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Criminal Justice Reforms and the Jail  Population  

Report Highlights 

 The MDC on-site population 
decreased during July 2019, 
from 1,614 on July 1

st
 to 

1,432 (an 11.3% decrease) on 
July 31

st
.  

 

 Bookings decreased 1.6% 
from 2,358 in June 2019 to 
2,320 in July 2019. 

Prepared for Bernalillo County by the Institute for Social Research 
by: E. M. Ferguson 

Quick Population Figures May 19 June 19 July 19 July 18 

On-Site Average Male Population 1,197 1,300 1,260 1,097 

On-Site Average Female Population 263 288 277 252 

On-Site Average Infirmary 9 9 8 8 

On-Site Average Daily Population 1,469 1,597 1,545 1,357 

Average Community Custody Program 94 83 82 80 

Average Total Jail Population (w/CCP) 1,563
*
 1,680

*
 1,627

*
  1,437

*
 

Monthly Bookings 2,513 2,358 2,520 2,032 

          Bookings Ages 18-24 425 381 349 355 

Monthly Releases 2,398 2,294 2,499 2,127 

Average Length of Stay (in Days) 21.8 18.9 25.8 21.9 

Total Consecutive Days 1,950 or Less  1,723 

* Monthly averages slightly higher due to rounding.  

 The MDC population began increasing in late 2017. It has continued to increase during May 2019. The on-
site population at the beginning of July 2019 was 1,614 and decreased 11.3% from the beginning of the 
month down to 1,432 by the end of the month.  The population during 2019 increased by 8.3% from 
1,323 on January 1, 2019 to the end of July 2019.  

 The use of the Community Custody Program (CCP) decreased during July 2019 from 85 at the start of the 
month to 77 at the end of the month.  



 The LOS for July 2019 was 25.8 days, 3.9 days higher than the LOS of 21.9 days in July 2018, an increase of 
17.8%. The LOS increased 6.9 days (26.7%) from June 2019 to July 2019.  

P A G E  2  

The UNM - Institute for Social Research (ISR) is a leading provider of program evaluations and policy 

research in New Mexico. ISR staff members and faculty affiliates also have expertise in the fields of criminal 

justice, education, economics, substance abuse treatment programs, poverty and homelessness, domestic 

violence, employee workloads and staffing levels. For more information on the ISR, please visit  

http://isr.unm.edu/ or call (505) 277-4257. 

B E R N A L I L L O  C O U N T Y  M E T R O P O L I T A N  D E T E N T I O N  C E N T E R  

Bookings ,  Releases ,  and Length of Stay  

 Jail population is affected by two factors: how many people are booked and how long they stay. 

 Bookings decreased 1.6% from 2,358 in June 2019 to 2,320 in July 2019. Releases increased to a greater 
degree, increasing 8.9% from June 2019 to July 2019.  

 The number of bookings and releases were higher in July 2019 than in July 2018. There were 14.2% 
(288) more bookings in 2019 and 17.5% (372) more releases.  


