actions will follow the 
meeting and its importance to have answers returned. 

 

• The timeline and next steps were reviewed with the group.  Once a draft has been completed and 
reviewed by the group the last meeting will have a public review and comment portion.  

• K. Murtagh indicated August 4-8 was a good date range for the next meeting, with a preference to 
the 7th.   

• Action Items: 

o URS will collect and review surveys sent to K. Murtagh or F. Hogan 

o URS will collect and review provided resources from the community 

o URS will complete DRAFT plan 

o URS will begin coordination to plan final meeting. 

o BernCo and CABQ will review and provide changes to public survey, to J. DeAngelo 
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Natural Hazard Questionnaire 

Bernalillo County, in conjunction with the City of Albuquerque, is developing a Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
The purpose of the Plan is to better understand the natural hazards that pose a threat to the area and 
develop actions that reduce the risk associated with these hazards. This survey was designed to help 
gauge local household and business preparedness for disasters and to identify actions that would reduce 
risk and loss from natural hazards. The information you provide will help prioritize local risk reduction 
activities.  

Responses may be mailed or emailed to the following location: 

Bernalillo County Office of Emergency Management 
ATTN: Kelli Murtagh 
6840 2nd Street NM 

Albuquerque, NM 87107 

kmurtagh@bernco.gov 

All responses must be received no later than July 17, 2014. 

Please answer the following questions to help us learn more about the history of hazard events in your 
area. Some of the questions are geared toward your personal and professional experience with natural 
hazard events. Other questions are included to receive your input on which natural hazards pose the 
greatest threat to your area and what type of actions could reduce the risk from them. Please indicate the 
appropriate answer for each question and/or write in a response as necessary. More detail in a response 
will help us understand the risk better. 

1)  Please indicate the municipality you reside in: 

 a. Bernalillo County 

 b. City of Albuquerque 

 c. Other: ____________________________________ 
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2)  Are you responding as: 

 a. Citizen 

 b. Local Jurisdiction 

 c. Community Organization 

 d. Company 

 e. Non-Profit Organization 

 f. Other:  ___________________________________________________________________  
 

3)  Have you ever experienced or been impacted by a disaster 

 a. Yes (Please describe what type of hazard and how it affected you): 

   

 b. No 
 

4) 
 

How concerned are you about the possibility of your neighborhood being impacted by 
a disaster? 

 a. Not concerned 

 b. Somewhat concerned 

 c. Very concerned 

  Please explain (If answer is b or c): 

   

   
 

5)  Is your home located in a FEMA-designated floodplain? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. Unsure 
 

6)  Do you have flood insurance? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. Unsure 
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7)  If you do not have flood insurance, why not? 

 a. Not located in a floodplain 

 b. Located in floodplain but insurance is not required (no mortgage) 

 c. Not necessary because it never floods 

 d. Not necessary because my home is elevated or otherwise protected 

 e. Too expensive 

 f. Other (Please specify): 

   
 

8) 
 

What is the most effective way for you to receive information about how to protect 
your family and prepare your home from hazard events? 

 a. Television 

 b. Radio 

 c. Internet 

 d. Mail 

 e. Email 

 f. Public Meetings/Workshops 

 g. School Meetings 

9) 

 

Please rank the following hazards according to the degree of threat faced by your 
community. One (1) represents the highest/greatest threat and ten (10) represents the 
lowest/least threat. Use each number once. 

 a. Flood    

 b. Wildfire    

 c. Drought    

 d. Earthquake    

 e. Severe Winter Storm    

 f. Thunderstorm (Including Lightning/Hail)    

 g. High Wind/Dust Storms    

 h. Tornado    

 i. Dam Failure    

 j. Extreme Heat    
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10)  
Is there another significant natural hazard that is a threat to your neighborhood 
that is not listed above? 

 a. No 

 b. Yes (Please specify): 

   
 

11) 
 

Have you or your community taken any actions to make your home or 
neighborhood more resistant to hazards? 

 a. No 

 b. Yes (Please explain): 

   
 

12) 

 

We would like your opinion on how to best reduce risk from the natural hazards in 
your community. Please briefly describe at least one project to mitigate each of the 
following hazards: 

 a. Flood: 

   

 b. Wildfire: 

   

 c. Drought: 

   

 d. Earthquake: 

   

 e. Severe Winter Storm: 

   

 f. Thunderstorm (Including Lightning/Hail): 

   

 g. High Wind/Dust Storms: 

   

 h. Tornado: 

   

 i. Dam Failure: 

   

 j. Extreme Heat: 

   
 











































 

 

August 13, 2014 

Hello!  You are being contacted to participate in the continued development of the Bernalillo County/ City of 
Albuquerque Hazard Mitigation Plan Update that will help reduce the risk to natural hazards.  Its successful 
completion will also mean access to FEMA mitigation funding.   

We would like to invite you to attend the Final Hazard Mitigation Plan Stakeholder Meeting scheduled 
Thursday August 21, 2014.  The meeting is scheduled for 1330 to 1500.  The meeting will be held at: The 
Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100. A 
DRAFT plan has been completed and is available for your review.  If you have not received a digital copy of 
the DRAFT plan, please contact Kelli Murtagh or Fred Hogan. The DRAFT plan incorporates the information 
received from the previous meetings and the State Mitigation Plan.  

At the meeting, we will have a brief overview of the planning process and then review the DRAFT plan. 
Comments will be collected throughout the entire meeting.  Please come prepared to discuss specific changes 
to the document.  After comments have been considered and incorporated, the revised plan will be presented 
to the State and FEMA for their review.    

 



AGENDA 
Bernalillo County/ City of Albuquerque Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Update 

Mitigation Update Meeting 

August 21, 2014 1:30 PM 

The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100 

 

 

1) Introduction      Kelli Murtagh/ Fred Hogan 
 

2) Overview      Jim DeAngelo 
 

3) Developing Plan and Current Status  Lawrence Frank 
 

4) Summary of Risk Assessment   Lawrence Frank 
 

5) Summary of Risk Assessment   Lawrence Frank 
 

6) Capability Assessment    Lawrence Frank 
 

7) Mitigation Action Summary    Lawrence Frank 
 

8) Next Steps      Jim DeAngelo 
 

9) Questions/ Open Discussion   Jim DeAngelo/ Lawrence Frank 
 

10) Adjournment      Kelli Murtagh/ Fred Hogan 
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Project Name: Bernalillo County and City of Albuquerque HMP Update 

Meeting: Mitigation Review Meeting (Final Meeting) 

Date: August 21, 2014 Time: 1:30 PM-3:00PM 

Place: The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 
6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100 

 
Attendees: 
See Attached Sign In Sheet 
1. Greetings and Introductions 

• Kelli Murtagh opened the meeting and introduced Jim DeAngelo as a contractor with URS 
to assist Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque in completion of the plan update, 
offered the floor to Fred Hogan who echoed Kelli’s welcome. 

• J. DeAngelo briefly introduced himself and reviewed the purpose of the meeting and encouraged 
attendees to participate. 

• Kelli Murtagh then asked for introductions of all participants 

• J. DeAngelo then introduced Lawrence Frank who continued the slides and worked through the 
presentation.  Topics included a review of the plan development, the summary of the risk 
assessment, explanation of the capability assessment, and description of the Mitigation action 
summary.  The group then completed a handout which included the current plan actions for the 
identified hazards of high and moderate risk which allowed the attendees to comment on, revise 
and add to the list of specific mitigation actions identified in the planning process. The 
presentation closed with a review of next steps and a reminder to get final plan comments to Kelli 
Murtagh by September 7th 2014. 

• During the presentation the following items were brought up by attendees: 

o The City of Albuquerque completed a THIRA, it will be included if provided to J. DeAngelo 

o There have been damages in the past due to collapsible soils, check into the NRCS report 

o If new specific actions are identified by the group during the comment period they should be 
sent to J. DeAngelo or K. Murtagh and will be incorporated if applicable.  

o Projects do not need to be shovel ready; this is more of a long term planning process. 

o Please update the project list if the project is already completed or underway. 

o An arroyo flood warning system has been completed and should be added, F. Hogan will 
provide information related to it to J. DeAngelo 

o URS is looking for specific comments.  If you want a MS Word version please contact J. 
DeAngelo. 

o A public meeting was set up and conducted following the planning committee meeting on 
8.21.14, in the same room as the planning committee meeting. 

• L. Frank collected the completed worksheets and asked any outstanding worksheets to be 
submitted to K. Murtagh by 9.7.14.  This is also the deadline for public comments. 

 

• The timeline and next steps were reviewed with the group.  Once the comments are collected, a 
final draft will be compiled and transmitted to the State and FEMA for review. The review process 
could take several months.  
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• Action Items: 

o URS will collect and review comments sent to K. Murtagh. 

o URS will complete a FINAL DRAFT plan 

o URS will submit the FINAL DRAFT plan to the State with County and City Concurrence 
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HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Tags: departments
  

Homeland Security and Emergency Management  
  
Location:  
6840 2nd Street NW 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 

Phone:  
(505) 468-1306  

Fax:  
(505) 462-9751  

Hours:  
Mon. - Fri.  
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

Email:  
OHSEM@bernco.gov  

 
Mission Statement: 



A state-of-the-art emergency management program that has the required resources and 
competencies needed to provide comfort, care and confidence to Bernalillo County citizens 
affected by a hazardous event. 

Services (What We Do): 

The Office of Homeland Security & Emergency Management (OHSEM) coordinates effective 
use of county resources to protect the lives and health of the citizens of Bernalillo County from 
the effects of natural or human-caused disasters, including acts of terrorism. Emergency 
preparedness includes, but is not limited to, maintaining emergency operations plans, traning 
members of the county and coordinating mutual aid resources. 

Enacting Legislation: 

Chapter 22, Bernalillo County Code. 

 
Kickoff Meeting - Bernalillo County/City of Albuquerque Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Final Report - Bernalillo County/City of Albuquerque Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
  

  

View All News | View only Hot News  
State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Encourages Participation in New Mexico Shake Out Oct. 16  

 
The New Mexico Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management announced 
that the New Mexico Shake Out has been scheduled for October 16, 2014. This event focuses 
on earthquake preparedness for families, individuals, businesses organizations and government 
agencies across the state. It is estimated that over 15 million people worldwide will participate in 
the 2014 Shake Out exercise. For the first time this year, participants can register for the event 
and be counted as New Mexico participants. There are several active geologic areas capable of 
producing damaging earthquakes statewide. 

read more  
 

Public Invited to Hearing on City/County Hazard Mitigation Plan  

 
Bernalillo County and The City of Albuquerque would like to invite the public to attend a Public 
Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 21 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 6840 Second NW, 
Suite 100, Albuquerque NM 87107. 



A draft plan has been completed and is available for review. The plan can be found online here 
and here.  

read more  
 

BernCo Reminds Residents to Prepare for Monsoon Flash Floods  

 
Bags and sand are available at Bernalillo County's South Valley fire stations; and officials are 
reminding residents to stay away from ditches and arroyos. 

read more  
 

Bernalillo County OHSEM Sends Text Alerts  

Bernalillo County OHSEM
utilizes a service to send
important, valuable community
information to you when you need it,
using the latest technology. www.nixle.com

Initial notifications will include advisories on pending inclement weather situations and alerts for immediate threats 
to the community. 
The service is reliable, a free service to the county, and free for the public to use. There is NO spam and no hidden 
cost; you receive messages as part of your cell phone text messaging plan. YOU decide what information you want 
and whether you want it sent to your cell phone, email, or just simply over the web.

Sign up today at www.nixle.com.
See the most recent messages from Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Mgmt, powered by Nixle. 

Sign up to receive messages by email & text message. 

  

 About OHSEM  
 Emergency Preparedness  

o Public Protection from Large Scale Threats  
o How To Be Prepared For An Emergency  
o How To Be Prepared For An Emergency (Espanol)  
o Creating a Go Bag  
o Pet Friendly Hotels for Evacuees  
o Red Cross Earthquake Application  

 Bernallillo County 
Emergency Operations Plan  

 BernCo Text Alerting  
 OHSEM Partners  

o American Red Cross  
o Fire and Rescue  
o Sheriff's Office  
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PUBLIC INVITED TO HEARING ON CITY/COUNTY HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN  
  

 
Friday, August 15, 2014  
Bernalillo County and The City of Albuquerque would like to invite the public to attend a Public Hazard 
Mitigation Plan meeting scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 21 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Bernalillo County 
Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, 6840 Second NW, Suite 100, Albuquerque 
NM 87107. 

A draft plan has been completed and is available for review. The plan can be found online here and here.  

Hard copies of the draft plan are available for review at the Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security 
as well as the City of Albuquerque Office of Emergency Management, 11510 Sunset Gardens Rd SW, 
Albuquerque, NM 87121. 

The draft plan incorporates the information received from the previous meetings and the state mitigation 
plan. 



At the meeting, there will be a brief overview of the planning process and a review of the draft plan. 

Comments will be collected for consideration. Please come prepared to discuss specific changes to the 
draft document. The comment period will continue through the meeting.  

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can click here for a comment form. 

The Bernalillo County contact is Kelli Murtagh (505) 468-1309 and the City of Albuquerque contact is 
Fred Hogan (505) 833-7247. 

Back to news list  
Most Viewed  
Thursday, March 03, 2011 - Update Your Voter Registration Information  
Wednesday, December 12, 2012 - BernCo Text Alerts Find You!  
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Friday, August 15, 2014 

Bernalillo County and The City of Albuquerque wou
a Public Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting scheduled
to 6 p.m. at the Bernalillo County Office of Ho
Management, 6840 Second NW, Suite 100, Albuqu

A draft plan has been completed and is available 
online here and here. 

Hard copies of the draft plan are available for revie
Homeland Security as well as the City of Al
Management, 11510 Sunset Gardens Rd SW, Albu

The draft plan incorporates the information receive
the state mitigation plan.

At the meeting, there will be a brief overview of t
of the draft plan.

Comments will be collected for consideration. Please come prepared to discuss specific changes to the dra
will continue through the meeting. 

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can click here for a comment form.

The Bernalillo County contact is Kelli Murtagh (505) 468-1309 and the City of Albuquerque contact is Fred H
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Search Our City Services
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HomeHazard Mitigation Plan 
Home→ Police→ Emergency Management Office→ Hazard Mitigation Plan  

Most Popular Pages
Community Emergency Response Team 
Emergency Operations Center 
All Hazards Plan 
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Albuquerque’s Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies natural and human made hazards that impact our city, identifies 

actions the city can take to reduce the impact of those hazards, and establishes a process for implementing the plan.  

Quick Links

 



 2014 New Mexico Hazard Mitigation Plan

 2007 Albuquerque/Bernalillo County Hazard Mitigation Plan

 About Hazard Mitigation

 Hazard Mitigation Meetings

 Frequently Asked Questions

 Guidance and Regulations

2007 Hazard Mitigation Plan
The existing Hazard Mitigation Plan was approved in 2007 and Albuquerque is currently updating the plan in 

collaboration with Bernalillo County. 

Albuquerque’s Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies natural and human-made hazards that impact our city, identifies 

actions the city can take to reduce the impact of those hazards, and establishes a process for implementing the plan. 

Hazard mitigation is sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate risk to human life and property from hazards such 

as earthquakes, flooding, or terror attacks. 

Information about hazard mitigation and the revision planning process is available on this site. 

A revised Hazard Mitigation Plan will be released for comment in July 2014. For questions about Albuquerque’s 

current Hazard Mitigation Plan or the City’s hazard mitigation planning process, please contact Fred Hogan, OEM 

Planning Officer, at 505-833-7247. He may also be reached by email at fhogan@cabq.gov . 

The 2007 Hazard mitigation plan is available in PDF format. To review and/or download the plan please visit the 

following link. 

2007 Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Hazard Mitigation Planning
Hazard mitigation is any action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to human life and property from natural 

hazards. 

The purpose of mitigation planning is to identify policies and actions that can be implemented over the long term to 

reduce risk and future losses. Mitigation Plans form the foundation for a community's long-term strategy to reduce 

disaster losses and break the cycle of disaster damage, reconstruction, and repeated damage. The planning process 

is as important as the plan itself. It creates a framework for risk-based decision making to reduce damage to lives, 

property and the economy from future disasters. State, Local and Tribal governments benefit from Mitigation Planning 

by: 

 Identifying cost effective actions for risk reduction that are agreed upon by stakeholders and the public.



 Focusing resources on the greatest risks and vulnerabilities.

 Building partnerships by involving people, organizations and businesses.

 Increasing education and awareness of hazards and risk.

 Communicating priorities to state and federal officials.

 Aligning risk reduction with other community objectives.

What is the Benefit of a Hazard Mitigation Plan to 
Local Governments?
Local Governments who adopt a hazard plan may be eligible for the following benefits: 

 A more disaster-resistant and resilient community/region.

 Hazard mitigation assistance programs, including Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs, Pre-Disaster 

Mitigation, Flood Mitigation Assistance and Severe Repetitive Loss Grant Programs.

 Points under the National Flood Insurance Program's Community Rating System (CRS)

Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) Meetings
The Emergency Management Office wants to keep the public informed as to the HMP planning process. As a result, 

meeting documents (agendas, minutes, presentations and attendance rosters) are available for download in PDF 

format. 

Meetings: Hazard Mitigation Plan 

Meeting Date and Time Intended Audience Meeting Documents

August 21, 2014 ~ 1:30 p.m. Public  Minutes
 First Draft Plan

February 27, 2014 ~ 1:30 p.m. Public  Minutes
 Kick-Off Slides
 Natural Hazard Questionnaire
 HMP Survey
 Attendance Roster

June 19, 2014 ~ 1:30 p.m. Public  Agenda
 Minutes
 HMP Update
 Attendance Roster

Frequently Asked Questions
What is Mitigation Planning?



Mitigation planning is a process through which communities assess risks and identify actions to reduce vulnerability 

to hazards through hazard mitigation. 

What is a Mitigation plan?
A Mitigation Plan is a community-driven, living document that communities use to reduce their vulnerability to 

hazards. 

Why assess and plan for risk?
The plan and its process show the link between land-use decisions and vulnerability. It serves as a tool to be used by 

planners or other officials to advise and inform decision makers. 

What is the Stafford Act?
The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Public Law 93-288), as amended by the 

Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, provides the legal basis for State, Local, and Indian Tribal governments to obtain 

Federal assistance during declared major disasters and emergencies. 

Guidance and Regulations

 FEMA Hazard Mitigation Planning

 Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning Guidance under the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #1, Getting Started: Building Support for Mitigation Planning (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #2, Understanding Your Risks: Identifying Hazards and Estimating Losses (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #3, Developing the Mitigation Plan: Identifying Mitigation Actions and Implementation 

Strategies (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #4, Bringing the Plan To Life: Implementing the Hazard Mitigation Plan (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #5, Using Benefit-Cost Review in Mitigation Planning(PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #6, Integrating Historic Property and Cultural Resource Considerations into Hazard 

Mitigation Planning (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #7, Integrating Manmade Hazards into Mitigation Planning (PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #8, Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Planning State and Local(PDF)

 FEMA How To Guide #9, Using the Hazard Mitigation Plan to Prepare Successful Mitigation Projects (PDF)

 Planning for a Sustainable Future (PDF)

 Disaster Recovery and Mitigation Handbook (PDF)

 Mandatory Purchase of Flood Insurance Guidelines (PDF)

 44CFR Interim Rule (PDF)

 FEMA Mitigation Directorate

 Print this 



Legals
{ACCESSED AUGUST 22, 2014)

NEWEST LEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE The Bernalillo County Housing Department has developed its Streamlined 5 
year/annual plans in accordance with the requirements set forth in the Housing Quality and Work 
Responsibility Act of 1999. The plan along with supporting documentation will be available for review at 
the Administrative Offices of the Bernalillo County Housing Department located at 1900 Bridge Blvd., SW, 
Albuquerque, NM from July 13, 2014 thru August 27, 2014. On August 27, 2014 from 10:00AM-11:00AM 
a public hearing will be held to entertain any written comments that the public may have. Questions may 
be addressed to Mark A. Garcia, Rehab and Construction Coordinator at 314-0208. Journal: July 12 -
August 25, 2014 2014 PUBLISHED ON: WED AUGUST 20, 2014

PUBLIC NOTICE of Public Meeting Bernalillo County /City of Albuquerque HAZARD Mitigation Plan 
Update August 21, 2014 (4-6PM) The Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100, Albuquerque, NM 87107 A draft plan can be found here: 
http://www.bernco.gov/news/227520/ and hard copies can be found at the Bernalillo County Office of 
Homeland Security, 6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100, 87107 and the City of Albuquerque Office of Emergency 
Management, 11510 Sunset Gardens Rd SW, 87121. Journal: August 20, 2014 PUBLISHED ON: 

WED AUGUST 20, 2014
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Natural Hazard Questionnaire 

The Bernalillo County, City of Albuquerque Hazard Mitigation Plan Update is almost complete. The purpose of 
the Plan is to better understand the natural hazards that pose a threat to the area and develop actions that reduce 
the risk associated with these hazards.  This comment collection form is for your use to comment on the DRAFT 
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Please complete the form and forward to Kelli Murtagh.  

Schedule 
Responses may be mailed or emailed to the following location: 

Bernalillo County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management,  
ATTN:  Kelli Murtagh,  
6840 2nd St. NW, Suite 100, Albuquerque, NM 87107 

kmurtagh@bernco.gov 

All responses must be received no later than September 5, 2014 

Comment Collection 
1) Please indicate the municipality you reside in: (Please circle one)

a. Bernalillo County, City of Albuquerque, Tijeras, Los Ranchos, Other__________________

2) Are you commenting as (please list name of organization):

a. Citizen

b. Local Jurisdiction Name: ___________________________________________________

c. Community Organization Name:______________________________________________

d. Company Name: __________________________________________________________

e. Non-Profit Organization Name: ______________________________________________

f. Other: ___________________________________________________________________

3) Your contact information: (optional)
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4) Comment for DRAFT Hazard Mitigation Plan





PUBLIC COMMENTS – from August 21, 2014 Public Meeting held at Bernalillo County EOC 4 pm-6 pm 

 

Bridges across the Rio Grande are of particular concern and should be a priority mitigation 
action for fire and flood.  There are limited number of bridges and access to one side of the RIo 
Grande could be cut off if bridges are compromised due to flooding from the Rio Grande or a 
fire in the Bosque.  One bridge that was specifically cited was the Paseo Del Norte Bridge. 
There was concern about sinkholes. 
One suggestion was to encourage volunteerism with the CERT Team and Red Cross.  Another 
suggestion was to link the HMP to the Emergency Operations Plan. 
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