
E. coli and the Middle Rio Grande 
 

NNaattuurraall  RReessoouurrccee  SSeerrvviicceess  
Bernalillo County  Public Works Division  

   

WWee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  rreedduuccee  SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr  PPoolllluuttiioonn  
ttoo  kkeeeepp  oouurr  rriivveerr  cclleeaann.. 

E. coli (Escherichia coli) is group of bacteria commonly found in the lower intestine of 
warm-blooded organisms such as mammals and birds. Most E. coli strains are 
harmless, but some can cause serious food poisoning in humans.  The Middle Rio 
Grande River is officially listed as impaired by E. coli, according to NMED & USEPA. 
 
Human and pet wastes contribute to this problem.  Even healthy people and healthy 
pets have E. coli in their digestive systems.  Improper disposal of diapers (littering), 
failing septic systems, and pet wastes can lead to river pollution when stormwater 
carries them into the Rio Grande.  It’s our River—keep it healthy and clean! 

 

Please visit our website: www.bernco.gov/stormwater 
or our partnership website: www.KeepTheRioGrand.org 

YYoouu  aarree  tthhee  ssoolluuttiioonn  ttoo  SSttoorrmmwwaatteerr  PPoolllluuttiioonn!!   
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