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Hello residents and visitors to Bernalillo County. Please enjoy our
June 2020 issue of the “communicator.”

We continue our effort to work with you, our community and visitors
of our county to continue to provide you with the superior service
you have come to expect.

This newsletter is intended for residents and visitors of the County
of Bernalillo, the Sheriff's East Area Command, North Valley Area
Command, and South Valley Area Command. The purpose of our
newsletter is to keep an open line of communications between you,
the citizens, and us, the deputies, who are sworn to protect you and
your property.

Please feel free to forward this newsletter to any and all your neigh-
bors who are interested news, crime fighting tips, and communica-
tion from the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Office. If any person wishes
to be placed e internet e-mail distribution list please forward
that request ail to tgartenmayer@bernco.gov
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NEWS FROM THE
EAST AREA

COMMAND

We just wanted to take a moment and address some of
the recent concemns that have been expressed to BCSO
about life in the East Mountains.

First, we are officially in fire season. It seems as if we are
always talking about fire around here but we all realize
that fire danger is a primary concern in the East Moun-
tains. We live and work in the beautiful wooded area of
the Cibola National Forest. This is a primary reason
many choose to live up here. It also puts us at greater
risk for the possibility of fire. This must be a primary
concern for you and your family. When fire occurs, you
must be prepared to evacuate quickly. Have a go bag
ready at all times. Ready.gov has great suggestions on
what exactly should be in there. Take some time to
prepare so that you are not behind the power curve in the
event of evacuations. Have a plan for your pets and live-
stock so they can be taken care of in the case of fire.
hitps://iwww.fs.usda.gov/cibola has suggestions on how
to prepare defensible space in and around your home
and we would suggest taking a look at what they have to
say. You can also utilize Bernalillo County Fire as a
resource for information on fire preparation.
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We had a fatal crash on the Crest Highway earlier this week. This
incident is still under investigation, so details are limited. One thing
is for certain: traffic has increased and is a concern for everyone.
BCSO has increased patrols on Highway 536 in an attempt to
slow traffic down and ensure that everyone is following traffic law.
If you see something out of the ordinary, please call us at
798-7000 and report it.

Mental health is a concern for everyone. BCSO has recently dealt
with several incidents involving mentally ill individuals that resulted
in the closing of the post office earlier this week. It is one of our
primary focuses to get these individuals the help that they need,
and to do so, we utilize our Mobile Crisis Teams (MCT) to get this
accomplished. The MCT units are comprised of a deputy and a
mental health clinician that can respond to calls for service involv-
ing those dealing with mental illness or other types of personal
crisis. These teams work to establish rapport with these individu-
als to identify exactly what kind of assistance they need, and they
work to get them that help. In addition, they conduct follow-ups
with the citizens they contact to ensure that they continue to
receive the help they may require. If you have any questions
about the MCT, feel free to contact BCSO at 468-7220 and we
would be happy to answer any questions you may have.

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT

UNIT SPOTLIGHT

Despite COVID-19, the Special Victims Unit has made two high

profile arrests for child abuse.

On May 21, 2020 SVU assumed an investigation in regards to a
3-year-old male who had been located wandering in the parking lot of
291 El Pueblo NW. The child had multiple injuries to his face which
were currently healing. He was also unable to provide Deputies identi-
fying information. Through the course of the investigation contact was
made with the child’'s mother, it was discovered this was the 3rd time
in approximately two weeks that the child had been located away
from home without supervision. CYFD was involved and the mother
was arrested and charged with child abuse. It was confirmed that Rio
Rancho Police Department was already conducting an investigation

in regards to his facial injuries.

On May 25, 2020 SVU was called in regards to a
7-year-old male who had called a family member to tell
them that his mother was intoxicated and had been
beating him. A forensic interview was quickly scheduled
where the child disclosed a significant history of abuse
while mother was drinking. The mother was interviewed, a
warrant was executed on her residence and a neighbor-
hood canvas was conducted. During the neighborhood
canvas numerous neighbors disclosed witnessing the
child being abused. The mother was arrested and
charged with child abuse after making corroborating state-
ments. CART (Child Abuse Response Team) was
involved and stated the child has a history consistent with
long term physical abuse.
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Captain Chris Romero, South Valley Area Commander, attends regular meetings with various neighborhood
associations and community groups. During recent discussions, the topic of home safety and criminal deter-
rence while owners are on vacation or away from home was explored. Given the interest in this topic, we are

pleased to offer the following safety tips.

HOW TO KEEP YOUR HOME SAFE WHILE AWAY

A house or apartment left empty while its owners are
traveling is a tempting target for criminals. Basic preven-
tative measures (which take only minutes to complete)
can work wonders to help you keep your home safe from
burglars and other crimes of opportunity while you are
away. Below are some safety measures to incorporate
during your travel plans for your home while you are on
vacation.

ASKAFRIEND TO HELP

A simple, albeit crucial, way to gain peace of mind while
traveling is to ask a friend or neighbor to keep an eye on
your house while you are away. Ask him or her to drive
by your home once every day or so and check on the
place. Give this person a key so that he or she can bring
your mail in, feed your cat, water your plants, rake your
leaves, etc. If you do not have a garage, you may also
want to give this person a key to your car—you never
know when your vehicle may need to be moved. He or
she should also have your contact information and a
copy of your itinerary in case of emergencies.

DO NOT TIP OFF CRIMINALS ON THE WEB
In a world where it seems everyone is talking about their business

on social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter, it's important
to stop and think: Who exactly is reading this stuff? The anonymity
of the interet can encourage us to share personal information
without fully realizing that there may be hundreds of complete
strangers receiving our daily musings. Would you announce to a
crowd that you would be leaving your house unattended for two
weeks this July? If not, then you should think twice about posting
your detailed vacation plans on social media—especially if that
information is visible to intemet users other than your friends and
family (and it probably is).

Be careful what you say on your answering machine or voice mail
too. Callers do not need to know that you are not home—they just
need to know that you cannot come to the phone right now.

DO TIP OFF THE SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT
Consider notifying the Sheriffs Department if you are going on

vacation. No need to let the cops know about a weekend getaway;,
but do call if you're leaving town for longer than a week or two to put
your home on a weekly welfare check. If you have a security alarm,
leave a house key and the code with someone you trust, and
provide the alarm company with their name and phone number.
You may also want to contact your local neighborhood watch
program if there is one in your area.

CURTAINS CLOSED—OR OPEN?
Before you leave for vacation, you may decide to close your

curtains to prevent people from peering inside your home to see
whether you are there. However, closed curtains also stop those
who aim to help—the Sheriffs Department, your neighbors or
friends—from seeing inside your house. So what is your best bet?
Leave your curtains exactly as you usually keep them when you
are home, since noticeable changes could hint that you are not
around anymore—especially if your curtains are uncharacteristi-
cally left closed for two weeks. Move expensive items, like jewelry
or computers, out of plain sight if they are visible from the window.
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As we enter the summer months, the Bernalillo County Sheriffs Office Special Victims Unit
would like to remind our community of a few safety tips. Special Victims Unit Detectives work
diligently to keep our community’s most vulnerable safe, but we need your help!

Never leave a child or pet in a vehicle unattended, for
any amount of time. The temperature in a vehicle can
quickly become deadly.

Always check child safety seats and seat buckles
before placing a child in their seat. Seat belt buckles
can be a hidden burn hazard.

Closely watch your children in or near any water.
Children can drown in even the smallest amounts of
water.

Older children may be spending more time on the
internet. Keep an open dialogue with your children

N

Keep pets indoors during the hottest times of the day.
If a pet is left outside, ensure they have adequate
water and shelter from the elements.

Never hesitate to report ANY signs or child abuse or
neglect, by calling 1-855-333-SAFE or #SAFE.

As the weather gets warmer, please keep these tips in
mind and enjoy a safe and beautiful New Mexico
summer!

QOOeC

about their internet and social media use.

NEWS FROM THE
ADMINISTRATIVE
SUPPORT BUREAU

ADVANCED TRAINING SECTION HIGHLIGHT

Our deputies do not stop training once they graduate
the academy. They are required to complete a
minimum of 40 hours of advanced training every two
years to maintain certification. Our Advanced Training
section not only ensures our deputies maintain the
minimum requirement but they also do 8 hours of addi-
tional training every quarter or 64 hours every two
years. We also offer over 500+ hours of advanced
in-house training in different specialties to our deputies,
to include: active shooter, pursuit driving, beanbag cer-
tification, defensive tactics, ground control instructor
course, mental health training and auto theft investiga-
tions, to name a few.

Every one of our instructors are accredited through the
New Mexico Department of Public Safety to teach our
deputies and outside agencies officers. Our agency
has 152 certified Basic Instructors and three Master
Basic Instructors.

A Master Basic Instructor is able to certify additional Basic Instructors so we
always have enough instructors to continue the training mission. There are
also several instructors who, in addition to being Basic Instructors, are also
certified to teach specific areas. Some of those include:

25 Use of Force Instructors

10 Active Shooter Instructors

5 Domestic Violence Instructors

30 Defensive Tactics/Ground Control Instructors
13 Emergency Vehicle Operations Instructors

4 Tactical Medical Instructors

5 House Bill 93 Instructors

Part of our Advanced Training Section includes our shooting range. We
have one smaller range and one large range which can accommodate 20
and 40 shooters respectively. Our Range Master who is a Master Firearms
Instructor, continuously incorporates real world incidents into shooting
training scenarios to help train our deputies to be prepared for unconven-
tional shooting circumstances. Our range is available to outside agencies to
include APS Police, USMS and DPS.
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KNOW HOW IT

" EVERYONE SHOULD
SPREADS WASH THEIR

There is currently NO VACCINE to prevent coronavi- HANDS OFTEN
rus disease 2019 (COVID-19).

Wash your hands often with soap and water for
at least 20 seconds especially after you have
been in a public place, or after blowing your
nose, coughing, or sneezing.
If soap and water are not readily available, use

Through respiratory droplets produced when an
infected person coughs, sneezes or talks. These
droplets can land in the mouths or noses of people
who are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs.

a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60%
alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and
rub them together until they feel dry.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth
with unwashed hands.

Remember that some people without
symptoms may be able to spread virus.

Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’ length) from
other people.

Do not gather in groups.

Stay out of crowded places and avoid mass
gatherings.

Keeping distance from others is especially

important for people who are at higher risk of
getting very sick.

£
orn 3‘ s provided by the Centers for Disease Control
ebsite.

y o an‘\'/' s/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
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The new public health order, effective Ma Zy 16", requires every
a mask or face covering while out in pub

ic to prevent th

-

Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover whe!
around others

You could spread COVID-19 to others even if you do not
feel sick.

Everyone should wear a cloth face cover when they The cloth face cover is meant to protect other people in

have to go out in public, for example to the grocery store case you are infected

or to pick up other necessities.
Do NOT use a facemask meant for a healthcare worker.

Cloth face coverings should not be placed on young

children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, Continue to keep about 6 feet between yourself and
or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to others. The cloth face cover is not a substitute for social

remove the mask without assistance. distancing.

COVER COUGHS CLEAN & DISINFECT MONITOR YOUR HEALTH
& SNEEZES

If you are in a private setting Clean AND disinfect fre- Be alert for symptoms. Watch

and do not have on your cloth quently touched surfaces for fever, cough, shortness of

face covering, remember to daily. This includes tables, breath, or other symptoms of

always cover your mouth and doorknobs, light switches, COVID-19.

nose with a tissue when you countertops, handles, desks,

cough or sneeze or use the phones, keyboards, toilets, Especially important if you are

inside of your elbow. faucets, and sinks. running essential errands,
going into the office or work-

Throw used tissues in the If surfaces are dirty, clean place, and in settings where it

trash. them. Use detergent or soap may be difficult to keep a

and water prior to disinfection. physical distance of 6 feet.

Immediately wash your hands Then, use a household disin- Take your temperature if

with soap and water for at fectant. Most common symptoms develop.

least 20 seconds. If soap and EPA-registered household

water are not readily available, disinfectants will work. Don't take your temperature

clean your hands with a hand within 30 minutes of exercis-

sanitizer that contains at least ing or after taking medications

60% alcohol. that could lower your tempera-
ture, like acetaminophen.
Follow CDC guidance if
symptoms develop.
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“$500,000 in

state money
has been

secured...”’

Bernalillo County — The Bernalillo
County Commission approved $6.5
million to be used for upgrades to
roads, lighting and other infrastructure
in the Atrisco Vista corridor on the
county’s West Side near I-40 and
Atrisco Vista Boulevard to facilitate the
creation of new industry on the West
side.

This area is in District 1, and is repre-
sented by Commissioner Debbie
O’Malley, who sponsored the infrastruc-
ture request.

Says Commissioner Debbie O’Malley,
“This is a significant investment that the
county has made to attract commerce
and jobs on the West Side. It begins to
address the jobs to housing imbalance
that exists today, and can lessen the
pressure this imbalance puts on con-
gested river crossings.”

“Since taking office, | have been aware of the
transportation and zoning challenges to attract-
ing large employers to this corridor and have
focused on getting the funding for improvements
and for completion of the Atrisco Vista corridor.
Since this roadway has been a legislative
priority of mine, 500,000 in state money has
been secured thanks to the efforts of Rep. Joy
Garrett and, most recently, Sen. Sander Rue,
and Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham,” added
O’Malley.

In 2015, commissioners passed a resolution
which designated Atrisco Vista a priority corridor
for the county and funded an economic feasibil-
ity study was completed in 2016. In 2019 the
Atrisco Vista Alignment Study was completed.

O’Malley noted last night, “These studies recog-
nized that investment in this corridor has the
great potential for attracting good, clean industry
to the region.”

The Amazon fulfillment center is expected to be
completed in late 2021 and will employ about
1,000 workers.
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NEWS FROM THE
BERNALILLO COUNTY

BernCo Summer Lunch Program Begins May 27

Bemalillo County — Bernalillo County’s 2020 Summer Lunch
Program begins on Wednesday, May 27 at 22 locations across
the county.

These community centers, parks, and county facilities are serving
breakfast and lunch five days per week until Aug. 5.

No registration is required for the program and each breakfast
and lunch is served on a grab-n-go basis. Parents can drive-thru
at each location and every child in the car will receive a breakfast
and/or lunch.

“Without this program many kids of Bernalillo County would likely
go without a healthy meal, every day throughout the summer,”
says County Commission Chair Lonnie Talbert. “Bemalillo
County is supporting our kids and making sure we give them a
leg up in the summer months.”

Atrisco Park

Chilili

Clinton P. Anderson Park

Edward L. Romero Park (Ambassador)
La Ladera Park

Los Padillas Community Center

Los Vecinos Community Center

Nick Vitale Park

Pajarito Mesa Community Building
Raymac Park

Rio Grande P ' , , Wests
Shady Side F ‘ : b

The 22 county summer lunch locations are outside Albuguerque
city limits in unincorporated parts of Bernalillo County, including
the South and North valleys, East Mountains, and Paradise Hills.
The number of locations this year has been reduced due to coro-
navirus (COVID 19).

For more information and to view a new map of this year’s loca-
tions in the city and county, visit www.bernco.gov/summerlunch.
Families can also call 505-314-0430 or 505-314-0425.

Bernalillo County’s Summer Lunch Program is funded by a U.S.
Department of Agriculture grant administered by the state
Children, Youth and Families Department.

The meals are prepared at the Albuquerque Public Schools
central kitchen, and delivered to sites around the county.

Dolores Huerta Gateway Park
South Valley Pool

Tom Tenorio Park

Valle Del Bosque Park

Mountain View Community Center
Paradise Hills Community Center
Raymond G. Sanchez Community
Center

South Valley Multipurpose Center
Vista Grande Community Center

i

munity Center
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